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Read the following Dua (supplication) before you study a religious book or an 
Islamic lesson, you will remember whatever you study, Js-sS^ JliifLAa}: 



jilij £=1\ ^ 

^ \j &&j uni 



ranblcttion 



Ya Allah Js-Ad Open the portal of knowledge and wisdom for us, and have mercy 
on us! O the One who is the most Honourable and Glorious! 



(Al-Mustatraf, vol. 1, pp. 40) 



Note: Recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once before and after the Du’a. 
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The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs <db s«i£ jusaiii J* said: ja' jp pLdl dJIZ ‘Seeking 

knowledge is an obligation (Fard) upon every Muslim.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. l, pp. 146, Hadis 224 ) 
Here ‘knowledge’ does not refer to the type of material taught in schools and colleges, rather it 
refers to the basic religious knowledge which one needs to attain (as a Muslim). Therefore, first 
and foremost it is obligatory (Fard) to attain the knowledge of the basic tenets of our faith. 
Thereafter it is essential to learn the fundamentals of Salali (i.e. pre-conditions, requirements 
and acts that invalidate it). 

Further, before the approach of the month of Ramadan, when observing fast becomes Fard, it is 
obligatory (upon Muslims) to know the basic rulings regarding fasting. Likewise, whoever is 
obligated (under Islamic law) to pay Zakah, is required to learn the essentials of Zakah as well. 
When Hajj becomes obligatory upon someone, he has to learn the fundamentals of Hajj; for 
someone who desires to get married, must learn about the matters of marriage (Nikah); and for a 
businessman it is obligatory to be aware of the issues and conditions of legal validity concerning 
his trade; for an employee it is essential to seek the knowledge about employment issues; and for 
an employer it is critical to obtain knowledge about the issues of hiring and providing employment. 

lii Expound along these lines based on the examples (presented above). It is obligatory 
(Fard-e-‘Ayn) for every sane and adult, male and female Muslims to learn the rulings which are 
related to their own lives and conditions. Likewise, it is obligatory (Fard) for every Muslim to 
know what Halal is and what Haram is. It is also obligatory to know the methods of attaining the 
purity of a heart, for example, how to attain humility, sincerity and submission to Allah’s Will 
(Tawakkul); and to learn about the spiritual diseases of the heart such as arrogance, ostentation, 
malice etc. 

Furthermore, it is a personal obligation upon every Muslim to learn how to cleanse their heart 
from such ailments. (For further details, study Fatawa Razawiyyah, Volume 23, Pages 623-624) 
It is also obligatory to learn about the enormities or actions which may cause punishment (on 
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the Day of Judgment) like lying, backbiting, tale-bearing and laying false allegations etc., so that 
one may protect himself from them. 

In this context, you have in your hands ‘Backbiting - A Cancer in our Society which provides a 
detailed explanation of backbiting with a vast number of examples and also provides an overview 
(and a brief discussion) about various other enormities. I had initially intended to make a few 
changes to my published letter ‘Ghibat ki Tabah Kariyan (Takhrlj Shudah)’ so that it could be 
republished with some additions and revisions, but then I thought why not make it detailed and 
add it as a chapter of Faizan-e-Sunnat, Volume 2. In this undertaking, I sought the advice of the 
panel of scholars of Dawat-e-Islami Al-MadIna-tul-‘Ilmiyyah. The Islamic brothers, who were 
members of this Majlis, helped me and provided me with lots of the material including Quranic 
verses, stories and narratives and also e-mailed me several examples of backbiting. One of 
Dawat-e-Islami’s Dar-ul-Ifta Ahl-e-Sunnat’s Mufti took a keen interest in this work. He read this 
book cover to cover and provided very good guidance and made useful changes, thus providing 
a scholarly touch to this work. In reality, the writing and compilation of this book along with all 
my other books and booklets are a result of the blessings derived from the dust of the feet of the 
scholars of Ahl-e-Sunnat JLsSzktjj.jls', otherwise I know what I am. 

Ya Rab Js-sV! All the scholars and Islamic brothers, who have aided in this book ‘Ghibat ki Tabah 
Kariyan (in Urdu), grant them an excellent reward. Accept this endeavour of mine, which I find 
completely devoid of sincerity, for the sake of your sincere servants and make this beneficial for 
the Muslims. Safeguard me... 1 and all those, who read this chapter of Faizan-e-Sunnat, Volume 2 
in its entirety, from the perils caused by backbiting and provide them an abode in the 
neighbourhood of Your Beloved Prophet J* in Jannat-ul-Firdaus (the highest level 

of Paradise), without any accountability. 






Longing for Madinah, Baqi, absolution without any accountability & abode in the neighbourhood 
of the Prophet J* in Jannat-ul-Firdaus! 



14 th Ramadan-ul-Mubarak, 1430 A.H. 

5 th September 2009 



1 Here Shaykh wrote : 



: words to describe his humble self, i 



cannot dare to translate those words. 
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.25 heading. intentions 



With the supphcation that ‘O Allah J«5£-! May the blessing of Faizan-e-Sunnat reign far 
and wide’, it is narrated from the Noble Prophet Hast! j*: 4-Ux- <>? <e 

l A Muslim’s intention values more than his deed.’ (Ai-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942) 



Remember the following pearls of wisdom 

i. Without a good intention, no reward is granted for a righteous deed. 

ii. The more righteous intentions, the greater the reward. 

23 Intentions for reading this book 

1 . Before I start reading this book; I will glorify Allah 

2. recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, 

3. Ta’awwuz, and 

4. Tasmiyyah. (By reading two lines of Arabic given atop this page, these four intentions 
shall be acted upon). 

5. I will read this book from the beginning to the end to please Allah 

6. To the best of my ability, I will try to read it whilst in the state of Wudu, and 

7. I will read it facing the Qiblah. 

8. I will look at the Quranic verses, and 

9. Ahadis. 

10. Wherever I read the Exalted Name of Allah, I will recite 
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11. And wherever I read the blessed name of the Beloved of Allah I will invoke 
Salat-‘Alan-Nabi “Jc/j Jlj Ah- JlA iisl j-i”. 

12. I will try to learn the Islamic Rulings. 

13. In case, I do not comprehend anything I will consult with Muslim scholars. 

14. By talking about the pious, I will strive to gain the blessings of this saying of Sayyiduna 

Sufyan Bin ‘Uyainah tfc&s^ksF-e: kLJ-ji\ Jyj lit ‘ Blessings descend during 

the mention of righteous individuals (Sdlihin).’ (Hilyat-ul-Auliya, vol. 7,pp. 335, Hadis 10750) 

1 5. (On my personal copy) I will underline phrases to highlight important information 
as needed. 

16. (On my personal copy) I will write down important points to remember from 
this book. 

17. To complete reading this book with the intent to gain Islamic knowledge at heart, I 
will read a few pages daily and be deserving of the reward of attaining the knowledge 
of our religion. 

18. I will try to persuade others to read this book. 

19. With the intention of acting upon this Hadis: \5>\£ ‘Give gifts to each other, it 
Will enrich affection amongst you.' (Muwatta Imam Malik, vol. 2, pp. 407, Hadis 1731)1 shall 
buy this book (at least one or whatever number my financial situation allows) and 
pass on as a gift to others. 

20. Whenever I gift them this book, I will try my utmost to give them a time deadline 
(e.g. twenty five days) to complete reading this book. 

21. I will teach those who do not know. 

22. I will pass the reward (Isal-e-Sawab) of reading this book to the entire Muslim Ummah. 

23. If I spot any Shar’I mistake, I will inform the publisher in writing (verbal intimation 
is usually ineffective). 



JliLNj J yj ajj 6 jl ^\ 

faJ.jJ\ aJJ^ ^jJ\ okjJj\ fa As L, SjXU oJyl^ 



^Jrand tutor d *V]o ted 



Dear Islamic brothers! Dawat-e-Islami’s Majlis-e-Tarajim, a department responsible for 
reproducing the books and booklets of Amlr-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat founder of Dawat-e-Islami Shaykh 
‘Allamah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi ^is into various 

languages of the world, is pleased to present the book ‘Ghlbat ki Tabah Kariyan in English under 
the title of ‘ Backbiting - A Cancer in our Society.’ 

Although any translation is inevitably a form of interpretation, we have tried our level best to 
convey the thought of the author in its true sense. To facilitate the pronunciation of Arabic 
letters, a transliteration chart has been added. Terms of Islamic Jurisprudence have not been 
translated as a caution because in most cases, an English word cannot be a fully juristic 
substitute. However, a glossary has been given at the end of the book, elaborating the Islamic 
terms. Further, the index and the bibliography have also been added. The ‘pp.’ in the citation 
stands for the page number and ‘vol.’ stands for volume. 

This translation has been accomplished by the grace of Allah Almighty by the favour of His 
Noble Prophet Jfasaii j* and the spiritual support of our great Shaykh, the founder of 

Dawat-e-Islami, ‘Allamah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi ajuji 
I f you find any shortcoming in this work, it may be a human error on the part of the Translation 
Majlis, and not the author of the original book. Therefore, if you find any mistake or shortcoming in 
this book kindly notify us in writing at the fohowing postal or email address with the intention 
of earning reward (Sawab). 



Majlis-e-Tarajim (Translation Department) 

Alami Madani Markaz, Faizan-e-Madinah Mahallah Saudagran, 
Purani Sabzi Mandi, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi, Pakistan 
Phone: S +92-21-34921389, 90, 91 
Email: H translation@dawateislami.net 
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Satan will try its utmost to keep you from reading this book, but read it at its entirety. 
JLfet_s,ai, you will know as to why Satan was not letting you study. 



Excellence of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi 

Shaykh Majduddin Firauzabadi 4 ji ^ has stated, ‘When you sit in a gathering 
(Majlis) and recite jdiP jp iiil j ^}\ JjI Allah JmS*- will designate an angel 

that will keep you from backbiting. When you depart from that congregation and recite 
Jp iii\ j jdil pii, the angel will keep others from backbiting against 

you.’ (Al-Qaul-ul- Badf, pp. 278) 

jSj£ (Jp alll e-JLil jjp ljU, 



Community is backbiting at large 

Dear Islamic brothers! The Muslim communities at large are committing the severe sin 
of backbiting. Whether it is the father or the mother, the brother or the sister, the husband 
or the wife, the mother-in-law or the daughter in-law, the father-in-law or the son-in- 
law, the teacher or the student, the employer or the employee, the buyer or the seller, the 
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foreman or the labourer. Similarly, the rich or the poor, the ruler or his subject, the 
materialist or the spiritual, the old or the young and the ones affiliated with a religious 
organization or members of a worldly institution. These days, none of our gatherings are 
devoid from this heinous act of speaking ill against others because of peoples’ habit of 
unremitting gossip. 

Perils of backbiting at a glance 

Many people, who appear to be devout, are also indulging in this grave sin. They are 
seen listening to, smiling at and nodding their heads in acceptance of backbiting. Since 
backbiting is so commonplace, no one turns a deaf ear that the backbiter, and so instead 
of remaining pious, becomes a sinner and stands in a line for the inferno of Hell. 
Presented here are twenty perils of backbiting compiled from the Quranic verses, Hadis 
narrations and the aphorisms of our Shuyukh (pious predecessors). Glance at these and 
try to absorb as these may instill a fear in your heart: 

1 . Backbiting severs the faith. 

2. It can cause a faithless end. 

3. Furthermore, excessive backbiting is also a major cause for one’s supplication not 
being accepted. 

4. Backbiting deprives one from the blessings of Salah and Saum. 

5. It erases the good deeds. 

6. It devours the good deeds. 

7. Even if the backbiter repents, he will still be the last one to enter Paradise. 

8. Backbiting is absolutely Haram, a major sin that condemns one to the inferno of 
Hell. 

9. It is worse than fornication. 

10. The one, who backbites against a Muslim, is tangled with the sin worse than 
fornication. 
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11. If backbiting is submerged in the ocean, the whole ocean would smell foul. 

12. Backbiters will be made to eat the dead in Hell. 

13. Backbiting is like eating the carcass of your dead brother. 

14. It engenders torment in the grave. 

15. On Layla-tul-Mi’raj (the night of ascension), the Prophet j* witnessed 

that the backbiter was eating his own flesh cut from the sides and was peeling his 
face and chest with his own copper nails. 

16. Backbiters will be forced to eat their own flesh. 

17. In addition, the backbiter will be resurrected looking like a dog on the Day of 
Judgment. 

18. Backbiter will be monkey of the Hell. 

19. Backbiter will be running amuck between the blazing infernos and boiling water 
seeking death. Even the Hell-dwellers will be sick of him. 

20. The backbiter will be the first one to enter Hell. 



An inspiring Madam parable 

Sadr-ul-Afadil, Shaykh Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddln MuradabadI states 

on the 823 rd page of his (commentary of Quran) Khazdin-ul-‘Irfan that when the Noble 
Prophet would set out on an expedition he would group one poor person 

with two rich individuals so that the poor person would serve his rich companions and 
the rich would in turn feed him. This way all would benefit from each other. Once on a 
journey, Sayyiduna Salman si£.jis5&bi<sA> was grouped with two well-off individuals; at one 
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time during the journey, he was unable to prepare food as he had gone to sleep. His 
companions, therefore, sent him to get some food from the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
iii j*. The Noble Prophet’s chef at that time was Sayyiduna Usamah 
who did not have any food left, hence Sayyiduna Salman had to return empty- 

handed. When he informed his companions about the situation, they replied, ‘Usamah 
has been stingy.’ When those two people came before the Noble Prophet isSaisij* 

he (revealing the unseen by the Will of Allah said, ‘I can see the traces of flesh in 
your teeth.’ The two replied, ‘We have not eaten any meat!’ The Prophet 
told them, ‘You have just backbitten and the one, who backbites against a Muslim, eats 
his flesh.’ (TqfsTr BaghwT, vol. 4, pp. 194) 

Allah JiiA has stated in the Glorious Quran: 






Do not look out for faults and do not back bite one another. Would any of you like to eat the 
flesh of his dead brother? You would abominate it! 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 26, Surah Al-Hujurat, Verse 12) 



Why is backbiting Haram? 

Commenting on backbiting, Shaykh Imam Ahmad Bin Hajar Makki Shafi’I i^kAjia 
states that the wisdom behind the forbidding of tarnishing one’s character or reputation 
(backbiting), even if it is the truth to protect, to the highest degree, a believer’s prestige 
and reputation. This also signifies the importance of preserving other’s rights, reputation 
and character. Moreover, Allah intensified a Muslim’s prestige whilst likening it to 
the flesh and blood, whereas the backbiting was compared exaggeratedly with the carcass 
of his brother. Hence, it is stated in the Quran: 




Would any of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would abominate it! 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 26, Surah Al-Hujurat, Verse 12) 
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A reason for likening the backbiting of a Muslim’s prestige to eating his flesh is that the 
victim maunders the same (emotional) pain that he would feel if his flesh were physically 
cut-off from his body, or maybe more. The wise considers a Muslim’s prestige far more 
valuable than the flesh and blood therefore like any sane person detests eating human 
flesh, the wise also detests disparaging of a Muslim’s reputation even more strongly 
because it also causes agony for the victim. Also, in order to emphasize on ‘eating the 
brother’s flesh’, it is not to speak of eating the flesh of brother but it is even unlikely to 
chew a little. (Az-Zawajir Aniqtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 2, pp. 10) 



Refuting a contention about backbiting 

Precluding to the idea that backbiting should only be Haram in the presence of the one 
being slandered, Shaykh Imam Ahmad Bin Hajar Makki Shafi’I jss *$\ sdii poses a 

question with an opposing view about backbiting and then goes on to refute it himself. 
Here it is: 

Opposing cj,uedion: It is understandable that it is Haram to expose someone’s frailties in 
his immediate presence because that puts the exposed in agony, but why is it Haram if 
the person (whose flaws are being revealed) is not present, thus he has no pain because 
he is not even aware of the conversations regarding him? 

Refutation: By the use of the word ‘dead’ (^) (in Surah Al-Hujurat, part 26, verse 12) 
this objection is automatically answered. Although this is very despicable yet if the dead 
brother, who is eaten, does not (seemingly) feel the pain. However if the dead would 
come to know that he is being eaten, then he would certainly go through much agony. 
Similarly, if the person disparaged is not present, then he would certainly be hurt if he 
comes to know that someone spoke ill of him behind his back. (Az-Zawajir Aniqtiraf-il- 
Kabair, vol. 2, pp. 10) 



Difference between backbiting and calumny 

The Noble Prophet isSsiiJ* once asked, ‘Do you know what backbiting is?’ They 

(the companions) answered, ‘Allah j«5*- and His Prophet dM&y J* know best.’ 

Then the Beloved and Blessed Prophet s&jtss&tii j* explained, ‘Backbiting is that you 



Backbiting - A Cancer in our Society 



talk about your brother in a manner which he would dislike.’ Someone then asked, 
‘What if that (fault) is found in him?’ He j* replied, ‘If the statement you are 

making (about his fault) is found in him, you have in fact committed backbiting against 
him; whereas if that (fault) is not in him, then you have calumniated him.’ (Sahih Muslim, 
pp. 1397, Hadis 2589) 



The renowned exegetist of the Quran, Haklm-ul-Ummat, Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
o&sJ! Aji **£ has stated, ‘Backbiting is to make disparaging remarks that are true and 
calumny is to lay false allegations and make remarks that 
are untrue. Backbiting is speaking the truth; however, it is 
Haram. The abuses are often true but remain profane and 
Haram. This leads us to the following principle that truth 
is not always Halal. The conclusion is that backbiting is a sin and calumny is twice as 
severe.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 6, pp. 456) 



Backbiting is a sin and 
calumny is twice as severe. 



Defining backbiting 

Shaykh Mufti Amjad ‘All A’zarni has defined backbiting as ‘backbiting is to 

slander someone’s obscure shortcoming in his absence.’ (Bahar-e-Shan’at, vol. 16, pp. 175) 

Ibn Jauzi definition of backbiting 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sadly, the majority of the population today is not even aware of 
the definition of backbiting, even though understanding and knowing laws pertaining to 
backbiting is Fard (obligatory) upon all Muslims. 

On page 256 of Ansuon ka Darya [the 300-page publication of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, 
the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], Shaykh ‘Allamah Abul Faraj ‘Abdur 
Rahman Bin Jauzi has stated, ‘You mention your brother in such a manner 

that would upset him, if he hears or comes to know about it, even if it is the truth. That 
is to say that you talk bad about or find faults in his personality, intellect, clothes, deeds, 
the statements that he makes, his lack of practice of the religion, house, means of 
transportation, children, slaves, and everything that is associated with him. Even saying 
that his sleeve or shirt is too long is considered an act of backbiting.’ (Bahr-ud-Dumu’, pp. 187) 
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What is backbiting? 

Shaykh Imam Ahmad Bin Hajar Makki Shafi’i Aji s«u has stated, ‘The revered 
scholars -io dbi concur that backbiting is to mention any shortcoming that the 
person possesses. Whether the fault is in his non-practice of religion, worldly affairs, 
personality, character, wealth, progeny, spouse, servant, slave, turban, demeanour and 
mannerism, attire, smile, lack of common sense, rudeness, politeness and anything related 
to him. Examples of backbiting about the other’s physique are: He is blind, crippled, 
bald, midget, lanky, and black or yellow, etc. Whereas statements such as; he is corrupt, 
thief, embezzler, tyrant, lazy in offering Salah, disobedient of his parents would fall 
under examples of backbiting about the other’s irreligiousness.’ 

The Imam *&><$&&&** has further stated, ‘It is said that backbiting is as sweet as dates and 
as caustic and exhilarating as alcohol.’ May Allah Js-A^ protect us from this evil. May 
He fulfil the rights (with His mercy and compassion) of those that we may have 
violated as He JmS*- is the only One Who knows the exact number of our violations.’ 

(Az-Zaxvajir Aniqtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 2, pp. 19) 



Was I an infamous gangster? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Sincerely repent from the grave habitual sin of backbiting and 
make an ardent effort to safeguard your tongue (from sins). In order to attain perseverance 
in repentance, embrace Dawat-e-Islami’s fabulous Madam environment and travel in 
the Madam Qafilah to learn the Sunnah. To seek inspiration and motivation, read the 
following account that shows the marvels of Dawat-e-Islami: 



Gunah-e-gada ka hisab kya woh agarchay lakh say hayn siwa 
Magar ay ‘Afii, Tayray ‘afw ka to hisab hay na shumar hay 



What to say of the accounts of this servant, sins of whom are countless 
However, O Forgiver, Your Forgiveness has no limits and is endless 
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A Muballigh states that while travelling with a Madani Qafilah in Jumadil-Aula, 1428 
A.H. (June 2008) he reached Okara, Punjab. There, he met a bearded old man crowned 
with a green ‘Imamah (turban). The old Islamic brother iterated how his amazing 
transformation took place, ‘Before embracing the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, 
I was an infamous gangster in my locality. My addiction to alcohol was so severe that 
bottles of booze could always be found in my car. I would always carry a weapon for my 
safety with the armed bodyguards that would accompany me. Because of my evil actions, 
people resented me so much that they preferred not to even pass by me. 

What caused me to tread on these Madani tracks is that the Muballighin (preachers), 
who were actively calling people towards righteousness in our area, would try to call on 
me too, but I was drowned in an abyss of heedlessness. Therefore, instead of answering 
to their call, I would hold their hand and say, ‘Come sit and have a drink with me.’ 
Sometimes I would rebuke them, at other times I would reprimand them harshly; despite 
that adverse reaction, they would still find opportunities to come and try to inspire me. 

A long period passed by like this where they tenaciously persisted with their invitations 
and I kept consistently putting them off. Then, as usual, when the brothers came to me, I 
thought to myself that these poor fellows had been striving for a long time, why not I 
lent an attentive ear and listened to what those brothers had to say. Following my heart, 
I listened to them carefully. (Through) Allah’s sheer Magnificence, their message pierced 
my heart. I uttered Labbaik (i.e. I am ready), and went along with the brothers to the 
Masjid. As far as I could recall, that was the first time I had entered the Masjid after 
attaining maturity. 

The company of the devotees of the Prophet and the Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ 
transformed the dimensions of my heart. Then I began to regularly seek the company of 
these Islamic brothers and also became a Murid (disciple) into the Spiritual Sufi order of 
Ghaus-e-A’zam (Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani J&tf Aji tefr). After I became a Murid, 
gradually, my demeanour began to change. I sincerely repented from all my sins, gave 
up alcohol, began to offer Salah punctually. I also grew a beard according to the Sunnah, 
and crowned a green ‘Imamah (turban) on my head. People were astonished on that 
transformation and could not believe how such an evil person could become an upright 
individual. 
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Once, it was almost comical when two journalists were astonished to see me as they 
crossed my path. They confirmed with me as to whether I was the same gangster and 
wanted to publish my story in their newspaper, but I refused. By the grace of Allah JUAs 
it was the blessings of the righteous Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami that a 
person as corrupt and decadent as me fostered a change within himself. I began to tread 
on the path of Salah and Sunnah and became a respectable person of the community. 

Allah karam aysa karay tujh pay jahan mayn 
Ay Dawat-e-Islami tayri dhum machi ho 

O Dawat-e-Islami, may Allah bless you so; 

That, around the world, you prosper and glow! 

(Jp tJlij all! JLs ^ Jf' !j^ ? 



Inspirational efforts led him onto the path of Paradise 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you observe the benefits of sincerity and perseverance in striving 
to enjoin good? Due to someone’s inspirational efforts, one who was trailing on the path 
of devastation of the Hereafter, changed course and set out on the path to Paradise. All 
Islamic brothers should call everybody towards righteousness without distinction and 
hesitation. You never know that a few words you utter may change someone’s life and 
which inturn might engender perpetual reward for you. Enjoining towards good retains 
many virtues. 

Attaining the Sawab of worshipping one year for every word 

Once, the Prophet Sayyiduna Musa Kalimullah vJUb kUH s Hi ^ asked Allah 
‘Allah Js-sS^! What is the reward for the one who enjoins his brother towards good and 
forbids evil?’ Allah replied, ‘For his every word, I grant him the reward worth a 
year’s worship and I get Haya in sanctioning him to the torments of Hell.’ (Mukashafa-tul- 
Qulub, pp. 48) 
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Mujhay turn aysT do himmat Aqa 
Dun sab ko nayki kl da ’w at Aqa 
Band do mujh ko bhl nayk khaslat 
Nabi-e-Rahmat Shaft’ -e-Ummat 



Give me such strength my Master, that I invite all towards righteousness, 
Make my manners refined, please, the Intercessor, the Prophet of Mercifulness 







4lil 




*0^ dl 

<— JLil (Jp IjLsi 



Our homes are like war zones 

Dear Islamic brothers! By Allah the consequences of backbiting are extremely 
perilous. Our homes are like war zones and families and communities are falling apart 
because of this evil. Even many propagators of the religion have built walls of resentment 
around each other. Alas! How will our feeble flesh bear the severe and terrifying 
punishment as retribution for backbiting? 

Hanging by the chest 

Listen carefully! The Holy Prophet JUs-ta-sfe JfaSi&i has warned us, ‘On Layla-tul-Mi’raj 
(the Night of Ascension), I came across such men and women who were hanging by their 
chests. I asked, ‘Jibril! Who are these people?’ He replied, ‘These are the ones who slander 
people (with false allegations) in their presence and speak ill against them behind their 
backs. Regarding these people, Allah states in the Quran: 



Woe to every slanderer, backbiter. 




[Kanz-ul-Iman ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah Al-Humazah, Verse 1) 
(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 5, pp. 309, Hadis 6750) 
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Nails of copper 

The Noble Prophet jts &i>i j* has cautioned, ‘On Layla-tul-Mi’raj (the Night of 

Ascension), I came across such a nation that were scratching their faces and chests with 
nails made of copper. I asked, ‘Jibril! Who are these people?’ He replied, ‘They used to 
eat the flesh of humans (backbite) and would tarnish their reputation.’ (Sunan Abi Dawud, 
vol. 4, pp. 353, Hadis 4878) 



Indulgence of women in backbiting 

The renowned exegetist of the Quran, Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan has 

expounded on this subject, ‘They were inflicted with the torment of itching. They would 
scratch and wound their own faces and chest with their sharp and pointy nails that were 
made of copper. May Allah grant us refuge from such punishment as it is indeed 
severe. What the Prophet observed with his own eyes will take place after 

the Day of Judgment.’ He has further added, ‘Those people used to backbite 

against and disparaged the reputation of Muslims. Women indulge in these more often 
therefore they should derive a lesson from this.’ (Mirat-ul-Manafih, vol. 6, pp. 619) 

Being fed their own flesh 

Dear Islamic brothers! I urge you to reflect about this in solitude. If we cannot even bear 
a minor itch or a minor cut, then how will we endure the punishment of picking and 
peeling the chest and the face - as retribution to our indulgence in backbiting and failure 
to repent from this grave sin? Listen carefully to the following narration about another 
arduous retribution for backbiting. Sayyiduna Abu Sa’ld Khudrl has narrated 

that the Noble Prophet Usaisij* stated, ‘The night in which I was made to traverse 

the Heavens, I came across a nation that was being fed flesh severed from their own 
sides. They were told, ‘Eat, as you used to eat the flesh of your brothers.’ I asked, 
‘Jibril! Who are they?’ He replied, ‘Master! They used to backbite against people.’ 
(Dalail-un-Nubuwwah, vol. 2, pp. 393) ( Tanbih-ul-GhafilTn , pp. 86) 



Brother’s carcass will be fed 

The Merciful and Compassionate Prophet has stated, ‘Whoever eats the 

flesh of his dead brother (i.e. backbites) in this world, (that brother) will be brought 
close to him on the Day of Recompense and he (the backbiter) will be ordered, ‘Eat his 
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carcass, (just as) you used to eat him alive.’ He will then eat his dead brother’s flesh 
and moan and cry (because of pain) expressing disgust from his facial expressions.’ 

(Al-Mu'jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 1, pp. 450, Hadis 1656) 

The tongue will not burn 

Dear Islamic brothers! Break away from backbiting and other sinful conversations and 
indulge in the remembrance of Allah and the recitation of Na’at of His Beloved 
Prophet JUs-dbsskjtdfibi j*. Reap numerous rewards by immersing in the recitation of the 
Quran, sending salutations upon the Holy Prophet 

(Tafslr) ‘Ruh-ul-Bayan cites a Hadis QudsI: Whoever recites once AM p-L? 

and Surah Al-Fatihah by joining them together (like this ojjiill £>j Ai iiil jLA-yll A' p-A 
till the end of the Surah) then you be the witness that I have forgiven him, accepted all 
his good deeds and pardoned his sins and I will not burn his tongue, I will free him from 
the torment of the grave, the torment of the fire, the torment of the Day of Judgment 
and from the acute apprehension.’ (Ruh-ul-Bayan, pp. 9, vol. 1) Note the proper manner of 
joining [join the last alphabet Mlm (with Kasrah) of AM pJLi with Lam (with 

Jazm) in Ji lbL\] as in ...ojJdjl Oj Ji dil and then completing the 

entire Surah Al-Fatihah. 



Rihai mujh ko milay hash! Nafs-o-Shaytan say gunah 
Tayray Habib ka dayta hun wasitah Yd Rab 
Bay ‘adad aur jurm bhl hayn la-ta ’dad 
Kar ‘afw, seh na sakun ga koT saza Yd Rab 

Would that I be free of Satan and sins 
I supplicate by means of Your Habib Yd Rab 
Sins are too many to be counted 
Forgive! I won’t be able to bear the torment Yd Rab 
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Deprived of the virtues of Salah 

Dear Islamic brothers! One of the problems of backbiting is that it bodes the deprivation 
of the blessings of Salah and fasts. This one time when two people completed their Zuhr 
or ‘Asr Salah, the Knower of the Unseen (Ghayb), the Noble Prophet told 

them, ‘Both of you do Wudu, repeat your Salah, complete your fast and make-up (Qada) 
of today’s fast by tomorrow.’ They asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah JUs-jib-skJtftiii j*! Why have you 
ordered us to do this?’ He replied, ‘You have backbitten so-and-so person.’ 

(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 5, pp. 303, Hadis 6729) 



Two sayings of the Prophet ^ 

Dear Islamic brothers! Backbiting is detrimental to worship. Here are two sayings of the 
Prophet JUj^jssMsSiAi J* that elucidate this point: 

1. ‘Fast is armour until it is broken.’ Upon which he was asked, ‘What breaks it?’ He 
replied, ‘Lies and backbiting.’ (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 3,pp. 264, Hadis 4536) 

2. ‘Fasting is not just abstaining from food and drink. Fasting is to (also) abstain from 
profane and irrelevant conversation.’ (Al-Mustadrak, vol. 2,pp. 67, Hadis 1611) 

Does backbiting invalidate the fast? 

Backbiting causes the deprivation of blessings from the fast and worship. The Guiding 
Light of Spirituality, the Scribe of Islamic Jurisprudence, Mufti Amjad ‘All A’zaml 
Jji aii explains on page 984 of Bahar-e-Shanat, Volume 1 [the publication of 
Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami]: ‘The fast is not 
invalidated by nocturnal emission or backbiting. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 3, pp. 421, 428) Even 
though backbiting is a major sin as the Quran likened backbiting to devouring the flesh 
of your dead brother and the Prophet classified it as a sin ‘ worse than 

fornication .’ (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 5, pp. 63, Hadis 6590) However, the blessings are taken 
away from the fast. (Bahar-e-Sharl’at, vol. 1, pp. 984) 

On page 996, the Shaykh s&i hh? has further added, ‘Sinful acts such as lies, tale- 
bearing, backbiting, abusing, vulgarism, and hurting others are generally Haram, moreover, 
whilst observing fast these acts are even worse and bring a sense of repugnance to the fast.’ 

(Bahar-e-Sharl’at, vol. 1, pp. 996) 
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Running amuck between scorching water and fire 

The Noble Prophet, the Sultan of the Worlds JUs^sasfcJtsSsiiiJ* has warned us, ‘Four types 
of dwellers in Hell will be running amuck between Hamim and Jahim (i.e. the scorching 
water and fire) seeking Wayl and Subur (i.e. destruction). One of them will be eating his 
own flesh. The Hell-dwellers will say, ‘What is wrong with this wretched soul, he is 
intensifying our suffering.’ They will be told, ‘This wretched person used to eat others’ 
flesh (backbite) and was a tale-bearer.’ (Zamm-ul-Ghibah li-Ibn-e-Abid Dunya, pp. 89, Raqm 49) 

Quintessential fear 

Dear Islamic brothers! Alas, the arduous torment of Hell! It is imperative that we distance 
ourselves from backbiting and sins or else we will face extreme hardship. We should 
have remorse and fear because of our sins. Here is a parable that explains tremendous 
fear that our righteous predecessors possessed: Once a caravan of ‘Abidin (righteous 
worshippers) set out on a journey. Sayyiduna ‘Ata j(ss^JL)iS>f was also a part of the 
group. Their diligence in worship had caused sunken eyes, swollen feet and weakness. So 
weak, that it looked as if they had just come out of their graves. One of them fainted 
during the journey. Despite the fact that it was very cold, he started sweating out of fear. 
When he regained consciousness, people asked him about the cause of his perspiration, 
to which he replied, ‘When I crossed this area, the sin that I had once committed here 
came to my mind and an intense fear of the accountability on the Day of Judgment 
prickled my heart and I lost consciousness.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 4, pp. 229) 



Kisl ki khamiyan daikhayn na mayri ankhayn aur 
Karay zaban na ‘aybaun ka tazkirah Yd Rab 
Tulayn na hashr mayn ‘Attar kay ‘amal Maula 
Bila-hisab hi Tu is ko bakhshna Yd Rab 

Allah, may I never see others’ deficiency 
Nor may I ever talk about their frailty 
Allah, on the scales don’t weigh ‘Altar’s deeds 
May he be forgiven without any accountability 
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You devoured your brother’s flesh 

The companion Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’ud has narrated, ‘We were in 

the noble court of the Holy Prophet when a person stood up and left. 

After his departure, a person started backbiting against him, upon which the Noble 
Prophet j* said, ‘Pick your teeth.’ The person asked, ‘Why should I pick my 

teeth as I have not eaten any meat?’ The Holy Prophet JUs«dbssfcJtss*iii J* replied, ‘Indeed 
you have eaten your brother’s flesh (you slandered him).’ (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir, vol. 10, pp. 102, 
Hadis 10092) 

16 Examples of backbiting when one departs from a gathering 

When some people leave from a gathering, others often slip into backbiting against them. 
They should learn a lesson from the aforementioned narration. Here are some expressions 
of backbiting listed to serve as examples: 

1. Good riddance, he is gone! 

2. We were bored in his company. 

3. He argues just for the heck of it. 

4. It is his way or the highway. 

5. He does not listen to anyone. 

6. He thinks he knows it all. 

7. Take his talk with a grain of salt. 

8. He is always looking for a reason to burst into laughter. 

9. He is so full of himself. 

10. He is stubborn. 

1 1 . Brother! May Allah save us from such individuals. 

12. He is a bit of a bigmouth. 

13. He is BBC. 

14. He blurts out everything. 



16 



Backbiting - A Cancer in our Society 



15. Whatever you said in front of him; now watch how it spreads and everyone finds 
out. 

16. Yes brother! Next time he comes, change the topic, because man he is a loudmouth, 
etc. 



Tu ghibat ki ‘adat churn Yd Ilahi 
Burl bayihakon say bacha Yd Ilahi 
Ho bayzar dil tohmaton chugliyon say 
Mujhay nayk bandah band Yd Ilahi! 

From the habit of backbiting, my Allah, May I abstain 
From the wicked gatherings, may I restrain 
From tale-bearing and accusations, my heart is in disdain 
Righteousness and piety, my Allah! May I attain 

cii 



-U*P Jp JUo Ahl 



Spewed meat 

Someone asked Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Salamah a question regarding backbiting 

to which she replied, ‘One Friday, when I woke up in the morning the Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet went to offer Salat-ul-Fajr. One of my neighbours, an 

Ansari woman from Madinah, came to the house and began to speak-ill (backbite) 
against some men and women. I also partook in it and began to laugh. Upon the return 
of the Noble Prophet we became silent. The Holy Prophet JU5«ab«kjtsSii>i j* 

covered his nose with a corner of his shawl as he stood in the doorway and ordered, 
‘Both of you go and rinse your mouth with water.’ I threw up a lot of (pieces of) flesh. 
Similarly, the other woman also spewed out flesh. I asked the Noble Prophet j* 

as to why I threw up pieces of flesh. He JUs-absife dtsSiti J* replied, ‘This flesh is of the 
person whom you have backbitten.’ (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 7, pp. 572) 
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23 Expressions of backbiting used amongst women 

Islamic sisters should also carefully read to this narration over and over again and give it 
due consideration. Sadly! When the Islamic sisters sit together, they often indulge 
in backbiting against other sisters who are not present. Here are 23 examples of such 
expressions that are commonly used: 

1. She is divorced. 

2. She has a long tongue. 

3. She does not let her husband stay in peace. 

4. She is disrespectful of her husband. 

5. Well, she is then beaten. 

6. She has no decency. 

7. It seems that she will only rest after she gets a divorce. 

8. She breathes down her daughter-in-law’s neck. 

9. She treats her daughter-in-law like a maid. 

10. She even beats her daughter-in-law. 

1 1 . She purposely starves her daughter-in-law. 

12. Though her daughter-in-law is sick, she does not let her rest. 

13. She quarrels with her neighbours. 

14. She is irritable. 

15. She is snobbish because of her husband’s wealth. 

16. She yells at her children. 

17. She is so stingy. 

18. She acts poor, but has lots of (wealth and) gold. 

19. The girl is good mannered but because of her mother her engagement was broken. 

20. She is getting older but no one is ready to take her hand in marriage. 

21. Her daughter is a teen now, but she does not make her stay home. 
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22. She got her two daughters married, but did not invite her neighbours, even verbally. 

23. She has left her in-laws (after quarrelling with them) and gone back to her parents’ 
house. 

Vision of the Prophet 

Islamic sisters! Sincerely repent from backbiting and protect your tongue from such 
insinuations. Embrace the Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami to achieve steady 
persistence in your course of actions against backbiting. Continue to endeavour in the 
Madam activities sanctioned by Dawat-e-Islami and travel in the auspicious Madam 
Qafilah to learn the Sunnah. If anyone were to ask me as to what benefit does Madam 
Qafilah bring to the fore; I would ask them what benefit does it not bring? Here is an 
account that shows the felicities that the Madam Qafilah brings. Read it as it is outpouring 
with the love of the Holy Prophet JUs«db«isj<sSiii i j* and put your seal of approval by saying 
at the end of the couplet after the parable. 

An Islamic sister from Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) has reported that, ‘A sisters’ 
Madam Qafilah came to my city. I was fortunate to attend the Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ 
on the second day after the area visit to call people towards righteousness. After the 
discourse in Ijtima’ while Salat-‘Alan-NabI was being recited, I saw with my very own 
eyes that the source of Peace for our Hearts, the Holy Prophet Jtsiiii J*, wearing a 

garland of flowers, arrived to the congregation. My tears began to flow involuntarily as I 
was overwhelmed by the glorious sight of my Beloved Prophet JUs-dtfcsfe JfaSiii J*. Then, the 
faith-invigorating sight of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* vanished and 

afterwards the Ijtima’ came to its conclusion.’ 

Mil gaye woh to phir kami kya hay 
Dauno ‘alam ko pa liya ham nay 

Do we really need anything else? 

When we got him, both the worlds we possess 

You just had some meat 

The Holy Prophet J* was once in his abode when some meat was brought 

before him as a gift. Sayyiduna Zayd Bin Sabit was teaching Hadis narrations 
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to the Ashab-e-Suffah next to the Masjid-un-Nabawi. They asked Sayyiduna Zayd Bin 
Sabit stiles if he would ask the Beloved Prophet j* for some meat on 

their behalf as they had not eaten any meat in days. When he left, they started talking 
amongst themselves that Sayyiduna Zayd Bin Sabit ast jus iAi ^ would meet the Holy 
Prophet JUs<^3<sfcjtss*i>i in the same manner as they would, then why (what authority did 
he have) would he narrate Hadis to them. 

When Sayyiduna Zayd Bin Sabit ^ Jtss iAi came into the blessed court of the Holy 
Prophet and iterated the desire of the Ashab-e-Suffah, the Knower of the 

Unseen, the Prophet JUs^b<sfeJtss*iii J* told him, ‘Go and tell them that they have just eaten 
some meat.’ When Sayyiduna Zayd Bin Sabit ^ relayed the message of the 

Prophet J^idbssfejtsSsiii J* to them, they swore that they had not eaten meat for several 
days. Sayyiduna Zayd Bin Sabit au-JisSiAig*? went back to the holy court and requested 
again for some meat. The Holy Prophet said the same thing, ‘They just 

ate some meat.’ Sayyiduna Zayd Bin Sabit came back and relayed the same 

message. That time all the Ashab-e-Suffah went to ask the Holy Prophet j* 

themselves. The Noble Prophet jtsSi&i J* said, ‘You just ate your brother’s flesh 

and the traces of the meat are still in your teeth. Spit and have a look at the redness of 
the flesh.’ Thereupon, they did exactly and blood was all over (in their saliva). They all 
repented, recanted their words, and asked Sayyiduna Zayd Bin Sabit to forgive 

them. (Tanbih-ul-GhafilTn, pp. 86) 



Dwellers of Hell eating the dead carcass 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Abbas has reported that the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet Jfasabi j* saw dwellers of Hell on Layla-tul-Mi’raj (the Night of Ascension) 

who were eating a dead carcass (of a person). The Holy Prophet asked, 

‘Jibril! Who are these people?’ Angel Jibril replied, ‘They are those who would 

eat peoples’ flesh.’ The Prophet jtrfi&i J* also saw a person who was extremely red 

in colour and had blue eyes. He asked Jibril as to who he was. 

Jibril vi£ji replied, ‘He is the one who severed the legs of the she-camel of Prophet 
Sayyiduna Salih HjXJJIoJx.’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 1, pp. 553, Hadis 2324) 
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Eating a dead animal is not easy 

Dear Islamic brothers! Backbiting seems very easy but keep this in mind that eating a 
dead carcass in Hell will not be easy by any means. One cannot consume goat’s fresh raw 
meat. Sometimes we do not feel like eating meat if it is not well done, or if it does not 
have enough salt or proper spices or if it is cold. Just imagine! How can one eat, not 
Zablha meat but that of the dead and not of a Halal animal but of a dead human being. 
Further, the person with red skin and blue eyes mentioned in the Hadis was none other 
than the infamous wicked Qadar Bin Salif from the nation of Samud. He severed the legs 
of the Sayyiduna Salih’s she-camel. 



The pigs and monkeys of Hell 

Just glance at the devastating punishment of backbiting. The famous saint Sayyiduna 
Hatim Asam has stated, ‘It has been relayed to us that in Hell the backbiter’s 

face will be metamorphosed into the face of a monkey, liar’s face will be metamorphosed 
into the face of a dog and an envier’s face will be metamorphosed into the face of a pig.’ 

(Tanbih-ul-Mughtarin, pp. 194) 



Mujhay ghibaton say bacha Yd Ilahi 
Gunahaun ki ‘adat churn Yd Ilahi 
Pa-ay MurshidT day mu ’afi Khudaya 
Na dozakh mayn mujh ko jala Yd Ilahi 



Allah, from backbiting, may I am saved 
Allah, habit of sins, may it be erased 
Forgive me, for my Murshid’s sake 
From fire of Hell, may I be spared 
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Four advices 

From page 163 of Minh.aj-u.l-' Abidin [the 344-page publication of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, 
the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], following sayings of Sayyiduna Ibrahim 
Bin Adham are extracted: ‘I stayed in the company of many saints 

in the Lebanon mountains. All of the saints advised me to disperse the following four 
pieces of advice wherever I go: 

1. Whoever eats to the fullest of his appetite will not relish the taste of worship. 

2. Whoever sleeps excessively will not have blessings in his lifespan. 

3. Whoever seeks only to please the people will be in despair from Allah’s pleasure. 

4. Whoever excessively backbites and indulges in lots of irrelevant conversations will 
not die on Islam.’ (Minhaj-ul- ‘Abidin (Arabic), pp. 98) 



Backbiting is detrimental to the faith 

The Beloved Prophet JUs-jib <« isjisSsiii j* has stated, ‘Backbiting and tale-bearing sever the 
faith as the shepherd cuts the tree.’ (Attarghib Wattarhib, vol. 3, pp. 332, Hadis 28) 

The torment for a faithless end 

Dear Islamic brothers! From the above Hadis, we came to learn that there is a chance 
that one may lose his faith, because of indulgence in backbiting. Alas, the one who loses 
his faith is doomed. Whoever dies on Kufr, when he reaches his grave then he will not be 
able to correctly answer the questions posed by Munkar and Nakir. Then the series of 
terrifying torments will start in the grave. 

Guiding Light of Spirituality, the Scribe of Islamic Jurisprudence, Mufti Amjad ‘All 
A’zarni writes on page 110 of Bahar-e-Shari’at, Volume 1 [the 1250-page 

publication of Maktaba-tul-Madinali, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami]: ‘At 
that moment, a herald in the skies will call out that he is a liar. Place a bed of lire for him, 
clothe him with attire made of fire and open a door towards Hell. The heat and flames of 
Hell will reach him and two blind and deaf angels will be ordered to punish him. They 
will have iron goads. If they were to strike a mountain with their iron goads, it would turn 
to dust. The angels will continuously strike him with their goads. Snakes and scorpions 
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will also torment the person. Hence, his actions will metamorphose into a dog, a bear or 
any other form and will punish him (as well).’ (Bahar-e-Shan’at, vol. 1, pp. 110-111) 

Damned to Hell forever 

Kafir (infidels) will also be subjected to several torments on the Day of Judgment and 
eventually, they will be dragged by their heads and thrown into Hell, where they will 
reside forever. After describing the heart wrenching punishments, Guiding Light of 
Spirituality, the Scribe of Islamic Jurisprudence, Mufti Amjad ‘All A’zamI 
further goes on to say, ‘Then, the Kafir will be placed in a chest of fire, which will be as 
long as his height. A fire will then be ignited inside the chest which will be locked with a 

Every Kafir will think that he is the 
only one in the fire now and this 
will be the torment on top of all 
other punishments. 

fire now and this will be the torment on top of all other punishments. This torment will 
continue forever for him. 

When all those destined for Paradise will enter Paradise and only those will remain in 
Hell that are to dwell in it forever; death will be brought looking like a sheep and placed 
in between Paradise and Hell. A herald will call the dwellers of Paradise, who will peep 
fearing that they may be banished from Paradise. Then, the herald will call the Hell dwellers 
who will peep excitedly thinking that they are being freed from their torment. The herald 
will then ask them all if they recognize this. They will answer, ‘Yes, this is death.’ Death 
will then be slaughtered and it will be called out, ‘People of Paradise! Eternity! There is 
no death anymore. People of Hell! Eternity! There is no death now.’ At that time, it will 
be joy for the Heaven-dwellers; whereas sorrow will be for the Hell-dwellers. 

We ask Allah (JU-A^) for forgiveness and we seek the wellbeing of our religion, our worldly 
matters and of our Hereafter. 

(Bahar-e-Sharfat, vol. l,pp. 170-171) 



lock of fire. Then, the chest will be put into another 
chest of fire in which fire will also be lit between 
the chests. That chest will also be locked. Likewise, 
the chest will be placed into a third; a fire will be lit 
and then locked with a lock of fire. At this point, 
every Kafir will think that he is the only one in the 
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‘Attar hay Iman ki hifazat ka suwali 
Khali nahin jaye ga yeh darbar-e-NabT say 



Preservation of faith, ‘Attar seeks 
Empty-handed from Prophet’s court, he will not leave 



jp ju5 4jb! jja 



jp juS alii ju> 




4iii ju: 



<— jp ijLu 
hi ji 

<—*1*^1 jp ijLu 



Can you hate he who forgoes Nafl? 

It has been reported on the authority of Sayyiduna ‘Amir Bin Wasilah <>*?, ‘During 
the physical life of the Holy Prophet lus^iii j* a person passed by a community and 

greeted them with Salam. The people responded to his Salam but when he left, one person 
from them said, ‘I hate him for Allah the Exalted. When he, who had left, came to 
know about the opinion of the other person he approached the court of the Glorious 
Prophet J*s*i\s4 & Jirfabi and narrated the whole incident and then requested the Beloved 

of Allah to summon the other person and ask him why he hates me. 

The Beloved Prophet JUsidb<sfcjtss«iii J* called for the person. When he came, the Noble 
Prophet JUs-jibssfeJ tsJ&tii j* asked him about his statement. He affirmed that he did say such 
a thing. The Prophet j* asked him, ‘Why do you hate him?’ He replied, ‘I 

am his neighbour. I want the best for him. By Allah Js-iSs I have not seen him offer any 
Nafl Salah besides the Fard that he offers and Fard is offered by the righteous and the 
wicked.’ The person who had brought the complaint said, ‘Ya Rasulallah! Ask him if he 
has seen me delay the fulfilment of any of my Fard Salah, or if he has observed that I 
have been deficient in the performance of Wudu or Ruku or Sujud.’ When the Holy 
Prophet Ju, j* asked him, he said that he had not seen any deficiency in that 
regard but he added, ‘By Allah! I have not seen him observe fast other than the fasts of 
Ramadan; both the righteous and the wicked observe fast in this blessed month.’ To this 
the person replied, ‘Ya Rasulallah! Ask him if I have missed a fast in Ramadan or had 
any shortcoming in the fulfilment of its rights.’ He replied, ‘No, however I have not seen 
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him give anything to the poor besides paying Zakah (poor-due) nor spending in the path 
of Allah All righteous and wicked people pay Zakah.’ The complainant asked the 
Prophet J* to ask him if he had ever seen any of his shortcomings in paying 

Zakah or if he had ever delayed its payment. He replied in the same negative expression. 
The Noble Prophet jisSi&i j* said to the person who hated the other, ‘Stand up; he 

(the complainant) might be better than you.’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 9,pp. 210, Hadis 23864) 

9 Examples of backbiting in Nafl and Mustahab acts 

Dear Islamic brothers! Making statements about others regarding their inability or lack 
of completion of Faraid and Wajibat (the necessities of religion), without a valid cause, 
also falls under backbiting. The same ruling applies to Nawafil and Mustahabbat, because 
this would also cause distress to the Muslim. Here are nine examples of such statements: 

1 . He does not offer Tabajjud. 

2. In his entire life, he has never observed fast on the day of ‘Ashura. 

3. He does not offer Salat-ul-Ishraq and Salat-ud-Duha. 

4. How will he even offer the Nawafil of Awwabln! Go ask him when those Nawafil are 
supposed to be offered? 

5. He calls the food that is served to the people with the intention of presenting the 
Sawab to the pious predecessor, a blessing and is always there to eat it; however, he 
never donates money for it. 

6. My boss is a little uptight. He never gives me some time off to travel with the 
Madam Qafilab. 

7. I even asked him to offer Salat-ut-Taubah as others were offering it, but he still 
did not. 

8. In the congregation to read Quran, he comes at the very end. He might not know 
how to read the Quran. 

9. He comes late to the Na’at recital gatherings, but in time for the meal. 
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Expressions that profess backbiting 

On page 313 of ‘Uyun-ul-Hikayat, Volume 2 [the 413-page publication of Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], a saying of Sayyiduna Haris 
Muhasibi <^4 Jiis^sU. is cited, ‘Refrain from backbiting. It is such an evil that a person 
seeks it amicably and willingly. What do you think of an action that entices you to be 
disloyal to the one who has favoured you and causes good deeds, earned by you, to be 
given to those who you slandered until they are pleased because dirham and dinar will 
not come to your aid? Your religion will be taken away from you, equal to the measure 
of the harm that you caused to a Muslim’s reputation. Therefore, refrain from backbiting, 
make yourself aware of it and recognize its different forms and how it entraps you.’ He 
further added, ‘Take this to heart! Indeed some ignorant and naive individuals indulge 
in backbiting by manifesting their anger on the sins committed by others. They make 
false assumptions and are jealous of them. May Allah JU-sV grant us refuge. Satan further 
misleads these people into thinking that by manifesting their anger; they are actually 
protecting the faith. They make claims of showing anger by speaking ill and making 
derogatory remarks against another person, not for personal reasons, but for protecting 
the religion. The evil of such thought and action is not hidden from the wise. 

Even some learned people have been observed to make statements like, ‘We are only 
doing this for their rectification. We are their well-wishers and only want the best for 
them.’ The fact of the matter is that if these people wanted the best for the others they 
would not have indulged in such an evil action (of backbiting). The thought of giving an 
advice would not cause them to indulge in backbiting (i.e. they would have taken the 
route permissible by Islamic law which is to directly advise the one who has made a 
mistake and not to make a public display of others’ faults). Lay this to heart! At times, 
even the religious and righteous individuals commit backbiting by manifesting expressions 
that profess astonishment. As for the teachers, leaders and officers, they at times indulge 
in backbiting by showing compassion for their subordinates and students; with phrases 
like, ‘O man! I feel so sorry for that person that he commits such-and-such evil. I wish 
he wasn’t into those things (i.e. drug addiction).’ In reality, these people are not feeling 
sorry for others, but are actually exposing their faults and shortcomings in the guise of 
compassion and well-wishing and thus indulging in backbiting. Instead of manifesting 
such (slanderous) expressions, if they really want the best for the other person, they 
could directly approach them and make an effort to rectify their behaviour. 
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Some people have been observed making this point that they are only exposing the faults 
to another person so that the listener supplicates for him. They think that they are doing 
a favour but instead they are actually backbiting. May Allah J«5*- protect us from the 
deceit of Satan and protect us from speaking-ill against other Muslims.’ (‘Uyun-ul-Hikayat, 
vol. 2, pp. 38) 



Backbiting against a child 

According to the Islamic law, one is not allowed to backbite against children just as it is 
impermissible to lie to them. One should not backbite against a child, even if the child is 
only a day old. Parents should be meticulous about this, neither should they speak ill 
behind their child’s back nor speak bad in front of them. They should avoid phrases like, 
‘you are arrogant, mischievous etc. 

When is it allowed to backbite against a child? 

Shaykh ‘Allamah ‘Abdul Hayl Lakhnawl writes in his book titled ‘Ghibat 

Kya Hay, ‘Shaykh Sayyiduna Ibn-e-‘AbidIn ShamI a # cites a saying of Imam 
Ibn-e-Hajar ‘It is Haram to backbite against a minor child and an insane 

person, just as it is Haram to backbite against an adult.’ (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 6, pp. 676) 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Hayi Lakhnawl further elaborates: 






Afsos marz barhta hi jata hay gunahaun ka 



Ho nazar-e-shifa ‘arz ay Sarkar-e-Madinah hay 



Sadly, the disease of sins has grown, O Prophet please! 
Cast a sight of relief upon this helpless 
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1. Backbiting of a juvenile child, who has attained some level of maturity that he is 
pleased when praised and displeased when spoken ill off, is not allowed. The same 
rule applies for someone who is partly insane, as they can also distinguish between 
their praise and condemnation. 

2. Backbiting of an adolescent child or an insane person, who cannot distinguish 
between their praise and condemnation, is not permissible. As their parents, 
guardians or heirs would be hurt, if they came to know about it. 

3. Backbiting is permissible against an adolescent child or an insane person who cannot 
distinguish between their praise and condemnation and has no apparent heirs or 
guardians. However, it is best to refrain from doing so. (Because some jurists contend 
that it is Haram to backbite against an insane person and even a child who is just a 
day old). ( Ghlbat Kya Hay, pp. 20, 21 ) 

17 Examples of backbiting against children 

In short, we should refrain from committing backbiting whether it is against someone 

sane or an insane person, an adult or an adolescent child, an old person or an infant. 

There could be several instances of backbiting against infants and young children, 

because people are normally unaware that doing so could lead to sins. Here we present 

only seventeen examples that can be categorized as backbiting: 

1. He urinated on his bed. 

2. He has grown, but has not learned any manners yet. 

3. He has become a habitual liar. 

4. He scratched his younger sister. 

5. When we take the young one in our arms, the elder one feels jealous. 

6. Both of the young ones tell on each other. 

7. The younger one is very intelligent but our eight year old is not as bright in his 
studies. 



He pesters his mother. 
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9. The infant screams at night. She does not sleep at night nor does she let anyone 
else sleep. 

10. My child threw the glass in anger. 

11. He has become very grouchy. 

12. He has become very sulky in behaviour. 

13. He argues at mealtimes every day. 

14. He is not too bright in his studies. 

15. My elder child pulled her sister’s hair and brought her down to the floor. 

16. He fights a lot. 

17. We get tired of waking him up, but he still does not answer. 

Stop your children from backbiting 

Normally children are seen backbiting against their siblings and other people in their 
childish ways. Parents and elders at home encourage this behaviour by their smiles and 
laughter. For example, if a child saw someone limping and imitates that person, the 
parents laugh and smile at their child’s actions, thus encouraging him. This leads the 
children to think that their actions are appropriate, whereas in reality, their mimicking a 
specific handicapped person constitutes as backbiting under Islamic law. When the 
father returns home from work at night, the children normally relay the events of their 
day. It is pleasing to hear their stories, but their story telling normally comprises of 
many instances of tale-bearing and backbiting against others. Children do not get their 
sins recorded in their deeds; however, it is the responsibility of the parents to raise them 
according to Islamic morals and manners. By listening to the children backbite; you are 
training (wrongly) them to backbite. Thus, the burden of improper upbringing falls upon 
the parents. When these children grow up, this sinful behaviour will be deeply rooted in 
their subconscious. 

Therefore, whenever the child backbites against someone or lies to you, do not let Satan 
deceive you into smiling at them and encouraging their behaviour. Be solemnly serious 
and discourage them from their actions. Inform them that backbiting is not a dignified 
practice. When you continue with the same message over and over again, it will eventually 
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seep into their hearts and minds and they will harbour resentment against 

backbiting and become pious Muslims. 



JUS all! ljU 



Seeking justice is not backbiting 

Remember, if the child is telling you about his situation not merely to relay his story but 
to actually (complain and) wants its resolution, then you should listen to him as this is 
not classified as backbiting. If he does not tell his parents, then whom will he complain 
to? For example, if he says that my sister has hidden my toy - the parent would then take 
the appropriate steps to get his toy back to him. 

Also remember, once the matter has been settled, if the child goes to his mother and tells 
her in the sister’s absence that his sister had hidden his toy and father scolded her and 
got the toy back for him. Then, this will be considered as backbiting, despite the fact that 
the children do not get sins on their record. Normally children ask for justice from those 
people in the household they are comfortable with. Therefore if someone is not in a 
position to solve the child’s problem then they should refrain from listening to their 
complaints and should politely divert their attention towards something else. 

22 Examples of backbiting committed by children 

1. He broke my toy. 

2. She snatched my candy. 

3. She caused my ice cream to fall on the ground. 

4. He scared me by screaming in my ear from behind. 

5. She threw a kitten on me. 

6. He teases me by saying that I am a bad boy. 

7. She tore my book. 

8. He pushed me and I fell to the ground. 

9. He spoiled my clothes. 

10. He ran over my foot with his bicycle. 
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11. He ruins his clothes. 

12. He is a mischievous boy. 

13. He tattletales about me to my mother. 

14. He lied to our teacher and tricked him into punishing me. 

15. He cries when his mother asks him to go to the Madrasah. 

16. The child hits her mother. 

17. The teacher disciplined him the other day. 

18. He is old now, but he still sucks on a pacifier. 

19. He always has a runny nose. 

20. He loses his pencil every day. 

21. He stole money from his father’s wallet. 

22. The other day my mother grounded him. 

Do not make false promises to children 

On page 159 of Bahar-e-Shanat, Volume 16 [the 312-page publication of Maktaba-tul- 
Madinah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is extracted from Sunan Abu 
Dawud and Al-Bayhaql that Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amir sit jujaiiicsA? has narrated, 
‘Prophet j* had come to our home. My mother said to me, ‘Come, I will 

give you something.’ Hearing this, the Most Noble Prophet j* asked her, 

‘What do you intend to give?’ She said that she had intended to give dates. Upon which 
the Beloved Prophet j* said, ‘If you had not given anything, it would have 

been written down as a lie.’ (Sunan AbT Dawud, vol. 4, pp. 387, Hadis 4991) 

Did you realize that it is impermissible to lie, even if it is to children? Sadly in the modern 
era, in order to cajole and pacify children, adults often make false promises which they 
do not keep like ‘We will buy you a toy or ‘We will buy you a toy plane etc. Similarly, in 
order to put fear into the hearts of the children, parents often lie making statements like 
‘Bogeyman is coming’ or ‘Big Foot is outside ’ etc. Whoever has done this should sincerely 
repent from their actions. 
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How a deaf and dumb Qadiyani became a Muslim 

In order to develop a MadanI mindset to refrain from backbiting even against children 
and to instil the same values into the minds of your children, embrace the MadanI 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Travel in the MadanI Qafilah; regularly partake in the 
Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ and lead your lives according to the MadanI In’amat. Here is a 
MadanI parable, read it carefully and appreciate (the MadanI environment of Dawat-e- 
Islami): In the city of Khushab (Punjab province, Pakistan), an Islamic brother, who was 
deaf and dumb, had repented from his sins and had begun to tread on the path of 
righteousness by the blessing of the MadanI environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Another 
deaf and dumb person, who was Qadiyani, used to live close to his house. The Islamic 
brother would often call the Qadiyani towards Islam and would advise him that Islam is 
the only religion that holds the key to the success in this world and the Hereafter and 
that the true source of peace of the heart lay in the acceptance of this beautiful religion. 
The Qadiyani man would take interest in his inspirational words, but would never take 
the step to accept Islam. 

The Qadiyani was going through some rough times and was very distressed about his 
worldly problems. The Islamic brother invited him to join the 3-day Annual Sunnah- 
inspiring Ijtima’ which he gladly accepted. When he reached the site of the Ijtima’ at 
Sahra-e-Madinah in Madina-tul-Auliya, Multan, he was truly inspired by the countless 
people wearing green turbans and the faith enlightening sounds of Salat & Salam. He 
was so inspired that he abandoned his false religion, repented from Qadiyaniyat and 
accepted Islam. He also took Bay’ at (initiation) into the spiritual Sufi order of the Great 
Ghaus (Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani and thus became a Qadiri, Razavi. 

Dawlat-e-dunya say bay raghbat mujhay kar di-jiye 
Mayri hdjat say mujhay za-ed na karna maldar 
Arsa-e-mahshar mayn Aqa laj rakhna dp hi 
Daman-e- Attar hay Sarkdr! Bay-had daghdar 

Make me averse to the things of this terrene 
Do not grant me more than my needs 
On the Day of Judgment, protect my esteem 
Woefully tainted are ‘Attar’s deeds 
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Humiliating a Muslim is a major sin 

The Most Noble Prophet JUs«ahsit£.JtsS4iitj* has stated, ‘Indeed, humiliating a Muslim, 
without a cause, is one of the major sins.’ (Sunan AblDawud, vol. 4, pp. 353, HadTs 4877) 



Harming Allah and His Prophet 

Dear Islamic brothers! In reality, a Muslim is the protector of another Muslim’s honour. 
Sadly, in these trying times, things have shifted to the opposite end of the spectrum and 
Muslims are seeking opportunities to humiliate other Muslims. Muslims are backbiting, 
tale bearing, accusing and hurting others feelings without any justification. It is stated on 
page 19 of booklet titled ‘Zu/m ka Anjam [the publication of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, the 
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami]: The matters of the rights of others are very 
brittle. Sadly, these are daring times. Not only are the laymen infringing upon the rights 
of the people, but the apparent flag bearers of religion are also oblivious from these matters. 
Anger rules and so-called ‘righteous and noble’ hurt the feelings of other people. They 
remain oblivious of the fact that hurting the feelings of a Muslim, without a permissible 
cause under Islamic law, is a sin and an act that leads one to Hell. A’la Hadrat Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan has cited a Hadis from At-Tabaranl on page 342 of Fatawa 

Razawiyyah, Volume 24, ‘The Most Dignified Prophet has cautioned: 

4Jdl Juis 3^ -Aas UllJo 

Meaning: ‘Whoever (without a cause that is permissible under Islamic law) harms a Muslim, 
he has harmed me and the one who harms me, has harmed Allah (Js-sV).’ 

(Al-Mu'jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 2, pp. 387, Hadis 3607) 

Regarding those that harm Allah Js-sV and His Prophet Allah JmS*- has 

stated in the Quran, Part 22 and Surah Al-Ahzab: 

I ~ ikcdj Syaf-Vflj (3 dL\ 3 Sill O&yi o! 

Indeed those who trouble Allah and His Noble Prophet - upon them is Allah’s curse in the 
world and in the Hereafter, and Allah has kept prepared a disgraceful punishment for them. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 22, Surah Al-Ahzab, Verse 57) 
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Sanctity of a believer is greater than the Ka’bah 

The Seal of Prophethood, the Merciful Prophet JUs-absifeJtfdi! j* addressed the Ka’bah and 
said, ‘A Momin’s sanctity is greater than yours.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 319, Hadis 3932) 



Fear of losing one’s faith 

Dear Islamic brothers! An ideal Muslim is the one who does not swear with his tongue, 
does not pass bad remarks about someone unless justified by Islam. An ideal Muslim 
does not backbite against anyone, does not label anyone as stupid, does not reveal other’s 
faults, does not harm anyone and refrains from hurting other’s feelings. 

In addition, a Muslim abstains from physical violence and does not criticise anyone just 
for the sake of criticism. Whoever does not possess the qualities stated above, but instead 
hurts others in various ways; physically abuses others, signals with his eyes in a way that 
hurts others and everyone is fed up with him then he cannot be an ideal Muslim. His 
faith is weak in his heart and he is very likely to be overpowered and deceived by Satan 
near his death. Satan might even sway him away from the true path, so he will be away 
from Paradise and on the path towards Hell Ajisiii. May Allah JsAU- grant us refuge 
from such evil. 



jjp Abl JLi q-JLil (Jp \jL^> 



Defining a perfect Muslim 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet has stated: 




A Momin is he from whose hands and tongue other Muslims are safe. 

(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 15. Hadis 10) 
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On the other hand, if a Muslim has firm faith, harbours true love of Islam in his heart, 
carries qualities and actions of piety, does not have the burden of violating the rights of 
others; then in that case the deceptions of Satan will not affect him. With the mercy of 
Allah JsAs the strength of his faith will invigorate (the heart), an angel will drive Satan 
away, and safeguard the Muslim from his deceptions, thus the Muslim will die with Iman. 
Satan will be disgusted and deranged and will yell and cry (at his own failure). 

Zindagi aur maut ki hay Yd Ilahl kashmakash 
Jan chalay Tayrl riza per baykas-o-majbur kT 

It is a struggle between life and death, 

For this helpless, may Allah be pleased when this soul departs 

<— JLil Jp 
cii 



-uiP Jp JUo alii 
Jp JUo Ahl J-^ 



Repentance from disbelief 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to rid from the habit of backbiting and to make a habit 
of offering Salah and practicing the Sunnah, travel in the Madam Qafilah with the 
devotees of the Prophet. Lead your life according to the guidelines of Madam In’amat in 
order to prosper in the world and to be successful in the Hereafter. Fill in the booklet 
and turn in (the back cover) to the representative of Dawat-e-Islami within the first ten 
days of the new Madam (Islamic) month. Also take part, from beginning till the end, in 
the weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima. 

For your persuasion, here is a firsthand account of a Madam parable that has been 
relayed by an Islamic brother from the area of Latifabad, in the city of Hyderabad 
(Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh, Pakistan): Due to the company of a certain group of people, I had 
many misconceptions due to which, I would argue at home against gatherings where 
food is served with the intent of presenting the Sawab and celebrating Mawlud - the 
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Blessed Birthday of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs<jjb<sfejtss*iiii5*. This went on for 
about three years. Before that, I used to love reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi (salutations and 
peace upon the Holy Prophet but due to the evil effects of the company, 

I completely lost the passion to recite it. 

One day while reading, I came across the virtues of reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi, and my 
passion was rekindled and I began to recite Salat regularly and extensively. Once, I 
went to sleep while reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and by the grace of Allah JmS*-, I saw 
the Green Dome (of the Prophet’s Shrine) in my dream and I involuntarily uttered 
‘Ail U dilic- fSl Ulj When I woke up in the morning, I felt a commotion stirred 

up within myself. I began to question as to which path was the righteous and true path. 
Fortunately, I was invited to travel with the Madani Qafilah that was visiting a Masjid in 
our neighbourhood. My state of confusion and the quest for the right path, lead me to 
travel with that Madani Qafilah. 

During the journey, I had wrapped a white turban around my cap but my companions 
of the Madani Qafilah crowned with the green turbans, neither criticised or ridiculed me 
nor alienated me. In fact, the Amir of the Qafilah introduced the Madani In’amat to me 
and advised me to act upon them. After thoroughly reading the Madani In’amat booklet, 
I was astonished to discover such Madani pearls of training that I had never read anything 
like before in my entire life. 

With the blessing of the Madani In’amat and the company of devotees of the Prophet, I 
attained the mercy of Allah Js-sK I gathered all the companions of the Qafilah and 
declared that until yesterday I harboured many false believes, but today I make you my 
witness that I repent from such false beliefs and intend to embrace the Madani environment 
of Dawat-e-Islami. The Islamic brothers showed their happiness on my action. 

The next day, I bought some Mithai and served it with my own hands as Isal-e-Sawab to 
Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani Before the travel in the Qafilah, I had a respiratory 

disease for 35 years because of which every night was agonizing. I also had pain in my 
right wisdom tooth which caused problems when chewing. Both the problems were 
cured by the blessings of the Qafilah. I bear witness with absolute certainty that the 
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beliefs of Ahl-e-Sunnat Wal-Jama’at are correct and I strongly believe that the Madani 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami is favoured by Allah and His Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet 

Chdye gar shaytnat, to karayn dayr mat 
Qafilay mayn chalayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Suhbat-e-bad mayn par, kar ‘aqidah bigar 
Gar gaya ho chalayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

If Satan has overpowered you, do not delay 
Let’s go to Qafilah, let’s go to Qafilah 
If bad company has implanted false believes 
Let’s all go, let’s go to Qafilah 

(Jp (JUlj aJLlI JLs ^ <Jp 



Emphasis on staying away from the misguided 

Dear Islamic brothers! What magnificent felicities are entailed in travelling with the 
devotees of the Prophet in Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani Qafilah. The fact of the matter is 
that he was led astray by the company of misguided friends but due to the grace of 
reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi extensively, that fortunate person not only travelled in the 
Madani Qafilah, but also found guidance and the right path. We should always abstain 
from the company of the misguided deviants as well and seek only the company of the 
devotees of the Prophet because the company of the misguided is detrimental for one’s 
Iman. The Prophet has laid great emphasis to refrain from establishing 

friendships and relationships with the misguided. 

Hence, the Sultan of both worlds, the Most Noble Prophet ^aiaiAi J* has stated, 

‘Whoever greets a deviant with Salam or meets him graciously or deals with him in a 
manner which makes him happy; that person has desecrated that which Allah has 
revealed upon Muhammad JUs^b-sfcjtsSiiii J*.’ (Tarikh-e-Baghdad, vol. 10, pp. 262) 

The Most Dignified Prophet JUs -jh ai jiJ* parted these guiding words of advice, 

‘Whoever respected a person having corrupt beliefs, he has helped in bringing down the 
religion.’ (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsaf, vol. 5, pp. 118, Hadis 6772) 
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My master, A’la Hadrat, (Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated on page 184 in 

Fatawa Razawiyyah, Volume 21: It is impermissible for the Sunnis to mingle with people 
of other religions, especially if the deviant is in a position of authority and the Sunni is 
subservient. iiil jli (meaning Allah Almighty says): 

And if the devil causes you to forget, then do not sit with the unjust after remembering. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 7, Surah Al- An ’am, Verse 68) 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* said, ‘Stay away from them and they 

stay away from you, lest they may lead you astray and put you in disarray (about your 
faith).’ (Muqaddamah Sahih Muslim, pp. 9, Hadis 7) 



A misguided person as your teacher 

My master, A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Alil-e-Sunnat, Maulana, Ash- Shah Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan has strictly emphasised the impermissibility of seeking religious and 

worldly education from a misguided person. Thus, he writes, ‘The company of the people 
of other religion is fire. Many mature, intelligent and even knowledgeable individuals 
have been lead astray from their faith. ‘Imran Bin Hattan’s case is well known. During 
the era of the Tabi’In, he was a master of Hadis. He married Khariji woman and in her 
company, aLisu*, he became a Khariji. When he married her, he had claimed that he 
wanted to convert her to Sunni Islam.’ 

(Those people, who in their false pretence, consider themselves well-grounded in their 
Sunni believes and brag that no one can waver their faith - their strong foothold - 
should learn a lesson from the Shaykh’s advice). 

My master, A’la Hadrat further goes on to say, ‘If only the company bore such 

disastrous results (for such a great master of Hadis), then how detrimental would it be to 
take a deviant as your teacher? The influence of the teacher is often swift and long lasting. 
Therefore, only those people will give their children to the deviant misguided teachers 
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who do not really care about religion and are oblivious if their children get misguided.’ 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 692) 

Mahfuz Khuda rakhna sada bay-adabaun say 
Aur mujh say bhl sarzad na kabhT bay-adabl ho 

Allah, save me from the blasphemer 
And may I never commit an act of blasphemy, ever 

& JUS aiil & \^> 

alii alii J\ Vgy 

<_}(*_) Alii i— 

Horrifying state of the grave 

It has been narrated on the authority of the companion Sayyiduna Abu Umamah 
that the Most Beloved Prophet visited Baqi’ (the graveyard of Madlnah) 

and stood close to two graves and said, ‘Did you bury so-and-so person?’ The companions 
& answered, ‘Yes, ‘Ya Rasulallah! Then, (with the ability granted by Allah J«5s 
imparting the Knowledge of the Unseen) the Prophet JUs«db<sisJfcSiiii j* said, ‘Just now, so- 
and-so person was made to sit (in grave) and was beaten.’ Then he J&iiii&t*. jusdbi J* 
continued, ‘By the One under whose dominion is my soul! He was beaten so severely 
that all his body parts have separated and a fire has been ignited in his grave and he 
screamed, which all creatures except humans and jinns heard. If you did not harbour 
discord in your hearts and did not talk a lot, you would also hear what I heard.’ Then he 
J* said, ‘Now, the other one is also being punished.’ 

Then he jusaisiJ* further continued, ‘By the One under whose dominion is my 

soul! He has been beaten so severely that each of his bones has separated. Fire has been 
ignited in his grave. He also screamed in such a manner that all the creatures except 
humans and jinns heard. If you did not harbour discord in your hearts and did not talk a 
lot, you would also hear what I heard.’ The companions asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah 

JUs-jiW&Jtrfiii j*, what were their sins?’ The Prophet JUs«dbs«kiitsSi&i J* replied, ‘The first one 
did not guard from urine and the other one would (backbite) eat the flesh of others.’ 
(SarTh-us-Sunnah lit-TabarT, pp. 29, Hadis 40) 
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Muslims be fearful! 

Dear Islamic brothers! The above narration has many pearls of wisdom for those who do 
not refrain from backbiting and fail to guard themselves from the speckles of urine. Even 
those who get themselves and their clothes impure (from drops and speckles of urine) 
after urinating should take heed and fear Allah JmX The Holy Prophet 
has stated, ‘Guard yourself from urine, usually the torment of the grave is because of it.’ 
(Sunan Dar QutnT, vol. 1, pp. 184, Hadis 453) 

Here is another parable that elaborates on this very issue. 



Calls from grave of a person who did not safeguard himself from urine 

On page 187 of ‘Uyun-ul-Hikayat, Volume 2 [the 413-page publication of Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is narrated that Sayyiduna 
‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar said: Once during a journey, I came across a graveyard 

that existed from the era of ignorance. Suddenly, a dead rose out of his grave. He was 
shackled with a chain of fire around his neck. I had a container of water. When he saw me, 
he said, ‘O ‘Abdullah! Give me a sip of that water to drink.’ I thought to myself that since 
he called me by my name, either he knows who I am or he is referring to me as ‘Abdullah 
as it is customary amongst Arabs (for addressing any unknown person). Then suddenly 
another man rose from that very grave and said to me, ‘O ‘Abdullah! Do not give any 
water to this disobedient. He is a Kafir.’ The latter then dragged him back to his grave. 

I spent the night at a dwelling of an old woman. A grave lay right next to the house. I 
heard the following statements from that grave ? ji, Uj j! Uj Sy ‘ Urine, what is urine? 
Vessel, what is a vessel ?’ Later, I asked the old woman about the voice from the grave. She 
said, ‘The grave belongs to my husband. He is being punished for two wrongdoings. 
One, while passing urine he would not guard himself against the speckles of urine. I 
would often tell him, ‘Shame on you! Even a camel spreads its legs when urinating in 
order to guard against its urine, but you are so careless.’ My husband would not pay 
attention to my warnings. Since his death, this voice continues to sound from his grave.’ 
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I asked the old woman, what about Uj ‘Vessel, what is a vessel ? She replied that 
once a thirsty man came and asked him for water. He told him (pointing towards an 
empty water container), ‘Go drink water from that container.’ The thirsty person leaped 
towards the vessel to quench his thirst, but found it empty. Due to the severity of his 
thirst, that man fainted and fell to the floor and passed away. Ever since my husband has 
died, this voice continues to come from the grave every day, ijl Uj jl ‘Vessel, what is a 
vessel ?’ Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar further goes on to say that I relayed 

this whole story to the Most Noble Prophet JUsidbs«fejtss«&i j* upon which he ordered me 
not to travel alone.’ (‘Uyun-ul-Hikayat, vol. 2, pp. 307) 

A limb for a sin 

Dear Islamic brothers! No matter how minor or small a sin may seem, if Allah 
brings us to justice, then we will not be able to bear its retribution. Instilling a fear into 
the heart and minds, Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Abdul Wahhab Sha’ranI iiuiscKd has cited the 
following saying of Sayyiduna Yunus Bin ‘Ubayd aja.jiss.dji ‘The hand is severed as 
retribution for stealing a minimum of five dirhams (ten dirhams according to the Hanafi 
School of Jurisprudence). There is no doubt that the smallest sin you commit is worse 
than stealing five dirhams, therefore for each sin that you commit a limb will be severed 
in the Hereafter.’ (Tanbih-ul-Mughtann, pp. 172) 



A terrifying depiction of the hour of death 

Dear Islamic brothers! Indeed the anxiety of the trials in the grave is very discomforting. 
Who knows when death will come our way and take us through to the solitary grave. 
Even the very thought of the tribulations, at the time of death, is heart-wrenching; on 
top of that how will we bear the punishments, if Allah Js-A*- and His Beloved Prophet 
Aid* are displeased? 

Here is my master, A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad 
Raza Khan depiction of the hour of death and agonies of the deceased, ‘The 

soul, feeling the fresh flavour of death - the shocks of death, the weakest of which is like 
a hundred strikes of a sword pain, which is more agonizing than a thousand strikes of a 
sword. In fact, the sight of the Angel of Death alone is more painful than a thousand 
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strikes of the sword. That will be a new place - utter seclusion - a horrifying sense of 
helplessness - then the startling arrival of the Nakirayn (i.e. two angels Munkar and 
Nakir) - the exhibition of those hideous and fearsome faces which would leave one 
aghast, even if seen in the presence of thousands of people - black faced - boulder-sized, 
big blue eyes, glistening like shiny metal, breath, like raging flames - long sharp-pointed 
teeth, like the long horns of cattle; long entangled hair dragging on the floor. The 
gigantic physique of the angels is yet another torment, their shoulders - miles apart; the 
sledgehammer in their hands - so heavy that if one community of humans and jinns 
gathered to lift it they would be unable to do so - the thundering voices - announcing 
their arrival into the grave by ripping the terrain with their teeth. As if all these ordeals 
were not enough, as soon as they come they will prop the dweller up and will grant no 
time and in a stern voice and rebuking tone, take the test etc. 



Allah (Js-sS^) is Sufficient for us - and what an excellent (and reliable) Trustee (of affairs). 
Compassionate! Have mercy on our feebleness. The Excellent One! Send Your Peace and 
Blessings upon the Merciful Prophet j*), his honourable descendents and upon 

the rest of his Ummah (nation). The Most Merciful, accept this (Du’a), please accept. 




(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 9, pp. 934-937) 



Kharayn hayn Munkar Nakir sar per na koi harm na koi yawar 
Bata do a kar mayray Payamber kay sakht mushkil jawab mayn hay 



I am helpless, yet Munkar and Nakir are breathing down my neck 
You are my helper and defender O Prophet, as I am in great trial and test 



(Jp tJlitj alii JLi (Jp 




Ah I <jl_ IjJjJ 
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Mental stress and confusion relieved 

In order to get rid of the habit of backbiting and listening to it and to develop a habit of 
offering Salah and practicing the Sunnah; always keep yourself attached to the righteous 
Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Travel in the Madam Qafilah with the devotees 
of the Prophet to learn the Sunnah. To prosper in this life and to be successful in the 
Hereafter, transform your deeds in accordance with principles laid out in the Madam 
In’amat. Fill in the booklet and return it to the representative of Dawat-e-Islami within 
the first ten days of each Madam (Islamic) month. Attend the Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ 
and there undertake the opportunity to listen to the sermon attentively. 



By the blessing of Dua asked 
during the Ijtima’, their paralyzed 
arms were cured. 



Here is a Madam parable for your inspiration, which is a summary of a letter written 
under oath by an Islamic brother from Bab-ul-Madlnah, ‘I was a student at Dawud 
Engineering College and was very ‘confused’ because of the company of the misguided 
and deviant friends. I was unable to ascertain as to which the right path was. Two years 
passed by in this bewilderment. Then, one day I met a brother whose demeanour and 
character really inspired me. This devotee of the 
Prophet, had crowned a green turban on his head, 
adopted white attire and had an enlightened face 
due to his devotional worship. Trying to call me 
towards righteousness, he personally invited me to 
the 3-day annual congregation to be held in Madlna-tul-Auliya Multan, (Pakistan). I was 
so impressed by him that I could not refuse and ended up travelling to the Ijtima’. 
Witnessing the largest congregation of Muslims after Hajj - the sheer number of people 
there - really opened my eyes and my heart testified that this is indeed ‘the true path’ 
leading to Allah JmS*. On the last day, I was appalled after listening to the inspiring 
speech on the topic of ‘Allah’s Hidden Decree’. Then the Dua after the sermon, truly 
penetrated my heart and it changed my life. I was an animal before but Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Madam environment made me a human. I now find a passion and eagerness to commit 
righteous deeds and have grown a fist-length beard and intend to memorize the whole 
Quran. Another important thing is that before attending the annual congregation at 
Sahra-e-Madlnah in Madlna-tul-Auliya, Multan both of my parents’ arms were paralyzed 
and they could not move their arms at all. By the blessing of Du’a asked during the 
Ijtima’, their paralyzed arms were cured. 
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Tayra shukr Maula diya Madam Mahaul 
Na chuiay kabhi bhi Khuda Madam Mahaul 
Khuda kay karam say Khuda ki ‘ata say 
Na dushman sakay ga churn Madam Mahaul 

I am grateful O Allah that I am associated with this Madani Mahaul 
O Allah, may I never ever leave this glorious Madani Mahaul 
With the mercy of Allah and the grant of Allah 
The enemy will not be able to lead me astray from this Madani Mahaul 

jus ilii < r zA-\ 



Attend Ijtima’ with the intent to gain rewards 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize the Madani attire and the individual efforts to call 
others to righteousness were effective in aiding the seeker in finding the true path? 
Furthermore, did you also notice that in the Madani parable, at times, worldly problems 
like unemployment or sickness can be resolved by the blessings of attending Dawat-e- 
Islami’s Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima ? However, in addition to seeking resolutions for worldly 
problems before attending the Ijtima one should also make intentions to seek knowledge 
and to reap good deeds for the Hereafter. 

Two causes of punishment in the grave 

Companion Sayyiduna Abi Bakrah «£.jusi&i has stated, ‘I was walking along with the 
Merciful and Compassionate Prophet J*. He was holding my 

hand and another man was on the left of him. We came across two graves upon which 
the Beloved of Allah JwSs the Light of Prophethood, Prophet informed 

us, ‘Both of them in the graves are being tormented and they are not being tormented 
due to something major. Which one of you would bring me a branch?’ We both tried to 
precede each other and I beat him in bringing back a branch. 

Then Prophet J«s*iibsskJt!5iAi J* sheared it along the length in two halves, planted one on 
each grave and declared, ‘Torment of both will be alleviated till these dessicate (dry out) 
and they are being punished because of backbiting and urine.’ ( Musnad imam Ahmad, vol. 7, 
pp. 304, Hadis 20395) 
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The Prophet possesses the Knowledge of the Unseen 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see that the two causes of the torment of the grave are 
committing backbiting and not guarding against the speckles of urine? Alas! Our feeble 
bodies cannot even bear a minor scratch, a prick of a thorn, the heat of the sun or a little 
fever. Allah ds-slM We seek Your forgiveness from the impurity of the speckles of urine 
on our clothes or body and we repent from backbiting, tale bearing and all major and 
minor sins. O Allah Jm 5£, be eternally pleased with us and grant us forgiveness without 
any accountability. 

From the aforementioned account we also came to learn that the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet J* possesses ‘Ilm-e-Ghayb - Knowledge of the Unseen - granted to 

him by Allah which is why he saw the punishments in the grave as expressed in the 
Hadis text. My master, A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, the Reviver of Religion, Maulana 
Ash-shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has expressed this in Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish : 

Sar-e- ‘arsh per hay tayri guzar, dil-e-farsh per hay tayri nazar 
Malakut-o-mulk mayn koi shay nahin, woh jo tujh pay ‘iyan nahin 

Heights of the throne is your walkway; bottom of the earth is in your vision 
Neither the angels nor anything in the universe is such that it is concealed from your sight 

Being punished in the grave 

The Knower of the Unseen, the Noble Prophet J*s4**& approached a grave in 

which the dweller was being punished. The Holy Prophet informed, ‘He 

is being punished because he would eat the flesh of other people (backbite).’ He then 
called for a fresh twig, planted the twig on the grave and said, ‘I am hopeful that until 
this twig remains fresh, his punishment would be lessened.’ (Al-Mujam-ul-Awsat, vol. 2, pp. 35, 
Hadis 2413) 

It is Mustahab to put flowers on the grave 

Dear Islamic brothers! Both the aforementioned narrations mention indulging in 
backbiting and not guarding against the speckles of urine as the causes of punishment in 
the grave. Every Muslim should lead their lives carefully. Regarding the planting of the 
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twig on the grave as mentioned in both the narrations above, the renowned exegetist 
of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na’imi ji&s^ has stated in his famous book 
‘Ja-Al-Haq, Volume 1, Page 240-41: It is relayed that the punishment will be lessened 
until the plant’s branches stay fresh because they will do Tasblh (glorify Allah J«V). 
Imam Nawavl has stated: Based on this narration, the scholars contend that 

recitation of Quran near the grave is a Mustahab (rewarding) act because reciting the 
Quran is more auspicious than doing Tasblh (glorification of Allah J«V). 

It is stated in Tahtavi ‘Ala Maraqil Falah on page 364, ‘Based on this Hadis, some of our 
contemporary colleagues have declared in their Fatwa verdict that it is a Sunnah to place 
perfume and flowers on the grave as it is customary amongst Muslim. Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan Na’imi && has further added: From the elaborations of the Masters of Hadis 

and the classifications of the Fuqaha, we learn two things: Firstly, that it is permissible to 
place any fresh green part of a plant on any Muslim’s grave. The Compassionate Prophet 
JUs^ss^JfcsdLii J* himself placed the (fresh green) branches on the graves of those who 
were undergoing punishment. Secondly, that the Tasblh of these branches caused the 
mitigation of the punishment. Therefore, if we place fresh plants and flowers on the grave, 
JjiA-i oi it will benefit the deceased in their graves. Actually the wisdom in leaving 
the top of the grave un-bricked is so that green grass grows there with rain water and its 
Tasblh relieves the punishment. 



Backbiting is severer than fornication 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet said: ‘'SjJl jy, lit Backbiting is 

severer than fornication .’ People asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah Why is that?’ The 

Prophet JUs<jd\s<sfcjisS*iii j* replied, ‘A person fornicates then he repents, Allah JU-sV accepts 
his repentance. Whereas the repentance of the backbiter will not be accepted until the 
person he slandered forgives him.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 5, pp. 306, Hadis 6741 ) 



Hay kaun kay jo giryah karay Fatihah ko aye 
Barsaye kaun qabr pay baykas kl baharan phul 

Who will recite Quran and pray for grace for the powerless 
Who will spray flowers on the grave of this helpless 
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Similarly, Sayyiduna Anas has relayed, ‘The fornicator repents, but there is no 

repentance for the backbiter.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 5, pp. 306, Hadis 6742) 

I thought you had slandered 

A young man came to Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mubarak JiiSsJjias- and informed the 
Shaykh that he had committed a major sin and that he was too embarrassed to reveal his 
sin to him. After some time he told the Shaykh, ‘I have fornicated.’ The Shaykh replied, 
‘I thought that perhaps you had indulged in backbiting.’ (Tatkira-tul-Auliya, pp. 173) 

When backbiting worse than fornication 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you observe the perils that backbiting entails? Keep in mind, 
that backbiting is worse than fornication only when it does not include the violation of 
people’s rights. Similarly, the act of backbiting becomes an infringement on peoples’ rights 
only when the victim being slandered becomes aware that you spoke against him. Once 
that happens, then it is not sufficient to only repent, but one has to seek that person’s 
forgiveness as well. Otherwise, if they do not find out then only repentance is sufficient. 

An informative Fatwa regarding sins like backbiting 

Here is an informative Fatwa verdict regarding grave sins such as backbiting etc. as 
relayed in Fatawa Razaviyyah, Volume 21 and pages 162-163: 

Question: What is the degree of severity of sins of an individual who indulges in backbiting 
and lying, especially those false statements which cause discord amongst Allah’s JU-sV 
creation? Sometimes these untrue statements result in scuffles or even dissolution of 
relationships between two friends, husband and wife, father and son, and mother and 
daughter. Correspondingly, to stay in curious inquisition to find faults and short comings 
of fellow Muslims, furthermore, publicizing faults based on one’s mere speculations and 
suspicions after stumbling upon some remote evidence of someone’s sin which that 
person might have committed in private? Is the person indulged in such sins worthy of 
Allah JwS*- and His Prophet’s curse? Is this person sinful? Are these sins greater, equal, or 
menial (in severity) in comparison to fornication? Please provide a detailed answer with 
satisfactory proofs. Ijji-jj IjlL ‘ Please reply and gather virtuous reward.’ 
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Answer: All of these are major sins worthy of damnation and the one who commits 
such acts is a sinful person. It is narrated in a Hadis: 

Backbiting is even more severe than Zina. ujpl y* ALaJI 

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 5, pp. 64, Hadis 6590) 

It is obvious that killing a true believer (Momin) is a greater sin than backbiting. 
Allah says: 

6 ,5 9 " 9 , 

Mischief is more grievous than killing. \ 3 

[Kanz-ul-Iman ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, Verse 191) 

False statements which cause discord amongst Allah’s creation are far worse than killing 
a true believer. These sins (of backbiting, murder, and causing discord) are all related to 
people’s rights. Why backbiting is considered more sinful than fornication is because 
people’s rights are not infringed during fornication. A lie, which is uttered without a 
valid cause under Islamic law but causes no harm to anyone, cannot be considered as 
being equivalent to fornication. A harmless lie is a minor sin under Islamic law, and is 
considered as a major sin, only after the person is defiant on committing it. 

‘And Allah, the Exalted, knows’. (Fatawa Razawiyvah, vol. 21, pp. 162-163) 



Picha mayra ghibat ki musibat say churn day 
Her bat sanbhal kar kariin, taufiq Khuda day 

May I kick off the habit of backbiting 
Provide such assistance that every word I utter is carefully evaluated 

Fornication is not a minor sin 

Dear Islamic brothers! Do not let Satan deceive you in believing that fornication is a 
minor sin. By Allah j«5£, this is definitely not the case. Always keep this in mind that if 
somebody commits a sin, then it turns into a major sin. Fornication is not a small sin; in 
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fact, it is classified as one of the major sins. Read about the punishments and torments 
associated with fornication and tremble with the fear. Try to imagine the gravity of these 
punishments as you read them and bear in mind that this is the punishment for 
fornication. The torments for backbiting would be much more severe. Just imagine and 
let it be an admonition for you. 

Two snakes will pluck and eat 

Sayyiduna Masruq Ai\ narrated, ‘Whoever engages in stealing, drinking 

(alcohol), or Zina; when he dies, two snakes will be assigned on him, who will keep 
plucking away his flesh and eating it.’ (Sharh-us-Sudur, pp. 172) 

Chests of Hell 

It is relayed that some people in Hell will be confined in chests made of fire. When they 
request for relief, their chests will be opened and the flames will reach the people of Hell, 
who will then proclaim simultaneously, ‘O Allah Disgrace these people in the chests. 
They controlled the women’s private parts through Haram means.’ ( Bahr-ud-DumW , pp. 168) 

Deprived of an entry into Paradise 

On page 229 of ‘Ansuon ka Darya [the 300-page publication of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, 
the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is cited, ‘When Allah created 
Paradise, He ordered it to converse and it claimed, ‘Whoever enters within me would 
be triumphant.’ To that Allah replied, ‘I swear by My Reverence and Exaltedness 
that eight types of people will not enter within you: 

1. Habitual drunkard; 

2. Defiant fornicator; 

3. Talebearer; 

4. Dayyus; 

5. Oppressive soldier; 

6. Eunuchs; 
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7. One who breaks off relations; and 

8. One who swears by Allah’s name that he would do such-and-such, but does not act 
upon it.’ (Ithaf-us-Sadah liz-ZubaydT, vol. 9, pp. 345) 

After relaying this narration, Shaykh ‘Allamah Ibn Jauzi explained: Persisting 

on adultery does not only refer to the one who commits adultery all the time nor does 
habitual drunkard refer only to that person who drinks all the time. It also incorporates 
those individuals who do not stop themselves with the fear of Allah J-ma- when they have 
alcohol readily available. Likewise, it also includes those who do not control their carnal 
desires (Nafs) and stop themselves, when they get an opportunity to fulfil this despicable 
desire. Surely, their destination is Hell. (Bahr-ud-DumW, pp. 168) 

Sight sows a seed of temptation in the heart 

Dear Islamic brothers! The companion Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’ud ^ 
narrated that the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* has warned us: ‘d'Qy 

Eyes also fornicate!’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 2, pp. 84, Hadis 3912) 

Therefore, it is essential to safeguard the eyes. Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam 
Muhammad Bin Muhammad Ghazall has said, ‘One, who does not possess 

enough self control to close his eyes, cannot guard his private parts.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, 
pp. 125) 



Molten lead poured into their eyes 

It is narrated that on the Day of Resurrection, molten lead will be poured into the eyes 
of those individuals who look at the beauty of a Na-Mahram 1 woman with lust. 

(Hidayah, vol. 2, pp. 368) 



Eyes will be filled with fire 

Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin Muhammad Ghazall jiJi 
relayed, ‘One who fills his eyes with the Haram; his eyes will be filled with fire on the 
Day of Judgment.’ (Mukdshafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 10) 

1 Na-Mahram is one with whom Nikah (marriage) is valid or may become valid. 
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Eyeliner wand made of fire 

Sayyiduna ‘Allamah Ibn Jauzl says, ‘Displaying the beauty of a woman is 

one of the poisonous arrows of Satan. An eye-liner wand of fire will be passed in the eyes 
of those who do not safeguard their eyes from Na-Mahram women.’ ( Bahr-ud-Dumu ' , pp. 171 ) 

Eyes pardoned from Hell 

On page 235 of ‘ Ansuon ka Darya [the 300-page publication of Maktaba-tul-Madinah, 
the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is cited: Allah Ji:-A sent a revelation 
towards Sayyiduna Prophet Musa ‘Musa! I have pardoned three (kinds 

of) eyes from Hell: 

1. The eyes which stay guard in My path; 

2. Eyes which restrained from the Haram; and 

3. The eye that shed tears out of My fear. 

There is one designated reward for every deed except for the tears which will be 
rewarded with blessings, forgiveness and entry into Paradise and nothing less than that.’ 

(Bahr-ud-Dumu', pp. 172) 



You will be with me in Paradise 

One man approached the blessed company of the Prophet ^4^^^ and inquired, 
‘I only fast for one month and no more and I pray only five times a day and no more. I 
neither qualify to pay Zakah or performing Hajj pilgrimage nor do I qualify to perform 
Nafl Hajj. Where will I go after I die?’ The Prophet J*s*i j* smiled and replied, 
‘You will be with me in Paradise as long as you safeguard your heart from two - envy 
and dishonesty; and you prevent your tongue from two - lies and backbiting; and you 
save your eyes from two - those (sights) which are designated Haram by Allah and 
from looking down upon any Muslim with scorn and disdain.’ (Qut-ul-Qulub, vol. 1, pp. 433) 

Payoff of inspirational efforts 

To instill a motivation to prevent the tongue from backbiting and the eyes from sinful 
glances, try to make a habit of travelling with the Madani Qafilahs of Dawat-e-Islami 
and strive to lead your lives according to the principles laid out in the Madani In’amat 
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booklet. JM_a&i,you will be successful in both the worlds. To persuade you toward 
calling others towards righteousness through your individual efforts, listen to the 
following Madani parable of a brother from Sardarabad (Faisalabad, Punjab, Pakistan) 
who relayed: I was a student of Dars-e-Nizami at a local religious institution. Occasionally 
an Islamic brother from Attock (Punjab) would come to visit his maternal uncle, who 
resided close to our institution. He would visit our school during his stay and would try 
to call us towards righteousness. He became my friend. He used to tell me about the 
righteous Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Listening to him, I became an admirer 
of Dawat-e-Islami and upon his invitation, I had the opportunity to attend my first 
weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ in Falzan-e-Madlnah of Sardarabad (which is located 
on Susan Road, Purani Tanki, Madina Town). 

On my very first visit, the Muballigh (preacher) addressed the congregation on the 
blessings and benefits of wearing an ‘Imamah. I was so motivated by the speech that I 
bought an ‘Imamah right away and adorned my head with it. I also bought a copy of 
Faizan-e-Sunnat and soon afterwards, started giving Dars from it at our local Masjid. As 
time passed, I adopted the complete Madani attire as well. I used to take other students 
along with me to the weekly congregation. In the first week there were only three other 
students with me. The following week our group grew to twelve. I also travelled with the 
Madani Qafilah and also started promoting various righteous Madani works. In 1994, I 
was appointed as an administrator of Madrasa-tul-Madinah Falzan-e-Madlnah in 
Sardarabad. JU-sa up until the time of writing this letter, I am a member of the 

administrative body of Madrasa-tul-Madinah for (Punjab province). May Allah 
grant me steadfastness in the righteous Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami. 

Ataey Habib-e-Khuda Madani Mahaul 
Hayfaizan Ghaus-o-Raza Madani Mahaul 
Agar Sunnatayn sTkhnay ka hay jazbah 
Turn a jao day ga sikha Madani Mahaul 

Gift from the Beloved of Allah is Madani environment 
Blessings of Ghaus and Raza is Madani environment 
If you are yearning to learn 
Come join the Madani environment 

(Jp alll jLi jp IjLi 
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Inspiring others is an easy way of amassing virtues 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize how the inspirational efforts of one Islamic brother 
towards a student yielded such marvellous results that he embraced the righteous Madam 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami? Individual inspirational effort is relatively easier than 
congregational invitation because not everyone can deliver a speech in front of a crowd. 
On the other hand, everyone can partake in inspiring and calling others toward 
righteousness whether they know the art of public speaking or not. It is an easy way to 
earn virtues. Therefore, keep calling others towards righteousness and keep amassing 
treasures of virtuous deeds. 

Will get Hell’s food & attire 

The Noble Prophet JUs^bssfejisSfiiii j* has warned us, ‘Whoever attained food by speaking ill 
about a Muslim, Allah Js-sV- will give him the food from the foods of Hell equal to that 
measure; and whoever attained clothes by speaking ill about a Muslim, Allah will 
clothe him with the clothes of Hell equal to that measure. In addition, if somebody stands 
in the place of hearing and seeing because of another person, then Allah Js-sV will make 
him stands in the place of hearing and seeing on the Day of Judgement.’ ( Sunan Abi Dawud, 
vol. 4, pp. 354, Hadis 4881 ) 



Eating the embers of Hell 

On page 619 of Mirat-ul-Manajih, Volume 6, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na’ImI 
commenting on this Hadis, has stated, ‘In a way that when two Muslims have a dispute, 
he goes to one and backbites against the other, denounces and criticizes his rival and 
advises him of ways to cause harm to his rival, all in the hope that this person might feed 
him or clothe him. One can find such flattering people in great numbers these days.’ The 
Shaykh jus Aji has further added, ‘There will be embers of Hellfire served as 
retribution of this food. In order to please the other, whoever backbites against a Muslim 
or troubles him, and in return he is provided with clothes, then on the Day of Judgment, 
he will be robed with the dress of fire as a consequence of that dress.’ He 
continues on to elaborate (the part of the Hadis, ‘ Stands in the place of hearing and seeing 
because of another person...'), entails several explanations: Firstly, whoever denounces 
and criticizes a famous, yet righteous person or picks a fight (or gets into a dispute) 
against that person, so that he himself will gain popularity. 
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Secondly, whoever publicizes another in a wrongful manner so, by doing that, he gets 
popularity and income. Like these modern days, disciples of some fake Sufi Shaykh relate 
false miracles; so that they gain some respect of being a disciple of such a great Shaykh 
and spiritual guide. Thirdly, a person, who for the sake of popularity and ostentation, 
performs good deeds or whoever makes himself popular and famous through someone, 
on the Day of Judgment, such people will be disgraced publicly. An angel will make 
them stand on a high place and then the angel will announce ‘O people! He is a liar, a 
cheat and a fraud.’ 

Food and drink of Hell 

Dear Islamic brothers! People should learn from this, who for the purpose of pleasing 
their leaders, Nigrans, officers and masters, or to acquire their sympathy or to prove 
their loyalty; they disclose the privacy and slander the master’s opponents from various 
aspects. Those people, in fact, affirm their folly and confirm being rightful of Hell. 

Ah! They will not be able to eat the food of Hell nor will they be able to wear the 
clothes of fire. Depicting the food served to the people of Hell, Mufti Amjad ‘All A’zarni 
explains in Bahar-e-Shanat on page 167, ‘People (in Hell) will be fed a 
thorny cactus. Its intensity is such that if one drop of it came to this world, its smell and 
stench would destroy the global economy and put the world into chaos. The thorny cactus 
will go into their throat and will choke them. The people will ask for water to swallow it 
down; they will be served boiling water. As soon as they bring it close to their mouths, 
the skin from their faces will melt and fall in the water. When the water enters their 
stomach, it will tear up their intestines to pieces and will make their insides flow like 
gravy towards their feet. They will be so thirsty that they will rush towards this water like 
those extremely thirsty camels that rush towards the stream.’ (Bahar-e-Shan’at) 

Nar-e-Jahannam say Tu aman day, khuld-e-barln day bagh-e-jina day 
Az-paey Hazrat-e-Abu Hanifah, Yd Allah mayri jhaulT bhar day 

Grant me, clemency from Hell, bestow high gardens and Paradise please 
For the sake of Imam Abu Hanifah, Yd Allah, fulfill my earnest pleas 





54 



Backbiting - A Cancer in our Society 



Those who criticize without cause 

Sayyiduna Yahya Bin Mu’az commented, ‘I am surprised at those individuals 

who point fingers at pious individuals for performing permissible acts, but do not 
consider the worst of sins as deplorable and blameworthy for themselves. You will see 
them involved in evils of backbiting, tale bearing, jealousy, hatred, fraud, arrogance and 
self-appreciation without any remorse or repentance to criticize the pious individuals for 
using permissible things like clothes, delicious cuisines and savoury desserts.’ (TanbTh-ul- 
Mughtarm, pp. 66) 



They may consume Haram themselves, however... 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is definitely true that some people have the habit of needlessly 
criticizing others. The criticizers earn themselves impure and Haram income through 
borrowing money on interest, selling by lying, mixing inferior goods and engaging in tax 
fraud. Yet, when an Imam or a preacher receives an extra payment or a box of sweets on 
the birth of a child, then these individuals forget their own ‘unhealthy’ earnings and start 
backbiting and slandering against the scholars. May Allah grant us refuge from 
such acts. Such individuals utter sentences like: 

1 . He is a Mawlvi who only knows how to eat. 

2. He is a pot-bellied Mawlvi. 

3. He (loves to) eat halvah. 

4. He dies for extra payments. 

5. He has gained weight by eating at these free gatherings. 

6. His neck has grown thick by excessively eating (free-food). 

7. He is a greedy ‘Mawlvi’ etc. 

We can see the speck in others’ eyes, but... 

Keep in mind! It is not Haram but permissible for an Imam or scholar to accept extra 
payments, invitations or sweets (under Islamic law), an act that could be a source of 
virtues, if they render righteous intentions. The one who criticizes should review his 
own avenues of earnings. If in fact his earnings are from Haram (forbidden) sources, 
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then he should strive to fulfil all the obligations of repentance. Further, he should sincerely 
repent from backbiting, accusing others and for carrying ill opinions of fellow Muslims. 
Have you ever noticed that when you point one finger towards someone, three of your 
fingers point towards you, as if they are silently portraying a message, ‘Before you point 
at others, work on improving yourself.’ 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah said, ‘You see the speck in others eyes (meaning you 

find others smallest mistake and publicize it), but fail to see a rock in your own eyes 
(meaning you fail to see your own major shortcomings).’ (Zamm-ul-Ghibah li-lbn Abid Dunya, 
pp. 95, Hadis 57) 

Kab gunahaun say kandrd mayn karun ga Yd Rab 
Nayk kab ay mayray Allah banu ga Yd Rab 
Kab gunahaun kay maraz, say mayn shifa paiin ga 
Kab mayn bimar Madinay kd banu ga Yd Rab 

When will I distance myself from sins and enormity 
When will I actually join the ranks of piety 
O Allah! When will I discover the remedy 
To cure my heart and become a sincere devotee 

oJL^-! J^ !j-h^ 

4I1! <Jl 

Jp !JL^> 



Jp JUS all! J^» 

Jp JUS Ah! J^s 



Avoid actions that cause others to backbite 

Dear Islamic brothers! Whether you lead private lives or are in the public spotlight, we 
all should strive to lead our lives carefully and try to avoid actions which open the doors 
of backbiting. Let us look at a summary of a question in Persian and its answer (with its 
Urdu translation) which is printed in Fatawa Razawiyyah, Volume 21, on pages 612-616. 
After reading this, you will realize how deplorable it is to carryout actions, which lead other 
Muslims towards backbiting, tale-bearing, asserting allegations and retaining suspicions 
thus instigating personal hatred (and mistrust). My master, A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e- 
Sunnat, Maulana Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan c was asked: 



56 



Backbiting - A Cancer in our Society 



Question: What do scholars of religious sciences and jurists of spiritual path say about 
the fact that Zayd is an Imam and also acts as a deputy. He eats at people’s houses who 
serve dead animal’s meat and pork to Christians and claims that there is no problem in 
doing so. People should wash their hands afterwards, and thus will attain purity. Based 
on Zayd actions, most people of the town have started eating at those people’s houses, 
whereas some people despise this action. Thus, a situation of conflict has risen. Thus, in 
the light of knowledge of Quran and Sunnah, please state the ruling as prescribed by 
Islamic law for Zayd. Similarly, what does the law say about the ones who support and 
assist Zayd, \yj?y 'j% ‘ Reply and gather virtuous reward .’ 

Answer: Pious and practicing Muslims should completely avoid eating at the house of 
those Muslims who are so bold, courageous and far from the fear of Allah that they 
have taken up an occupation to cook and serve such Haram meats. Keep in mind, 
wherever there is an abundant use of Haram things; there is always a lingering doubt 
that the utensils might become contaminated with Haram impurities. Therefore, going 
to such places and dining there in doubtful contaminated utensils could give rise to 
public allegations. It is narrated in a Hadis, ‘Whoever believes in Allah and the Day 
of Judgment should refrain from places of allegations.’ 

Therefore, it is essential to safeguard and avoid situations that could result in finger 
pointing and accusations from others. Otherwise, these actions could cause your Islamic 
brothers to be drawn into grave sins of backbiting, laying false accusations, engendering 
hatred for others or enticing them to name calling. It is relayed in a Hadis, ‘Avoid actions 
which displease the ears.’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 5, pp. 605, Hadis 16701) Yet in another 
narration it is narrated, ‘Refrain from those actions on account of which you have to 
apologize.’ (Al-Ahadis-ul-Mukhtarah, vol. 6, pp. 188, Hadis 2199) Furthermore, without any 
genuine permissibility under Islamic law, it is not allowed to cause others to dislike you. 
The Holy Prophet isSi&ij* said: IjjA ‘Give Muslims glad-tidings and do 

not cause them to despise.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 42, Hadis 69) 

Islamic law intends to unite individuals and to bring them closer rather than alienating 
them and pulling them apart. The intellect also dictates avoiding suspicious situations 
and unsophisticated places, which lead others to be suspicious and lay blame. It is 
relayed in a Hadis, ‘After believing in Allah the exalted, the foundation of intellect is 
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to love people and make friendships with them.’ (Jam’-ul-Jawami', vol. 4, pp. 339, Hadis 12332) 
This humble servant (i.e. A’la Hadrat) has collected these Ahadis at length and in detail 
in his thesis Jamal-ul-Ijmal and in its explanatory notes under the title Kamal-ul-Ikmal. 

In short, intellect and courtesy dictate that these undeniably wrong actions entail several 
evils and their end is definitely disgraceful. When such actions are bound to result in 
dispute and discord amongst Muslims, then it becomes a grave crime to act upon them. 
Hence, Allah JmS*- says: 

Mischief is more grievous than killing. 3 

[Kanz-ul-Iman ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 2, Surah Al-Baqarah, Verse 191) 

In addition it is relayed to us in a Hadis, ‘Fitnah (discord) is sleeping. Allah’s curse be 
upon the one who awakens it.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, vol. 4, pp. 339, Hadis 12332) If you observe 
these people carefully, you will come to realize that those individuals, who carry out such 
actions, are utterly oblivious of the requisites of our religion. They contend that the sole 
purpose of their lives is to lead a life style free of any restriction or worry. 

A’la Hadrat, (Shaykh Imam Ahmad Raza Khan continues on to explain that 

eating and performing other actions with Christians are the doings of the belligerent and 
morally degenerate people. Further A’la Hadrat jus fiji lav has said: ‘...And whoever 
claimed that cooking pork and meat of a dead animal and feeding it to non-Muslims 
does not matter and that there was no Haram in it; has surely perpetrated a false 
concept. It is certainly not advisable to issue such judgments without prior knowledge or 
research. It is unacceptable and strictly forbidden to pollute oneself with impurities, 
without any lawful cause under Islamic law. It is even more essential to refrain from 
these activities, when one intends to rectify others in the society from wrong doings. 
Surely, it is impermissible and Haram for a Muslim to pollute their hands for cooking 
things classified as Haram or impermissible. Remember this rule of thumb, whatever is 
declared as Haram to receive, is also Haram to give. Allah says: 

And help not one another in sin and transgression. q\ 3 Si J 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 6, Surah Al-Maidah, Verse 2) 
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And Allah the Exalted is All Glorious, Greatest of all and Omniscience (All-Knowing).’ 



Chup kay logon say kiyay jis hay gunah 
Woh khabardar hay kyci horn hay 
Aray O Mujrim bay-parwa daykh 
Sir pay talwar hay kyci bond hay 

You break the rules of Allah, secluded from the mass 
He is well aware what will come to pass 
Sinners don’t be heedless; wakeup and beware 
Sword hangs on your neck; your future is despair 

Blessing of watching Madam Muzakarah on Madam channel 

Dear Islamic brothers! tesJi, Dawat-e-Islami a non-political propagational movement 
of Quranic teachings and Sunnah has several departments which aid in spreading the 
Islamic message around the globe. Amongst them is the department of Madam channel, 
a channel that is popularizing the message of Dawat-e-Islami in households through 
television in several countries. It is purely an Islamic channel, no movies, no music, and 
no women and it has one hundred percent Islamic colours. 

jikdi. JL) 6^sS\, several non-Muslims have embraced Islam through its telecasts. Several 
non-committal individuals have adopted regular Salah and untold numbers of people 
have repented from their past sins and have opted for a path of Sunnah. Let us hear one 
Madam parable of the Madam channel to highlight its effectiveness. One Islamic brother 
e-mailed me this Madam parable. 

Here is its synopsis: It is commonplace that during our conversation, these days, we are 
known to divulge into backbiting without even realizing it. One brother, who was 
staying in Bab-ul-Madlnah (Karachi), came from Bab-ul-Islam (Hyderabad) relayed this 
Madam parable in the presence of other Islamic brothers: One of my friends told me, 
‘My sister is short-tempered and gets easily annoyed. If she gets upset with anyone, she 
does not step up and greet them first. My sister and my sister-in-law had a confrontation 
on some issue and my sister stopped talking to her. Coincidentally that very evening on 
Dawat-e-Islami’s beloved and favourite television channel - the Madam channel - they 
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aired a SilsilaK (program) entitled ‘Madani Muzakarah’ and the topic of discussion was 
on how to safeguard oneself from the perils of backbiting. After watching the program 
(my irate sister who never compromised with anyone), not only approached my sister- 
in-law but also apologized for her mistakes and reconciled with her.’ 

Four instances of backbiting in this Madani parable 

Dear Islamic brothers! The above-mentioned Madani parable begins with a true statement 
that during our conversations a floodgate backbiting is unleashed and we don’t even 
realize it. Even in the above anecdote, there are four occurrences of backbiting, but they 
will not be considered as sinful backbiting because for them to count as a sin, they have 
to be designated to a particular individual. 

In the parable relayed, it talks about a sister, but the sister is not designated. It is highly 
possible that the person had more than one sister. Now if the narrator talked to the 
brothers who knew that he has only one sister and he told them without having any 
cause of exemption from Islamic law, then in that case all four would count as sins - sins 
of backbiting. Just to make us realize the reality of backbiting, let me list the four phrases 
used in the Madani parable above, which constitute as backbiting: 

1. My sister is short-tempered and gets easily annoyed. 

2-3. If she gets upset with anyone, she does not step up and greet them first or meet with 
them. These two backbiting instances were repeated twice. 

4. The mentioning of ‘My sister and my sister-in-law had a confrontation on some 
issue and my sister stopped talking to her’, also counts under revealing the household 
secrets, which in itself is against ethical behaviour and falls under backbiting. 

Now if the person who relayed the Madani parable revealed that his sister is irate with 
the intent that the Sunnah inspired Madani channel gains publicity and people realize its 
importance, then this would be deemed as a virtuous intention. Still with good intent, it 
is advisable to tell the Madani parable with caution and to disguise the characters so that 
the people can never deduce them specifically as persons of the anecdote. For example, 
he could have said, ‘ This happened with one Islamic brother that his sister was short 
tempered...’ However, during such conversations, serious demeanour is vital otherwise if 
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one is smiling and relaying the event in a peculiar manner, it might cause others to 
realize that he is talking about his own household. 

Ilahi! April rahmat say Tu hikmat ka khazinah day 
Hamayn ‘aql-e-salim Maula! Paey Shah-e-Madinah day 
Khudaya guftagu karnay ka Tu Madam qarinah day 
Bacha ghlbat say, bak bak say hamayn Qufl-e-Madmah day 

With Your mercy grant me wisdom O Allah! 

Grant me complete comprehension for the sake of the Holy Prophet! 

Allah! Give me the proper etiquettes of conversing 
Safeguard me from backbiting and excessive talking 

Jp IjL 
Ji 

Jp IjL 



-u*P Jp JUS Ahl 
Jp JUS Zh\ 



Master’s love for his companions 

Master of both Worlds, Embodiment of Nur, the Noble Prophet jusaiiij* has 

stated, ‘No companion should come to me with a talk about the other; I want to come to 
you with a clean heart.’ (Sunan AbTDawud, vol. 4, pp. 348, Hadis 4860) 

The grand master of Hadis, Shaykh ‘Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dihlvi ^ while 

elaborating on this phrase, ‘No companion should come to me with a talk about the other 
has written: Neither should we talk about their shortcomings, wrong actions and bad 
habits, nor should we say that he said this or he did this or that he was saying such-and- 
such. (Ashi’a-tul-Lam’at, vol. 4, pp. 83) Explaining the other part 7 want to come to you with a 
clean heart’: The renowned commentator of the Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na’imi 
^ said, ‘(That when I come to you) I have no malice, no hate for anyone. Keep in 

mind, this is only mentioned for our guidance that we should keep our hearts clean from 
malice of fellow Muslims to gain the true blessings of Madinah (Anwar-e-Madinah). 
Otherwise, the Prophet’s blessed heart is the fountain of mercy and guiding light and 
impurities (of malice and hatred) have no dominion there.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajxh, vol. 6,pp. 472) 
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You love the slaves so... 

JiiSc aJLii c^, the aforementioned narration gives a glimpse of the depth of love of the 
Holy Prophet for his slaves and followers. A’la Hadrat’s brother, Shaykh 

Hasan Raza Khan has written this beautiful couplet (in Urdu): 

Turn ko to ghulamaun say hay kuch aysT mahabbat 
Hay tark-e-adab warnah kahayn ham pay fida ho 

You have such love for your slaves, it is against manners 
Otherwise, we would say you have sacrificed yourself for us 

(Zauq-e-Na’at) 



A warning to the backbiters 

The aforementioned Hadis is a lesson for those who, without any justification under 
Islamic law, reveal weaknesses and shortcomings of people to others and indulge in 
backbiting; like the ones who speak ill about a student to his teacher, a son to his father, 
an employee to his employer, a disciple to his Murshid. Thus, carrying the burden of a 
major sin and tarnishing the reputation of those people in the eyes of the beholder. They 
might not realize that their actions might cause 
several problems - problems which every intelligent 
person can easily comprehend when a student falls 
from grace in the sight of his teacher, when a 
subordinate falls in the sight of his Nigran (group 
leader) and when a disciple (Murid) falls in the eyes 
of his Murshid (spiritual guide). It is my earnest 
wish that the person backbiting would stop and think what would happen to him if he 
himself was humiliated and degraded in front of his teacher or spiritual guide. I wish we 
never fall in the sights of our Murshid. I wish repeatedly millions of hearty wishes that 
we stay in the good books of our Murshid. 



I wish we never fall in the sights 
of our Murshid. I wish repeatedly 
millions of hearty wishes that we 
stay in the good books of our 
Murshid. 



Sada Pir-o-Murshid rahayn ham say razi 
Kabhl bhl na haun yeh khafa Yd llahi! 



Allah! May our Hr stay well-pleased 
And may he never be displeased 
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Ah! I wish, the Beloved and Blessed Prophet is always pleased with us 

slaves and may he never remove us from his merciful sight. 

Na uih sakay ga qiydmat talak Khuda ki qasam 
Kay jis ko tu nay nazar say gird kay chordiya 

O Allah Rab of the Beloved Prophet JsSi&i J*! Excuse all our mistakes and 

keep us in the shade of Your mercy. Ah! If You are displeased with us, where will we 
turn? Whose door will we knock on? 

Gar Tu naraz huwa mayri halakat ho gl 
Haye mayn nar-e-Jahannam mayn jalun ga Yd Rab 
Kar mu’afaur sada hay liye razi ho ja 
Yeh karam ho ga to Jannat mayn rahun ga Yd Rab 

O Allah! It is my utter loss 
Burning in the inferno, if You are displeased 
I shall reside in Paradise if You Pardon me and are pleased 

Elders should not listen to the backbiting of the young 

It is my earnest Madam request to the teachers, Nigran etc. if someone comes to you and 
backbites against your subordinates without any justification under Islamic law, and if 
you are able, stop them right away. Otherwise, you would fall into the sin of listening to 
backbiting. It is highly possible that after hearing the backbiting about your subordinate 
or student, you might get angry and utter ‘something’ in retaliation, which that backbiter 
might relay to the other person leading to further evils. 

Assuming, he succeeds in conveying to you the slanders perpetrated against you and if 
you do not act the proper way to safeguard yourself from listening to this backbiting 
then in that case, to ensure a positive outcome in the Hereafter, fulfil the proper 
requirements of repentance right away. Try to persuade the backbiter to repent as well. 
Further, do not change your favourable attitude towards the person who was mentioned 
to you and do not let this cultivate suspicions in your heart. Don’t pass along this 
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information to anyone either and as soon as the evil thought of relaying this slanderous 
talk to others crosses your mind, remind yourself the Hadis: 



It is enough for a person to be a liar that he relays anything he has heard 



With the intent to learn a lesson from the aforementioned Hadis, do not narrate the 
unfavourable things you heard to anyone else, otherwise, you would also slip into the sin 
of backbiting. After research if the things you heard turn out to be true, with good 
intentions at heart, try to reform the subordinate Islamic brother as well. 

Always bear in mind that apparently, you have been granted a position of authority, but 
you are unaware what the hidden divine decree holds for you. Therefore, with a sincere 
heart adopt humility, humility and humility. Accepting your low importance and ranking, 
recite these couplets addressing the Prophet 



Khak mujh mayn kamal rakha hay 
Mustafa nay sanbhdl rakha hay 
Mayray ‘aybaun pay dal kar pardah 
Mujh ko achchaun mayn dal rakha hay 
Tayra Ayjaz kab ka mar jata 
Tayray iukron nay pal rakha hay 



On my own, I have no distinction; however, 

The support of the Prophet is my foundation, 
Covering my deficiencies, 

He has put me amongst the righteous 
Your Ayjaz would have been destroyed long time ago, 
But he is sustained by your endowments and donation 




(without research) to others. 



(Sahih Muslim, pp. 8, Hadis 5) 
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Telltale could never be trusted 

Never believe whoever comes to you and backbites about a believer because whoever 
backbites, that person becomes a sinful person (Fasiq). The news (under Islamic law) 
relayed by a Fasiq is not considered reliable. 

Once Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin Shihab Zuhrl shiism -sis. was sitting 
close to the king Sulayman Bin ‘Abdul Malik, a man came and the king addressed him in 
an annoyed manner, ‘I have learnt that you said such-and-such against me.’ He said, ‘I 
have not said anything like that.’ The king insisted, ‘Whoever told me is a truthful man 
(how can he lie to me).’ Imam Zuhrl As\ hzj.& intervened and said to the king, 
‘(Whoever informed you is a telltale and) a telltale cannot be a truthful person.’ Upon 
this, the king regained his composure and replied, ‘Shaykh you have made a statement 
which is definitely true.’ Then he turned to that person and told him: ‘Return 

with peace.’ (Ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3,pp. 193) 

Way of Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 

One man approached Amir-ul-Muminin Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 4S£.jbs«&i&#w 
and said something against another person. He warned, ‘If you would prefer, I could 
research what you have told me and if you are found to be untruthful than you stand a 
chance of being categorized under this verse of the Quran: 



On the other hand, if you were found to be truthful, you would still be considered as 
explained in this verse of the Quran: 




If any disobedient comes to you make a strict enquiry. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 26, Siirah Al-Hujurat, Verse 6) 



J, 




One who taunts a lot, going around with slander. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 29, Surah Al-Qalam, Verse 11) 
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And if you prefer I may forgive you.’ He replied, ‘O leader of the faithful, please forgive 
me! I will refrain from this (i.e. backbiting and tale-bearing) forever.’ (lhya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 3, 
PP- 193) 

May Allah have mercy upon him and forgive us for his sake! 

(Jp alii 



You have come to me with three evils 

One man approached a sage Jusj&i and said some negative things about one of sage’s 

friends. The sage said to him, ‘Sadly, you have come to me with three evils: 

1. You have caused me to dislike a fellow Islamic brother; 

2. Because of your talk, you have caused me to ponder (and worry about other’s 
character); and 

3. You have tarnished your truthful character (i.e., I considered you a safekeeping and 
truthful individual, but you turned out to be a person who cannot retain a secret to 
himself).’ (Ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3,pp. 193) 



Safeguard yourselves from the thieves of love 

Elders of our religion have advised us to safeguard ourselves from the enemies of the 
intellect and the thieves of love. These thieves are disaffected and tattletale as well. A 
thief steals worldly materialistic possessions, but they (who backbite and tattletale) steal 
the love (and respect) people have among themselves. (Ai-Mustadrak, vol. l, pp. 15 1) 

I am in a state of struggle until we part 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Mansur Bin Zazan said, ‘By Allah JuAd Whenever someone 

comes and sits with me, I find myself usually in a state of battle against that person 
because neither will that person refrain from alienating me from my friends by backbiting 
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against them, nor will he avoid revealing what others say about me. Thus, they put me 
through anxiety and mental agony. (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarin, pp. 196) 



May Allah have mercy upon him and forgive us for his sake! 



Mujhay ghibaton say bacha Yd Ilahl 
Bachun chughliyon say sada Yd Ilahl 
Kabhl bhi lagaiin na tuhmat kisl per 
Day taufiq sidq-o-wafa Yd Ilahl 

Allah! Guard me from backbiting and slandering 
May I refrain from gossiping and tale-bearing 
Allah! Safeguard me from laying false allegation 
Aid me in truthfulness and your loyal devotion 



Received faith 17 days before death through the Madam channel 

Let me summarize the tale relayed to me by an Islamic brother from Siddiqabad: There 
was a 50-year old non-Muslim living in Karachi. JU-sJ^aL^sJT, he embraced Islam while 
watching the Madam channel on the fabulous day of Monday the 20 th of April 2009, 
impressed by the true teachings of the Muslim faith. He was given a Muslim name - 
Muhammad Siddlq. 

Soon afterwards, he attended the weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima at Dawat-e-Islami’s 
International Headquarters, Falzan-e-Madlnah and from there he travelled with a 12- 
day Madam Qafilah with the devotees of the Prophet to learn the Sunnah. Two or three 
days after his return, a car near Kakri Ground (in Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi) hit him. 
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The accident proved fatal and seventeen or eighteen days after acquiring the precious 
gift of Iman (faith), he left this world. May Allah JmSe- forgive him. 

Madam channel kT muhim hay Nafs-o-Shaytdn kay khilaf 
Jo bhT daykhay ga, karay ga *-UlfC_s,£)] i’tiraf 
Nafs-e-ammarah pay zarab aysT lagay gi zordar 
Kay nadamat kay sabab ho ga gunahgar ashkbar 

To campaign against the Nafs and Satan is Madam channel’s aim 
Whoever watches it shall ■djlftji&l proclaim 
It will move your heart and rattle your Nafs 
The deviant will weep with guilt and remorse 

(Jp tJUdl alii (jp IjLi 



Before death some get reformed and some get derailed 

he was indeed fortunate to be endowed with the wealth of Islam only seventeen 
or eighteen days before he passed away. Allah is Independent and Sovereign and no 
one knows what is in store for him in the hidden divine decree. Someone might have 
spent all his life in a state of disbelief, but may receive faith at the time of his death. 
Whereas, another might have spent all his life in virtuous deeds, but might face an 
unfavourable and faithless demise. We seek goodness from Allah Almighty Js-sK 

In this context, let us listen and try to deduce some lesson from the following Hadis, 
relayed by the Mother of the faithful, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah 13a jus When 
Allah Js-iA wills good for a person then one year before his death, He JisA designates an 
angel to him who keeps re-tacking him towards the right path until he dies with belief. 
Upon his death, people say that so-and-so died in a good state. When such a fortunate 
and pious person starts to die, his soul departs quickly. At that time, he prefers to meet 
Allah and Allah JsAt likes to meet him. When Allah wills bad for a person, 
then one year before his death a Satan is appointed upon him, who lures him until he 
reaches the worst time of his life and then dies. As death approaches him, his soul gets 
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stuck. At that time neither does the dying person want to meet Allah nor does 
Allah Js-sV.’ (Musnad Ibn-e-Rahawayh, vol. 3, pp. 503) 



Iman revitalized in Faizan-e-Madinah 

This is a synopsis of what an Islamic brother from Sultanabad [Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi 
(Pakistan)] relayed, ‘There was a non-Muslim who was residing with some of his friends 
in our locality (he was about 30 years of age). Some of his friends were Muslims as well. 
They used to watch movies and TV programs on cable television, as it is a common 
practice amongst the youth today. When Madam channel was launched in the blessed 
month of Ramadan 1429 A.H., its Madam telecasts were also relayed on the cable 
networks. The non-Muslim really liked the Madam telecasts when he saw them. Now he 
would often watch the Madam channel. By the blessings of watching the programs, one 
day he went to the International Headquarters of Dawat-e-Islami, Faizan-e-Madinah in 
order to wash away the darkness of his disbelief and to enlighten his heart with the light 
and guidance of Islam and there he pronounced the Kalimah and became a Muslim. 

In the weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima in front of thousands of attendees and viewers of 
the Madam channel, he became the disciple of Ghaus-e-A’zam Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir 
Jllanl Aji iav. Thereafter, he promptly attended congregational Salah and started 
growing a beard. Occasionally, he would also adorn his head with a turban about his 
cap. Further, he also started learning the proper recitation of the Quran in Dawat-e- 
Islami’s Madrasa-tul-Madlnah (for adults). He also attended the 3-day Sunnah-inspiring 



Iman pay day maut Madinay ki gall mayn 
Madfan mayra Mahbub hay qadmaun mayn band day 



Grant me death on faith in the street ofMadinah 
Make my burial by the feet of the Beloved of Allah 
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Ijtima’ at Sahra-e-Madinah in Madina-tul-Auliya, Multan. May Allah d«A grant him 
and all of us steadfastness on our faith.’ 

fP Sj 4^ ol^T 

Ndch ganon aur filmon say yeh channel pak hay 
Madam channel haq bayan karnay mayn bhl bay-bak hay 
Madam channel mayn NabT ki Sunnataun ki dhum hay 
Aur Shaytan la ’In ranjur hay maghmum hay 

Neither dance, no songs no movies, 

Madam channel is devoid of such anomalies 
Sunnahs relayed and truth boldly proclaimed 
Satan is dejected, distraught and distressed 

(Jp tJUdl alii JLi oJLiM (jp IjLi 



Backbiter’s supplications are not accepted 

Sayyiduna Shaykh Faqlh Abul Lays Samarqandi has said, ‘Supplications of 

three individuals are not accepted: 

1. Whoever eats Haram; 

2. Whoever excessively backbites; and 

3. Whoever envies other Muslims.’ (Tanbth-ul-Ghafilm, pp. 95) 

Guarantee for Paradise 

Here is a blessed narration from the Master of all the Prophets, the Mercy for the Universes, 
the Beloved of Allah j*, ‘Whoever sits in his home and does not backbite 

against other Muslims, Allah is his Guarantor for Paradise.’ (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 3, 

pp. 46, Hadis 3822) 



Neighbour of the Master in Paradise 

Companion Sayyiduna Abu Sa’id Khudri relayed that the Most Noble Prophet 

J* said, ‘Whoever performs Salah properly, his household is large (has more 
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members) but provisions are limited and does not backbite, he and I will be like this in 
Paradise (i.e. the Prophet displayed his index finger and middle finger 

together).’ (MusnadAbu Ya’la, vol. l,pp. 428, Hadis 986) 



Favours endowed in Paradise 

Dear Islamic brothers! Ju-sA *Jui The aforementioned Hadis mentions a Madam 
prescription to gain access to the neighbourhood of the Last Prophet Jas-ifrsafcjtetto J* in 
Paradise. 41 544 41 544 41 5=4-, the greatness of Paradise is truly marvellous. Dawat-e- 
Islami’s publishing house ‘Maktaba-tul-Madlnah’ has published a 1250 page book (in 
Urdu) under the title ‘ Bakar-e-Shan at .’ I hereby present to you some glimpses from that 
book’s chapter on Paradise, you will yearn to enter it. Step up your vigorous 

efforts to attain Allah’s gracious Paradise. Thus, it is narrated: 

1. If any object from Paradise, the size of a fingernail is revealed in this world, all the 
lands and the seas would get adorned by it. 

2. If a Heavenly bangle (or bracelet) were displayed, it would negate the sunshine from 
the sun just like the sun dims out the glow of the stars. 

3. A space small enough to lay down a whip in Paradise is better than this entire world 
and all the things in it. 

4. Walls in Paradise are made of gold and bricks are made of silver. Musk is used as 
the bonding agent. 

5. The dwellers of Paradise will be presented with the tastiest of tasty cuisines. Whatever 
they wish shall be promptly presented in front of them. 

6. When they see a bird and if they wish to eat it, it will be presented to them roasted 
at the same time. 

7. If they wish to have water, the container will come into their hands and it will have 
the exact amount of water, milk, wine (heavenly) and honey that they desire, neither 
a drop more nor a drop less. After they have finished their drink, the container will 
go back to where it came from. 
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8. The worldly wines have a foul odour, a bitter taste, and an intoxicating effect. Whoever 
drinks it, loses his reasoning ability, self-control, and starts using profanity. The 
wine in Paradise will be free from such negatives. 

9. There are no impurities in Paradise. There is no urine, no stool, no earwax, no dried 
nasal mucus nor bodily grime. 

10. One will have a pleasure -giving fragrant burp as well as he will perspire fragrantly. 

1 1 . All the food will be digested. 

12. The burp and sweat will smell like musk. 

13. Just like breathing, the tongue will be glorifying and praising Allah voluntarily 
and involuntarily. 

14. Everyone will have at least ten thousand servants at his service. Each one of them 
will have a silver bowl in one hand and a gold bowl in the other. All bowls will be 
filled with a variety of blessings (cuisines), each novel in colour. As they eat, instead 
of the taste diminishing away, it will actually enhance. Every morsel will have seventy 
flavours each distinct from the other and all these flavours will be tasted without 
one flavour overwhelming the other. 

15. Neither will their dresses be worn out nor will there youth wither away. 

16. If someone were to wear a dress from Paradise in this world, whoever saw it would 
faint. People’s eyes would not be able to bear (its magnificence) and faint. 

17. If any Hur from Paradise were to spit in the ocean, it would turn sweet. According 
to one Hadis, if a heavenly maiden were to spit in the seven oceans (of the world) 
the water would turn sweeter than honey. 

18. Besides the hair on the head, eyebrows and eyelashes, the dwellers of Paradise will 
not have any bodily hair. All will be clean-shaven and their eyes be lined with kohl. 
Everyone will look thirty years old and will never look older than that. 

19. Then, the people will go to the market place (by Allah’s orders) which would be 
surrounded by the angels. They will see things that their eyes have never seen, nor 
their ears ever heard; nor have their minds ever thought of. There will be no buying 
or selling, whatever they like in the market place will just be sent along with them. 
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20. People of Paradise will meet others in this market. When a person from a lower 
grade will meet another from a higher grade and will like his dress, then before their 
talk is finished he will feel his dress is better than the other’s dress because there is 
no sorrow in Paradise. 

21. Whenever they will want to meet each other their thrones will move closer. Before 
Allah JiiSs the most respectable person amongst them is the one who is blessed 
with the privilege of beholding Almighty Allah d«A in the mornings and in the 
evenings. 

22. When all the dwellers of the Paradise would have entered, then Allah will ask 
them, ‘Do you want anything else that I shall provide for you?’ They will say, ‘You 
have illuminated our faces and you have let us enter Paradise and saved us from 
Hell.’ Then the veil, which is drawn upon the people, would be lifted and they will 
behold Allah JsAa They have not been awarded anything greater than this (gift).’ 
(Bahar-e-SharT at, vol. 1, pp. 152-162) 



Allah! For the sake of Your Beloved, the Compassionate and Beneficent Prophet j*), 

endow us with Your Divine Vision. Amin! 





Ho nazar-e-karam bahr-e-Ziya suay gunahgar 
Jannat mayn parausl mujhay Aqa ka band day 



Bestow your grace towards me, the sinner, for the sake ofZiya 
Make my abode in the vicinity of my Master, in Paradise 
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How to get Hurs? 

Dear Islamic brothers! During your conversations, strive to avoid backbiting and all 
sinful conversations; and make yourself worthy of Paradise. Move your tongues a little 
and invoke (4^' and be rewarded with Hurs in Paradise. After worshiping for 

forty years, a sage made a supplication, ‘Allah Js-sV! Show me a glimpse of the blessings 
You will bestow upon me in Paradise.’ While he was still busy in his supplication, the 
arch of the Masjid split open and a beautiful Hur emerged from the cleft and said, ‘You 
will get one hundred Hurs like me, each will have one hundred helpers, and each helper 
will have a hundred slave-girls, and each slave-girl will have a hundred assistants.’ 
Upon hearing this, the sage rejoiced and inquired, ‘Will anyone get more than me in 
Paradise?’ She replied, ‘Every common inhabitant of Paradise, who would have invoked 
S_LJ1 in the morning and evening, will receive these. (Raud-ur-Riyahxn, pp. 55) 

Defamation of another Muslim is Haram 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet jusabi J* said, ‘All belongings of one Muslim are 

Haram for another Muslim: his possessions; his honour and his blood. It is enough for 
one’s wickedness that he considers his Muslim brother inferior to himself.’ (Sunan Abi Dawud, 
vol. 4, pp. 354, Hadis 4882 ) 



What is arrogance? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Arrogance or pride is when someone considers himself as superior 
than others. Firstly, arrogance is Haram and secondly, it instigates one towards backbiting. 
Further, an arrogant person tends to ridicule others, who he considers inferior to himself. 
Allah has said in the Quran in Surah Al-Hujurat, Part 26, Verse 11: 



(_jwc-^o)S o'? QjdllLgjC 

p % ~ •« (S*~ s ~ O'? ol 

O believers! Let not the men scoff at the men, perchance they may be better than those who 
scoff, and nor than those who scoff, and not the women at other women, perchance that they 
may be better than those women who scoff... 

[Kanz-ul- Iman ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 26, Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 11) 
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Don’t look at others with disdain 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Imam Ahmad Bin Hajar Makki Shafi’I while elaborating 

on this verse said: ‘-Cyki, [ Sukhriyah in the verse] refers to one who is mocked and is 
looked down upon with despise. This order of Allah Js-sS*- signifies that we should not 
look down upon anyone with disdain. It is possible that the one who we look down upon 
is actually at a better and higher status in the court of Allah JasX It is relayed from the 
Intercessor of the Ummah J^s JM dbi j*, ‘There are several people who are in a 
miserable state, their hair are scattered and their clothes are worn out. No one cares about 
them, but if they were to swear by Allah’s name on any issue, Allah would fulfil 
their words.’ ( Sunan-ut-Tirmizl vol. 5, pp. 459, Hadis 3880) 

Satan, the cursed, considered Prophet Sayyiduna Adam Saflyullah -slsjis sA&i s Hv <> 
inferior to him and thus suffered an eternal loss. On the other hand, Adam Saflyullah 
received everlasting reverence and there is a great difference between 
them. This Hadis also infers that we should not consider others as inferior to us and should 
always avoid despising them with disdain because we are unaware that perhaps, one day 
the other person might attain a position of respect and we might be disgraced - and then 
he might take revenge. 




Don’t disgrace a poor man, you never know; you might be needy one day. Allah JmS*- 
might grace him with wealth; and let your poverty stay. 

(Az-Zawajir Aniqtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 2, pp. 11) 



Who is Muslim? Who is Muhajir? 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is incumbent upon every Muslim that he does not hurt another 
Muslim unnecessarily. Neither should he steal others’ belongings, nor should he backbite 
against him. Also, a Muslim should never ridicule a believer nor should he hurt him or 
fight with him; in fact, both should be each other’s protectors. The Knower of the Unseen 
JUj ssiu. jusdbi J*> has stated: ‘A (complete) Muslim is one who avoids harming other 
Muslims with his hand and tongue. Similarly, a (complete) Muhajir is one who gives up 
all that is forbidden by Allah ds-sA.’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 15, Hadis 10) 
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The renowned exegetist of the Quran, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan while elaborating on this Hadis, has explained: A complete Muslim 

is one who is a Muslim by all means - by definition and by actions [as prescribed under 
Islamic law]. A person is a Momin when he neither backbites another Muslim, nor 
curses at him, nor tattles on him, nor passes sarcastic remarks to him. He does not 
physically hurt them, nor does he write anything against them. Further, a complete 
Muhajir is one who not only migrates from his homeland, but also migrates from the 
commission of sin; or literally leaving sins, which is also migration - and that continues 
persistently. (Mirat-ul-Manajlh, vol. 1, pp. 29) 



It is impermissible to hurt even by rolling the eyes 

Dear Islamic brothers! The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner 
of Jannah jusaiiij* said, ‘It is not allowed for any Muslim to terrify another 

Muslim.’ (Sunan Abl Dawud, vol. 4, pp. 391, Hadis 5004) 

At another instant, he JUs<* said, ‘It is impermissible for a Muslim to roll his 
eyes in a manner which harms another Muslim.’ (Az-Zuhd li-lbn-e-Mubarak, pp. 240, Raqm 689) 
(Ithaf-us-Sadah liz-Zubaydl, vol. 7, pp. 177) 



Heart-wrenching itch 

Dear Islamic brothers! It might seem very simple and easy to harm a fellow Muslim and 
hurt his feelings; to curse them, to backbite against them, to slander them, but this 
could turn into a heavy burden in the Hereafter, if these acts result in displeasing Allah 
Almighty Js-sSa 

It is narrated on 21 st page of the Urdu booklet ‘Zulm ka Anjam’, published by Dawat-e- 
Islami’s publishing house, Maktaba-tul-Madinah: Shaykh Sayyiduna Yazid Bin Shajarah 
has narrated that: Like the seas have shores, and Hell also has shores which 
have snakes like the Arabian camels and scorpions like mules. When the dwellers of Hell 
will plead to lessen their punishments, it will be ordered for them to be pulled out to the 
shore. As soon as they are pulled ashore, these snakes will grab them by their lips and 
faces and peel away their skins. They will turn towards the fire to safeguard themselves, 
and then they will be inflicted with an itch. They will itch so much that all their muscles 
and flesh will be plucked away and only bones will remain. It will be called out, ‘So-and- 
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so! Are you hurting now?’ They will say, ‘Yes.’ Then it will be said, ‘This is the punishment 
for the harm you caused to the believers.’ (Attarghib Wattarkb, vol. 4, pp. 280, Hadis 5649) 

Ay khasa-e-khasdn-e-Rusul waqt-e-Du ’a hay 
Ummat pay tayrT a kay ‘ajab waqt para hay 
Tadbir sanbhalnay kT hamaray nahln koT 
Han aik Du ’a tayrT kay maqbul-e-Khuda hay 

Prophet it is time to make a special supplication 
As turmoil and hardships engulf your nation 
No recourse in sight, only relying on your supplication 
For surely your pleas are accepted without exception 

jliS ail! < r zA-\ & 



Fortune enlightened by the blessings of Mawlud celebration 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to get rid of the habit of backbiting and to develop a 
habit of offering Salah and practicing the Sunnah, keep yourself attached to the 
righteous Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami and travel in the Madam Qafilah with 
the devotees of the Prophet to learn the Sunan of the Holy Prophet. To prosper in this 
life and to be successful in the Hereafter, follow the Madam In’amat booklet. Fill in the 
questionnaire and turn it in to the representative of Dawat-e-Islami within the first ten 
days of each Madam month. Celebrate Mawlud - the Blessed Birthday [of the Beloved 
Prophet j*] - with the devotees of the Prophet as it has numerous blessings. 

Here we present to you the synopsis of the narrative of an Islamic brother, who was from 
the city of Trarkhel Sudhnoti district (in Kashmir): On the 12 th night of Rabl’-un-Nur 
1430 A.H., our Masjid was being decorated with green flags and splendid illuminations 
to celebrate the blessed night. Just then, four drug addicts entered the Masjid and informed 
the Imam that they were about to use drugs, but then they thought to themselves that, 
‘Tonight is the Mawlud night. Will we even sin on this night? Why should not we repent?’ 
Therefore, they had come to him. Thereafter, they repented and joined the congregation 
to amass the blessings of the Mawlud celebrations. The Imam of the Masjid quickly 
contacted a representative of Dawat-e-Islami. He came soon afterwards with some 
Islamic brothers and they met with the drug addicts with great enthusiasm. Later that 
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night, the drug addicts travelled with the 3 -day Madani Qafilah, following the prescribed 
schedule of the Qafilah. Their passion was highly commendable. 

Ai by the blessings of Mawlud celebration, all four of them made righteous 
intentions to establish the Salah, adorn the beard, acquire the blessing of 63-day 
Tarbiyyati Course and attend the Masajid etc. Furthermore, all of them made a Bay at 
[initiation] into the Qadiriyyah Razawiyyah spiritual Sufi order along with their family 
members and became ‘Attari. At the time of delivering the statement, it had only been a 
few days since they joined the righteous Madani environment and at that time, they 
were travelling in a 12-day Madani Qafilah. 

Khub jhiimo ay gunahgaraun tumharT Eid hay 
Ho gaya bakhshish ka sdrndn Eid-e-Mllad-un-Nabl 

Transgressors! Sway with joy, today is your celebration 
The day of Mawlud, Prophet’s birthday commemoration 

(Jp tJlsij all! JLi <_JLci-! (Jp 

After beholding splendid illuminations, a non-believer embraced Islam 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize the Madani parable of celebrating Mawlud? 
Because the devotees of the Prophet were celebrating the Mawlud, which is why those 
drug addicts found out about the auspicious and mercy-filled night and felt that they 
should respect it. Hence, they entered the Masjid which was adorned with decorative 
lights and where green flags swayed in celebration of the blessed night. Benefits of 
celebrating the birth of our Prophet J* are truly phenomenal. One Islamic 

brother told me [the author] that this one time, a Masjid was decorated with religious 
fervour to mark the Mawlud celebrations. It so happened that a non-Muslim passed by it 
and when he saw the magnificent decorations on the Masjid, he inquired about the 
occasion. He was informed that the splendid decorations were placed to mark the birthday 
of our Beloved Prophet j*. Upon hearing that, his heart filled with the 

respect for the Beloved and Blessed Prophet J*. He thought, ‘Even though 

almost fifteen centuries have passed, still these Muslims celebrate the birthday of their 
Prophet with such zeal and enthusiasm and decorate their homes and Masajid. This 
affirms that this is the true religion.’ Aj he repented from his false believes and 
reciting the Statement of Faith he embraced Islam. 
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Splendid illuminations for Mawlud celebration 

On page 174 of Malfuzat-e-A’la Hadrat [the 561-page publication of Maktaba-tul- 
Madinab, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is narrated: 

Question: For the Mawlud celebrations, is it wastage to decorate with flamed torches, 
chandeliers or floors 1 ? 

Answer: Scholars concur that, j&-\ j citjdi QIJdA! j 'i that is, there is no good in 
wastage and there is no wastage in good. Hence, anything that is intended to raise the 
reverence of the gathering of remembrance, it cannot be deemed impermissible. 

( MalfuzatA ’la Hadrat, pp. 174) 



A thousand wicks lit 

Imam Muhammad Ghazali has narrated in Ihya-ul-‘Ulum from Sayyid Abu 

‘All Ruzbari that one person arranged a gathering for the remembrance of 

Allah For this gathering, he lit one thousand wicks. One person came and noticed 
so many candles and turned around to leave, just then the host held his hand and told 
him to extinguish one of the wicks which he thought was lit to please anyone else other 
than Allah He tried to put out the candles, but none of the wicks would extinguish. 

(Ihya-ul- ‘Ulum, vol. 2, pp. 26) 



Lahrao sabz parcham ay Aqa kay ‘ashiqaun! 

Ghar ghar karo charaghan kay Sarkar a gaye 

Prophet’s devotees! Fly green flags today 
Decorate every house and street for Master’s birthday 

Jp jLu 

4jh! j!. \jijp 

Jp jLu 



Jp JUS all! 

-uSp Jp JUS Ah! JU> 



This means to level the particular surface of the earth by limestone etc. 
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True poverty 

Embodiment of Nur JUs-dhssisJbSiiii J* asked his companions ‘Who is poor?’ 

The companions answered, ‘Poor is a person who has neither dirham nor 

wealth.’ He JUs-jh then replied, ‘Poor person from my Ummah is the one who 
will come on the Day of Judgment with his Sal ah, fasts and Zakah, but he would have 
cursed someone, laid allegation on another, stole from someone, caused someone’s blood 
to flow and hurt someone. Therefore they all will be given a share from his good deeds 
and if his good deeds run out before their rights are fulfilled; then their sins will be put 
on him and then he will be thrown into Hell.’ (Sahrh Muslim, pp. 1394, Hadis 2581 ) 

Ah! What will transpire on the Day of Reckoning? 

Dear Islamic brothers! Tremble with fear! Shiver! Truly, a person, who is left empty-handed 
on the Day of Judgment despite bringing Salah, fasts, Zakah, generous contribution, 
social works, and other great virtuous deeds; is indeed poor. Since he had cursed, laid 
allegations, reprimanded someone without any cause under Islamic law, ridiculed someone, 
disgraced someone, hit someone, borrowed something from someone and deliberately 
not returned it, not repaid his debts, hurt others feelings; these people will take away his 
good deeds. After his goods deeds have finished, he will be shoved into the fire of Hell 
laden with other peoples’ sins. Therefore, if you have slandered against someone or 
compromised their rights in any way, then the safe road is to seek their forgiveness without 
any hesitation along with repentance from Allah AmX 

My master, A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Alil-e-Sunnat, Maulana, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan wrote in his Fatawa Razawiyyah : ‘It is easier to get others to forgive 

here (in this world), but there are very slim chances on the Day of Judgment because 
everyone will be engrossed in his own matters, wanting virtues and disgusted of his sins. 
In such a situation, who will not want good deeds coming their way and their sins being 
off-loaded elsewhere! 

To a point, it is relayed in a Hadis that if the parents have some claim over the son, they 
will harass him demanding their rights. He will say assuming to have mercy, ‘I am your 
off-spring.’ On the other hand, the parents would wish that they had even more rights to 
settle (so they could have taken away his deeds or given him their sins). 



Backbiting - A Cancer in our Society 



It is narrated in Tabarani by Ibn Mas’ud babies*? that he heard from the Holy Prophet 
J* that, ‘A son would owe to the parents. So, on the Judgment Day they will 
rush towards him and he will say, 7 am your son!’ Then the parents will be awarded their 
rights and they would wish they had even more rights due on him.’ 

When this is the case of one’s own parents, expecting from others is mere a wishful 
desire. If Allah, the Exalted and the Almighty wills to show mercy on someone, 
He would grant the claimant glorious heavenly abodes and satisfy him to forgive 
the other. In one grand scheme of compassion, both will benefit. Neither will his goods 
deeds be given to the claimant, nor will the claimants’ sins be passed to him, nor was he 
deprived of his rights. In fact, he was granted thousands times more than what his claim 
was worth. The mercy of Allah Js-sS^ is so remarkable that the oppressor will be forgiven 
and the oppressed is left well pleased as well. dij 4-^ ^ ^ '(jS 44^ 

(All praise is for Allah praise which is abundant, pure and blessed, like our Allah 

likes and pleases ) .’ (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kablr, vol. 10, pp. 219, Hadis 10526) 

Yd Ilahi! Jab paray mahshar mayn shor-e-dar-o-gir 
Aman daynay walay piyaray Payshwa ka sath ho 

Yd Allah! As uproar starts to call to account on Judgement Day 
We seek the help of the Your Beloved on Judgement Day 

I forsake my honour on the people 

Dear Islamic brothers! Backbiting is a disease which is so widespread that very few people 
refrain from this sin. To lessen the burden of our sins, we should all strive to refrain from 
backbiting and other sins and toil to safeguard others from these sins as well. Another 
way to lessen the burden of sins of others is to try our utmost to forgive our rights over 
fellow Muslims. 

Enticing us towards forgiving others, the Caring Prophet J*, the Beloved of 

Allah jfesJt, the Dearest of Aminah would often say: Who amongst you is not capable of 
being like Abu Damdam? They asked, ‘Who is Abu Damdam?’ He JUs -jib sju jus alii J* 
replied, ‘He was a man from the past Ummah who used to say in the mornings: 
O Allah Today I forsake my honour for the person who oppresses me.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, 
vol. 6, pp. 261, Hadis 8082) 
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One who forgave in advance got forgiven 

One Muslim said to Allah Js-sSs ‘Allah! I do not have any money to give in charity, 
therefore whoever is after my honour, I forsake it for him.’ Allah JmS*- revealed to the 
Prophet ‘I have forgiven him.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 219) 

Generosity of the oppressed Imam 

When oppressed Imam, Sayyiduna Imam Zayn-ul-‘AbidIn ^ abi would leave his 
home, he would say: Allah js-AsJ I will give charity today and that (charity) is that whoever 
backbites against me I give my honour to him.’ (Hayat-ul-Haywan-il-Kubra, vol. 1, pp. 202) 

Dear Islamic brothers! What Imam Zayn-ul-‘AbidIn is saying is that today 

whoever backbites against me, I will not take revenge from that person, neither in this 
world nor in the Hereafter. However, this does not denote that backbiting is permissible. 
Backbiting still remains a sin as usual and hence repentance from this sin is compulsory. 
It just means that the Imam forgoes his rights and only for that day when he has 
forsaken his honour. Drawing some inspiration from this narration, we should also 
forgive beforehand those who will backbite against us, will hurt our feelings or otherwise 
will violate our rights. With the intent to please Allah JmS*-, please forgive all those who 
have violated any of your rights. Let us hear the following two narrations, which expound 
on the marvellous benefits of forgiving others. 

Marvellous blessing on forgiving 

On the last page of ‘Ghussay ka ‘Ilaf [the 32-page booklet of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, the 
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is narrated, ‘On the Day of Judgment, it 
will be announced, ‘Whoever has their reward with Allah’s mercy let them stand up and 
enter Paradise.’ It will be asked, ‘Who has this reward?’ The announcer will reply, ‘For 
those who forgive.’ Then, thousands of people will stand up and enter Paradise without 
any accountability.’ (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat lit-Tabaram, vol. 1, pp. 542, HadTs 1998) 



Three means to attain Paradise 

On page 28 of ‘Nachaqiyon ka ‘Ilaf [the 48-page booklet of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, 
the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is cited that Sayyiduna Abu 
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Hurayrah has narrated: The Merciful Prophet said, ‘Whoever 

has three things, Allah js-sS*- will take his account with ease. That person will enter Paradise 
with the mercy of Allah JmSa’ Then I asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah! What are those three things?’ 
He replied, ‘Mend relations with those who break ties with you, endow 

those who deprive you and forgive those who do injustice towards you.’ (Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat 
lit-Tabaram, vol. 1, pp. 263, Hadis 909) 

Maulana Rum said: 

Tu bara-ay wasl kar dan amadi 
Nay bara-ay fasl kar dan amadi 

You have come here to mend and stay 
Not for destroying and breakaway 



Madam will 

J aIj with the intent to please Allah devotee of Madlnah has forgiven 

beforehand all physical and materialistic rights, rights including all previous loans, all 
those who have stolen my property, everyone who slandered me, laid allegations upon 
me, backbit against me, disgraced me, even those who have hit me. Regarding the 
will about honour and life, it is narrated on page 10 of Madani Wasiyyat Namah 
[the booklet of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, the 
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami]: ‘To 
please Allah Js-sS*-, I have forgiven, in advance, 
anyone who curses me, ridicules and insults me 
(i.e. backbites against me), brings harm or injury 
to me, or otherwise hurts my feelings. No one 
should take revenge from any individual who 
tries to hurt me in any way. In case that I am martyred, I forgive my rights as a victim. 
As for the rights of the heirs, I have requested them to forgo their rights as well (and not 
to file any suit etc). For the sake of the intercession of the Beloved Prophet 
if I am blessed on the Day of Judgment, I shall seek to take that person, who 

martyred me, to Paradise provided that he died with true faith. 



To please Allah, I have forgiven, in 
advance, anyone who curses me, 
ridicules and insults me (i.e. backbites 
against me), brings harm or injury to 
me, or otherwise hurts my feelings. 
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(In case that I am murdered, no one should call for a strike or cause riots. If a ‘strike’ is 
to forcefully ask people to close their businesses, throw stones at others’ cars and at their 
place of business then such grave violations against fellow beings cannot be termed as 
permissible by any Mufti of Islam. Such ‘strikes’ are utterly Haram and could be a cause 
for going to Hell. Such outburst of violent emotions and disorderly conduct result only 
in the loss of this world and the Hereafter and nothing else. Usually the ‘strikers’ get tired 
quickly and then the governments and law enforcement authorities eventually overpower 
them). 



^ dientia t exp ianatloi t : According to Islamic law, when a Muslim is murdered, there are 
three kinds of rights: Firstly, the right of Allah JmSs secondly, the right of the murdered 
victim; and thirdly, the right of the heirs. If the victim has pardoned his right beforehand 
then only his right is forgiven. To get forgiveness for the right of Allah Jm5s the murderer 
will have to sincerely repent. Heirs have their right too and it is upon them if they wish 
to forgo their right or they could demand blood money, a compensation to be paid to 
them for the slain person. If the heirs are not sought for forgiveness nor are compensated 
then they can demand their dues on the Day of Judgment.’ 



Sadaqah piyaray ki haya ka na lay mujh say hisab 
Bakhsh bay-puchay lajaye ko lajana kya hay 

(Jp tjlsdl all! JLi (Jp 



I forgive Ilyas Qadiri 

To all the Islamic brothers and all Islamic sisters, I humbly plead you to forgive me if I 
have backbitten against you, slandered you, and laid allegations upon you; if I have been 
harsh with my words or have brought any kind of grief or pain to your heart in any way. 
Pardon me and forgive me all the rights. Imagine that I have violated the biggest humanly 
right possible, pardon them all and earn immense virtues. With my palms together, I 
humbly implore and present to you my Madam request that with a sincere heart say at 
least once, ‘Allah JwS*-! I forgive Ilyas Qadiri Razavi.’ 
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Madam request to the creditors 

If I owe any debts or if I temporarily borrowed anything and did not return it, then 
please contact the head of the current Central Shura of Dawat-e-Islami or my two sons. 
If you do not wish to get back your property then for the pleasure of Allah grant 
me forgiveness and amass immense virtuous rewards. Whoever owes me any money, I 
hereby forgive them all my personal loans. Ya Allah 



Heart’s pain subsided 

In order to get rid of the habit of backbiting and to make a habit of offering Salah and 
practicing the Sunnah, keep yourself attached to the righteous Madam environment of 
Dawat-e-Islami. Travel in the Madam Qafilah with the devotees of the Prophet to learn 
the Sunan of the Holy Prophet. To prosper in this life and to be successful in the Hereafter 
adopt the deeds as per the Madam In’amat booklet. Fill in the questionnaire and turn it 
in to the representative of Dawat-e-Islami with in the first ten days of each Madam month. 

For your persuasion, here is a firsthand account of a Madam parable, which was relayed 
by an Islamic brother from Pakka Qila, Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh, Pakistan): All 
of a sudden, I started having chest pain. The medications did not have any prominent 
effect; therefore, I went to Jinnah hospital in Karachi for a heart surgery. My condition 
worsened even after surgery. I was taking several medications for this ailment, but the pain 
was still persistent. Then, upon the individual efforts of an Islamic brother, I travelled in 
a Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami with the devotees of the Prophet to learn the Sunnah. 



Tu bay-hisab bakhsh kay hayn bay-hisab jurm 
Dayta hiin wasitah Tujhay Shah-e-Hijaz ka 



Grant a pardon without a trial as the list of offences is extensive 
I seek my acquittal for the sake of King of Makkah & Madinah 
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I did not use any medications during the travel neither did I take any dietary precautions. 

with the blessings of this Madani Qafilah, Allah Js-sj£ relieved me from my 
heart’s illness. 



Dil mayn gar dard ho, yd kay sar dard ho 
Pao gey sahatayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Operation ialayn, aur shifa-ayn milayn 
Kar kay himmat chalayn, Qafday mayn chalo 

If have heart pains or headache 
To find wellness, let’s go in the Qafilah 
Operations dismissed, wellness achieved 
Let’s make a move; let’s go in the Qafilah 

(Jp tJlitj all! JLi jjp ljLi> 



Spiritual disease of the heart is the actual death 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize how the disease of the heart was cured by the 
blessings of travelling in the Madani Qafilah? As the apparent disease of the heart was 
cured the spiritual disease of the heart will also be cured by travelling in 

these outreach travels. By Allah JisV! The spiritual disease of the heart is a thousand 
degrees worse than the heart disease; rather I should say that there is no comparison to 
be drawn between the two. The actual pain of the heart could be a causeway to Heaven, 
if the patient is truly enduring with patience; whereas, the spiritual disease of the heart is 
a cause of failure in this world and the Hereafter. 

Dark side of the heart 

From page 920 of Falzan-e-Sunnat, Volume 1 [the 1568-page publication of Maktaba-tul- 
Madinah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is extracted: ‘Hadis is relayed 
that when a person commits a sin, a black spot forms on his heart. When he sins again, 
another spot forms on his heart until his heart is blackened and as a result of this, any 
counsel towards righteousness has no affect upon him.’ (Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 8, pp. 446) 
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Why advice has no affect 

It is obvious, if someone’s heart is rusted and blackened, how the words of advice would 
have any effect on it. It is difficult for such people to refrain from sins and to get frustrated 
from committing them. Their hearts do not incline towards virtuous deeds and even if 
they come towards good deeds, still they do not enjoy themselves because of the blackness. 
They only plan to run away from the righteous Madam environment. Their carnal desires 
arouse them with extended expectations, eventually heedlessness overcomes them and these 
unfortunate people disassociate themselves from the righteous Madam environment. 



Gunahaun nay mayrl qamar tor dalT 
Mayra hashr mayn hoga kya Yd IlahT 
Band day mujhay nayk naykaun ka sadaqah 
Gunahaun say har dam bacha Yd IlahT 

My sins have broken my back and caused devastation 
What will happen on the Day of Resurrection 
For the sake of the pious, grant me piety 
Safeguard me from sins every instant of the way Yd Allah! 



Improper use of the tongue could be deleterious in the grave 

Dear Islamic brothers! We are unaware of hidden plan of Allah J«Sa If He so wills, He 
can take account of any one of our minor sins; or if He wills, he can forgive thousands of 
our sins or He can even take us under the shade of His mercy on account of only one 
virtuous deed. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Shibll Baghdadi wjtjJi Aji said, ‘After I saw 

one of my deceased neighbors in a dream, I asked him, Jil U ‘meaning, how did 

Allah Js-A^ treat you? He said, ‘I faced severe complications. I could not even recall the 
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answers to the questions of the Munkar and Nakir. I thought that I might not have died 
on faith. Meanwhile a voice called out, ‘You are receiving this punishment because of the 
unnecessary use of your tongue.’ Now the angels responsible to carry out the punishments, 
advanced towards me. Right then a handsome man, who had a fragrant aroma around him, 
intervened between the torment and me. He reminded me the answers to the questions 
of the Munkar and Nakir. Thus, I was able to answer their questions and the 

punishment was repelled from me. I asked that elderly man, ‘May Allah have mercy 
upon you, who are you?’ He informed, ‘I am created by the blessings of your excessive 
recitation of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and I am designated to aid you in your times of affliction 
and need.’ (Ai-Qawl-ui-Badf, pp. 260) 



Why can’t the master come in the grave? 

By reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi in abundance, an angel can come in the grave 
to assist, then why the Blessed Prophet j* cannot come for our assistance. 

Someone has captured the essence of this in the following couplet: 



Ap ka nam-e-nami ay i_r j-i 
Her jagah her musibat mayn kam a gaya 

Prophet, your renowned name assisted us 
In times of distress, at every hindrance 





Mayn gor andhayri mayn ghabrdun ga jab tanha 
Imdad mayri kamay a jana mayray Aqa 
Raushan mayri turbat ko Lillah shaha karna 
Jab naza ’ ka waqt dye dldar ‘ata karna 



In my dark grave, when the darkness scares me 
Come to my aid my Beloved Prophet 
Illuminate my grave for the sake of Allah 
When it is time to depart, show me your glance 
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Stopped on the bridge Sirat 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet J* said, ‘If anyone says something by 

which he intends to disgrace a Muslim, then Allah Js-sS^ will stop him on the bridge of 
Sirat until he is acquitted of what he said.’ (SunanAblDawud, vol. 4, pp. 354, Hadis 4883) 

Conditions of the people who cross the bridge 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize? How dangerous are the consequence of laying 
allegations on others! A person will be held back on the bridge of Sirat, which is built 
over the Hellfire. It is finer than a strand of hair and sharper than the sword. I swear by 
Allah J«5*-! This is a grave punishment. 

Let me present to you this Hadis, which explains the conditions on this bridge. Thus, it 
is narrated from Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah tjs. Jjis5 that the Most Dignified 
Prophet said: ‘There is a bridge over Hell, which is finer than a strand of 

hair and sharper than a sword. It is lined with iron hooks and thorns, which will grab the 
person whomever Allah d«A wills. People will pass over it; some will pass within the 
twinkling of an eye like lightning, wind and like the finest horses and camels. The angels 
will be calling out UL Oj < oj (O Rab! Let them pass with easel O Rab! Let them pass 
with ease). Some Muslims will be forgiven, some will get injured, some shall be hanging 
upside down and yet others will fall on their faces into the Hellfire.’ (Musnad imam Ahmad, 
vol. 9, pp. 415, Hadis 24847) 

For further information about this bridge, read the booklet published by the publishing 
department of Dawat-e-Islami, titled ‘ Pul Sirat ki Dahshat’ and try to distribute this 
booklet with intent to donate its reward for your relatives. 

Yd Ilahl! Jab chalun tank rah-e-Pul Sirat 
Ajtdb-e-Hashimi, Nur-ul-Huda kd sath ho 
Yd Ilahl! Jab sar-e-shamshlr per chalna paray 
(U-l Cij Kehnay walay ghamzuda kd sath ho 
Yd Ilahl! Namah-e-a ’mal jab khulnay lagayn 
‘Ayb Paush-e-Khalq Sattar-e-Khata kd sath ho 
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Allah! When I walk on the dark bridge ofSirat 
May I be in his, the bright star of Hashimi & Light of Guidance, company 
Allah! When I have to walk on the sword’s blade 
May I be in the one who says ‘O Rab! Grant Serenity’, the comforter’s company 
Allah! When books are being opened and accountability starts 
Veiler of sins of the creation; may he be therefor me 



Don’t get pleased with others’ difficulties 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-jtassfejtfi&i said, ‘Do not get pleased (and express 
happiness) at your brother’s difficulties. It is highly possible that Allah JmS& may cast His 
mercy upon him and you might get involved in that very situation.’ (JamV Tirmiix, vol. 4, 
pp. 227, Hadis 2514) 

Examples of getting pleased at others’ misfortunes 

Dear Islamic brothers! Avoid expressing your joy at the misery of other Muslims. There 
is no blame on you, if your heart involuntarily takes delight at others problems, but you 
must strive your utmost to drive away such feelings from the heart. If you display or 
express joy in any way, then you stand blamed for rejoicing at others distress. This disease 
is commonplace these days. If a student lags behind in his studies or fails a test, then 
sometimes other fellow students are pleased. Likewise, if a popular Na’at reciter comes 
down with a sore throat, then the lesser known reciter gets happy. Same scenarios prevail 
amongst Quranic reciters, preachers, orators, professionals, skilled-workers, businessmen 
and company managers etc - that they rejoice at others’ distress and failures. 

If two people have some enmity among themselves then this disease easily makes its way 
to their hearts. If calamity strikes one, the other rejoices. If one’s child gets sick; he is 
robbed; his business dwindles; his home is damaged or destroyed; he has an accident; 
someone sues against him; gets arrested; receives a citation for a traffic violation; his car 
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breaks down; or any other misery befalls upon him, then some people rejoice and 
express their joy and slip into this sin. 

Some, specially those who are very talkative and often non-practising, but they consider 
themselves at a ‘higher spiritual status’ often make claims like, ‘See! He hurt me that is 
why this happened.’ As if they know the hidden secrets and they can spiritually find out 
the root cause of others misfortunes. Such people should evaluate themselves and consider 
this statement of Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin Muhammad Ghazall 
written in Ihyd-ul-‘Ulum, ‘It is narrated that, there are some sins that their 
punishment is a faithless demise. We seek Allah’s refuge from such. That sin is a false 
claim of sainthood or of performing a minor miracle.’ 

Madam! Gunahaun kT ‘adat nahln jatin dp hi kuch karayn 
Mayn nay koshishayn kT bahut magar mayrT halat ah! Burl rahT 

Help me kick off the habit of sins, my Adorable Master 
I have tried but my state remains deplorable 

If you cannot act on three then do this... 

One wise person said that if you are not capable of these three then do these three things: 
if you cannot do good, then refrain from the evil acts; if you cannot benefit others, then 
at least do not hurt them; and if you cannot keep Natl fasts, then avoid eating the flesh of 
Others. (TanbTh-ul-GhdfilTn, pp. 89) 



Honour of a Muslim in the sight of the sages 

One sage said, ‘We observed that our pious predecessors considered it a greater degree 
of worship to guard themselves from disgracing other Muslims than praying Salah and 
keeping fasts.’ (Zamm-ul-GhTbah li-Ibn Abid Dunya, pp. 94, Raqm 55) 



Enormous charity and backbiting 

Sayyiduna Wahb Makki said, ‘Assuming that I owned all the materialistic 

possession of this world, from its inception until its culmination, and that I gave it all in 
the path of Allah Ju-sSa I consider giving up backbiting better than committing such 
virtuous deed. Likewise, I consider not to look upon the impermissible things better than 
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to expend the world and its blessings in the path of Allah JU-sSa’ He further added this 
part of the 12 th verse of Surah Al-Hujurat: 

b # 9 f „ 

Do not backbite one another. 

[(Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 26, Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 12) 

Furthermore, he then added a phrase from the 30 th verse of Surah An-Nur, Part 18: 

Order the Muslim men to lower down their sights a ' n \ \ 1 ^ ^ O ^5 

little. 

[(Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 18, Siirah An-Nur, Verse 30) 
(Tanbih-ul-Ghafilin, pp. 89) 

Dear Islamic brothers! We realize how our pious predecessors, the sages of our religion, 
despised backbiting and other such sins. They were ever cognizant that there is no 
bigger loss than earning the displeasure of Allah If Allah takes account of even 
one of our sins, then severe disgrace shall befall on us. If only one instant of backbiting is 
left in our records, such that we did not get it forgiven in this world, after he [the one we 
slandered] found out about it. What will happen if we are called to account for it on the 
Day of Judgment? Ah! Indeed! The matters of accountability for people’s rights are truly 
worrisome. 

Hernia pain subsided 

Dear Islamic brothers! In order to get rid of the habit of listening to backbiting and to 
develop a habit of offering Salah, practicing the Sunnah and to engender a motivation 
to do remembrance of Allah JU-sSs keep yourself attached to the righteous Madam 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Try your utmost to travel in the Madam Qafilah with 
the devotees of the Prophet to learn the Sunan of the Holy Prophet. To prosper in this 
life and to be successful in the Hereafter, adopt the deeds as per Madam In’amat booklet. 
Fill in the questionnaire and turn it in to the representative of Dawat-e-Islami within the 
first ten days of each Madam month. AsvXJt, ai, with the blessing of this, you will 
amass blessings of our religion and of the world; and if Allah wills, you will also be 
treated from ailments. In this context, let’s read the following Madam parable. 



92 Backbiting - A Cancer in our Society 



This is the summary of what an Islamic brother from Bab-ul-Madlnah (Karachi) relayed, 
‘Despite the fact that I had an operation for hernia twelve months ago, the abdominal 
pain still persisted. I switched doctors and used various medications, but the pain 
remained. One day an Islamic brother invited me to travel with the Madam Qafilah. I 
tried to excuse myself by saying that I had a medical condition and that sleeping on the 
Masjid floor during the Qafilah would worsen my pain. That Islamic brother persuasively 
continued to call me further with his persistent individual efforts. However, I complied 
and came to the International Headquarters, Falzan-e-Madlnah with intent to travel in a 
Madam Qafilah. I was blessed to travel in a 3-day Sunnah-inspiring Madam 

Qafilah with the devotees of the Prophet. JU-sa my hernia pain, which did not go 

away with all the medications and treatments, subsided during the three days of the 
Madam Qafilah.’ 



Fortunes of sickness 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you realize the blessings of Madam Qafilah? The hernia pain 
that did not go away with surgery and treatments, subsided by the blessing of travelling 
with the Madam Qafilah. Remember, health and recovery are truly and solely from 
Allah JfesSt, so if the pain does not subside or the disease does not go away, do not get 
disheartened. Stay well pleased with the will of Allah JmV, and keep reminding yourself 
of the benefits of sickness and disease. 

On page 802 of Bahar-e-Shanat, Volume 1 [the 1250-page publication of Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is narrated: The Beloved and 



Hernia ka ho dard is say ho rang zard 
Mat darayn chal parayn Qafilay mayn chalo 
Rahmatayn luinay barakatayn luinay 
Ayiye na chalayn Qafilay mayn chalo 



No matter hernia causes pain and suffering 
Don’t be confounded! Let’s go in Qafilah 
To accumulate the bounty and blessing 
Make a move, let’s go in Qafilah 
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Blessed Prophet J* talked about disease and said: After a believer falls sick 

and then recovers, his ailment becomes atonement for his sins and a lesson for him for 
the future. Whereas, if a hypocrite falls sick and then recovers, his example is that of a 
camel who was tied by its owner and then set free. It neither knew why it was tied nor 
why was it let loose. One man asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah! What is sickness? I have never 
gotten sick.’ He JUs*db«i£jiss«i>i j* replied, ‘Get up from our company. You are not from us.’ 
(Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. 3,pp. 245, Hadis 3089) 

Mayn apnay Khair-ul-Wara kay sadaqay, mayn un kT shan-e- ‘ata kay sadaqay 
Bhara hay ‘aybaun say mayra daman, Hudiir phir bhi nibha rahay hayn 

I am indebted to the Prophet, astonished by his majesty 
My record is laden with sin; still he cares for me 

Jdj- jli: Sill 

all! all! J\ Kjfy 

jdJ- JUS all! < r zA-\ & !}U> 



A toothpick deprived his entrance into Paradise 

On page 11 of Zulm ka Anjam (the booklet published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, the 
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is extracted from Shaykh ‘Abdul Wahhab 
Sha’rani’s book, titled Tanbih-ul-Mughtarim The famous Tabi’I saint, Sayyiduna Wahb 
Bin Munabbih m-dustfooto narrated: A Jew repented from all his sins and then for seventy 
years, he worshipped in such a manner that he would observe fast in the day and worship 
during the night. He would neither eat any delicious cuisines nor would he rest under 
any shelter. 

After his death, somebody saw him in a dream and inquired &s! U (meaning, 
how did Allah take your account ?) He replied, ‘Allah JsA^ took account of all my 

deeds and forgave all my sins, except for one straw which I had used as a toothpick 
without its owner’s permission (as this was the matter of peoples’ right) and I had not 
asked him to pardon me. I was deprived from entering into Paradise on account of this 
Straw.’ (Tanblh-ul-Mughtarln, pp. 51) 
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The penalty of splitting a grain of wheat 

Dear Islamic brothers! Ponder upon this! One single straw deprived a person from 
entering into Paradise. Talk about a straw; nowadays some people embezzle millions and 
billions and do not even think about it. May Allah show such individuals the light 
of guidance. 

Listen to one more heart-wrenching narration that talks about the penalty of the 
Hereafter of not eating but just breaking a single grain of wheat. It is narrated that a 
person was seen in a dream after his death and was asked JiS U (meaning, how 

did Allah JaA take your account?) He replied, ‘Allah JisSs- pardoned me but I had to go 
through the accountability to the point that I was asked about, that day when I was 
fasting and was sitting at my friend’s shop. At the time of Iftar, I picked a single grain of 
wheat from the sack of grains and broke it in half and as I was about to eat it, I realized 
that the grain did not belong to me. Therefore, I immediately put it back where I had 
picked it from but I was stih sought to account for it. My deeds were taken away in the 
amount equalling the loss of breaking someone else’s grain.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 8, pp. 811, 
under explanation of Hadis 5083) 



Ham dubnay hi ko thay kay Aqa kl madad nay 
Girdab say khincha hamayn tufan say nikala 
Lakhaun tayray sadaqay mayn kahayn gey dam-e-Mahshar 
Zindan' say nikala hamayn zindan say nikala 

q-JLil Jp JLU 
Jl. 



-u*P Jp JUS alii JU? 
-u*P Jp JUS Zh\ JU> 



Prison 
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Say about others what you would like to be said about you 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri said, ‘Talk about your brother, when he is 

not present, in a manner, in which you want your brother to talk about you when you 
are not present.’ (TanbTh-ul-Mughtarm, pp. 192) 

Don’t get furious if someone slandered you 

Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Abdul Wahhab Sha’rani said: It is not appropriate to get 

upset with a person who has backbitten against you. Instead, you should adore that person 
as you are being rewarded because of him. Even though, he did not plan to reward you. 
He further comments that whoever gets upset with a person whose virtuous 

deeds are coming in his own account, is senseless. However, it is permissible to get because 
of any legitimate reason under Islamic law. (TanbTh-ul-Mughtarm, p. 193) 

An extraordinary way to rectify the backbiter 

Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Abdul Wahhab Sha’ranl has explained it so 

beautifully. Further, we also learn from his statement that if we start arguing, then that 
could engender hatred, thus leading to more complications, but if we try to rectify that 
person in a polite manner, that person could forsake the habit of backbiting 

altogether. 

On page 22 of Nachaqiyon ka ‘Ilaj [the booklet published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the 
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami] it is cited: We must bear this rule in mind that 
filth cannot be cleaned with filth, it must be cleansed with water. Therefore, whoever 
adopts an immature behaviour towards you, try your utmost to adopt a courteous decorum 
with them, you will reap gratifying reward. By Allah JwV, truly fortunate 

are those individuals, who forgive instead of taking revenge from others who are unfair 
with them and repel their injustices with kindness. To persuade us to repel evil with 
goodness, it is stated in Part 24, Surah Ha-Mlm As-Sajdah, Verse 34: 

O listener; repel the evil with good, then he between whom and you there was enmity will 
become as though he was your warm friend. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 24, Surah Ha-MTm As-Sajdah, Verse 34) 
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Chashm-e-karam ho aysi kay mii jaye har khata 
KoT gunah mujh say na Shaytan kara sakay 

All my sins get wiped away; may I be blessed so 
And the devils fail to push me towards the sinning [flow] 




Seized by Allah’s hidden plan 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Bakr Muzani has stated, ‘When you see a person advocating 

other’s shortcomings (meaning, who always reveals others secrets and backbites about 
people), then know that he is surely the enemy of Allah js-sSs- and is seized by Allah’s 
hidden plan.’ (TanbTh-ul-MughtarTn, pp. 197) 

Back-fence talk 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Bishr Hafi said: I am surprised at people who backbite 

about their Islamic brothers behind their backs and dishonour them; but when they 
come in front of them, they display their utmost admiration and start praising them. 

(TanbTh-ul-MughtarTn, pp. 197) 

Abomination form hypocrisy 

When Sayyiduna Imam Ja’far Sadiq detached himself from all the people 

[and worldly matters], Shaykh Sayyiduna Sufyan Sauri Aji 4^ ^ approached him 
and said, ‘Because of your detachment, people are missing your grace and beneficence.’ 
In reply, he read these two couplets: 




CSi 





People’s loyalties have passed, like the day, yesterday 
And people have plunged in their own contemplation 
People show-off their love for others and their affection 
In reality their hearts are filled with hatred and aversion 



(Taikira-tul-Auliya, pp. 22) 
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Hypocrisy nowadays 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you observe how Sayyiduna Imam Ja’far Sadiq ^t^iaiiiis^ssU. 
detached himself from the worldly affairs because of people’s hypocritical ways? Such 
problems had started to creep in those pure times as well and today our condition is a 
total mess. Ah! People are in an awful state. When they meet, they display mutual respect 
for each other; inquire about each other’s wellbeing and are hospitable - serving others’ 
cold drinks or hot tea and mouth-fresheners. 

On the outside, they converse casually and courteously - smiling and laughing - but in 
reality they have hatred and malice in their hearts. That is why they start backbiting 
against the other as soon as they part ways. They laugh at their shortcomings and utter 
sentences like: 

❖ He is like this, or like that. ❖ What has happened to him, he is always dressed up? 

❖ The way he walks, makes me laugh. ❖ He is so immoral I feel ashamed to talk about him. 

❖ He seems so arrogant because he talks very little. ❖ He is stupid; he does not even 
know how to talk to people. ❖ He is strange and crazy, probably weak minded. ❖ That 
person is very wicked. ❖ He took my money. ❖ He is surely a crook etc. 

GhTbat-o-chughlT ki afat say bachayn 
Yeh karam Yd Mustafa farmaiye 
Zahir-o-batin hamara alk ho 
Yeh karam Yd Mustafa farmaiye 

May we refrain from backbiting and gossiping 
Mustafa, grant us such ability 
May our actions be aligned with our hearts 
Mustafa, grant us such purity 

Jp 

all! (Ji Ijijj 

Jp 



-U*P Jp JUS Ahl 
-U*P Jp JUS d$}\ J^s 
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Making someone ashamed of their sin 

On page 173 of Bahar-e-Sharl ’at [the 312-page publication of Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the 
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], it is stated: ‘The Noble Prophet 
has said, ‘Whoever makes his brother feel ashamed for his sin, which he had already 
repented from then that person will be immersed in that sin before he dies.’ (JamV Tirmiii, 
vol. 4, pp. 226, Hadis 2513) 



Disgraced him and tangled myself in the same sin 

Dear Islamic brothers! We just learnt that if somebody repents from their sins, then we 
should not disgrace him. In this context, Shaykh Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Wahhab 
Sha’rani relays that Sayyiduna Yahya Bin Mu’az Razi has stated: 

‘A sensible person should never embarrass anyone of his sins (from which he has already 
repented) because, once, I disgraced someone because of his sin [after his repentance] 
and I was implicated in the same sin for twenty years.’ (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarin, pp. 197) 

(Jp tJUdl all! JLs ^ c-JLc^-! <Jp ljlA> 



I am planting a tree 

Dear Islamic brothers! The habit of unnecessary gossip and non-stop conversations result 
in unwarranted circumstances and such a person usually ends up with ample backbiting 
and gossiping. If it is necessary, then talk a virtuous talk. Use your tongues to glorify 
Allah Js-sK Look! What the Beloved Prophet JUs 4= s«k Jts *i>i j* advised his companion 
Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah for best use of his tongue. Read and cherish these 

words. 

It is narrated in Von Majah: The Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* was going 

somewhere when he J* saw Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah planting a 

plant. He JUs-abajis jtsSiiii inquired, ‘What are you doing?’ The companion respectfully 
answered, ‘Planting a tree.’ The Last Prophet ^4^4^^^ J* replied, ‘Should I tell you 
the best way to plant a tree? By reciting j£==\ iillj 4jd\ '4 4) lli-lj All for each 

phrase a tree is planted in Paradise.’ (Sunan ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 252, Hadis 3807) 
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Plant four trees in Paradise 

Dear Islamic brothers! In the aforementioned Hadis, there are four phrases, which are 
mentioned: 

1. alii 2 - Ah 3. 4. Ah^ 

Read these four Arabic phrases and four trees will be planted in Paradise. If you read less, 
you will be granted less. For example, if you just read *dil then one tree will be planted. 

So, keep your tongues in motion with these phrases and keep planting trees in Paradise. 

‘Umar raza-ay makun dar guftagu 
Zikr-e-aukun zikr-e-aukun zikr-e-au 

Don’t waste your life in useless talk, 

[Keep busy in glorifying Allah] 

Only zikr of Allah, zikr of Allah zikr of Allah 

(Jp Ah! 



80 Years of sins forgiven! 

Another good use of the tongue is to recite Salat-‘Alan-NabI and Salam and get sins 
forgiven. It is narrated in Durr-e-Mukhtar, ‘Whoever recites one Salat upon the Prophet 
and if it gets accepted, then Allah will forgive that person’s eighty 
(80) years of sins.’ (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 284) 



It is impermissible to say ‘do 

Some people use their tongues inappropriately, and utter phrases like: 

❖ Please do Au\ J. 

❖ Come hi I 

❖ I have done *dil .JLj. 
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Merchandisers usually call ‘ opener as the first sale of the day. However, some call it 
For example, they say, 7 have not done my *uil today.’ The above statements 
are all inappropriate. Similarly, if somebody comes during a meal then usually the people 
having the meal say, ‘Please have something.’ The common reply is Till on the other 
hand, they say, ‘ Please do dil It is stated on page 22of Bahar-e-Shanat, Volume 16 
that Muslim scholars contend that to say Till on such occasions is strictly forbidden. 
(Bahar-e-SharT’at, vol. 16, pp. 22) 

It is permissible to say, ‘ Read -oil and start eating.’ It is better to supplicate for the 
inviter, for example saying l4=»l j hi ilil 21j\i (meaning, may Allah Js-sV bless us and you). 
You could also invoke in your native language. 

When is it Kufr to say ‘aJJ 

We should never ever read dil pL-> before performing an impermissible or a strictly 
forbidden act. It is Kufr to read -oil before an act, which is classified as absolute 
Haram. As it is narrated in Fatawa ‘ Alamgin : It is Kufr to utter -oil before drinking 
alcohol, fornication and gambling. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 2, pp. 273) 

When is it sinful to praise Allah 

Remember! At some instances Zikr and Salat-‘Alan-NabI are rewarding but on other 
occasions it is not allowed. For example, on page 533 of Bahar-e-Shan’at [the publication 
of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah], ‘It is not permissible for a merchandiser to read Salat or say 
dil 'JAA when displaying his merchandise, in order to praise the quality of the product. 
Similarly, it is unlawful to read Salat upon the arrival of a scholar with intent to inform 
others of his arrival so they would stand up and leave their places.’ (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, 

pp. 281) 
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Chanting Allah! Allah! To welcome 

Dear Islamic brothers! Keeping this statement in mind, I (the author) often advise the 
Islamic brothers not to chant ‘Allah! Allah!’ upon my arrival, because this is done to 
welcome me and not intended as Zikr. 

Jo hay ghafil Tayray Zikr say Zuljalal 
Us kl ghaflat hay us per wabal-o-nakal 1 
Qa’r-e-ghaflat 2 say ham ko Khudaya nikal 
Ham haun iakir 3 Tayray aur Maikur 4 Tu 

Whoever is careless from Your worship because of heedlessness 
Will earn punishment and destruction for his recklessness 
Allah secure us from the disease of heedlessness 
May we worship You, and praise Your Name 



ils\ ils\ ils\ ils\ 

( Saman-e-Bakhshish ) 

<— <Jp \jL& 
dJdl cii 

One person told Sayyiduna Hasan Basri I have been informed that you 

backbite against me. He replied, ‘I cannot gift you my deeds. I do not consider 

you that important.’ (lhya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 183) 

jli: Sill J-\ & 



-U-P Jp JUS alii 
Jp JUo alii 

Why should I give my deeds to you? 



1 Grief 

2 Abyss of heedlessness 

3 Glorifier 

4 Glorified 
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Backbiting - A cannon for throwing away deeds 

Shaykh Sayyiduna Fudayl Bin ‘Iyad said: ‘The example of a person, who 

backbites, is like a person who uses cannon to fire away his deeds towards the east and 
the west.’ (Tanbih-ul-Mughtarin, pp. 193) 

Never slandered anyone 

Sayyiduna Imam Bukhari has relayed that Shaykh Abu ‘Asim 

had said: ‘Since I have gained my senses and learnt that backbiting is Haram, I have 

never backbitten about anyone.’ (Tahzib-ul-Asma Wal-Lughat lin-Nawavi, pp. 836) 

The one, who talks more, makes more mistakes 

On page 108 of Minhaj-ul-‘Abidln [the 344-page publication of Maktaba-tul-Madinah, 
the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami], Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin 
Muhammad Ghazali Am ^ has stated: Securing the tongue secures the deeds, 
because whoever does not control his tongue usually gets trapped in backbiting. [Minhaj-ul- 
‘Abidm, pp. 65, (Arabic)] It is a common proverb ji: ‘ Whoever talks more 

tends to make more mistakes .’ 

Become a devout fan 

Dear Islamic brothers! If you have to open your mouth and use your tongue then use it 
for reciting Quran and Na’at and do Zikr of Allah in abundance. Read the following 

two Ahadis: 

❖ Remember Allah in such abundance that people consider you insane. 

(Al-Mustadrak, vol. 2, pp. 173, Hadis 1882) 

❖ Remember Allah in such abundance that the hypocrites start calling you a 
show-off. ( Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kablr , vol. 12, pp. 131, Hadis 12786) 





Backbiting - A Cancer ir 






103 



Guide to getting palaces in Paradise 

Listen to this following faith-refreshing narration and treasure it. Sayyiduna Sa’id Bin 
Musayyab &u.J(ss«bi <&* narrated that the Noble Prophet jusaiii J* said, ‘Whoever 

recites Surah Ikhlas ten times, Allah JAV builds a palace for him in Paradise. Whoever 
recites it twenty times, Allah JsAt builds two palaces for him and whoever recites it thirty 
times, Allah builds three palaces for him in Paradise.’ Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin Khattab 
sstjbSiii ! <&& said, ‘Would we have several palaces at that time?’ The Prophet of Rahmah, 
the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah JUs«absifejtrf£&iJ*> replied, ‘Allah’s favour 
is even greater than that.’ (Sunan Dariml, vol. 2, pp. 552, Hadis 3429) 



Stench of backbiting 

Backbiting sets off a specific foul odour. In ancient times, people would find out when 
one would backbite. However, nowadays, backbiting is so widespread and we are 
surrounded by so many bursts of foul odours of backbiting, that we do not even sense it. 
Our sense of smell is attuned to this odour. Try to understand this concept through the 
following example: It is hard for a normal person to stand the odours when the sewerage 
lines are being cleaned out, however, the sewerage line cleaners are not disturbed by this 
odour because their sense of smell is used to such situation. Similarly, it is stated on page 
720 of Fatawa Razawiyyah, Volume 1: Lying and backbiting are inner impurities. 
Therefore, a foul odour is produced from the mouth of a liar. Angels that protect him, 
distance themselves from himself. Likewise, it is highlighted in Hadis that the Most 
Dignified Prophet JL j* identifying an odour, said, ‘This is the mouth-odour of 
those who backbite against Muslims.’ 



Allah ki rahmat say to Jannat hi milay gi 
Ay hash! Mahallay mayn jagah un hay mill ho 



With the mercy of Allah, I will get to Paradise 
In the neighbourhood of the Prophet, may I reside 
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We do not feel this odour because our senses have become accustomed to this smell like 
the smell of leather does not bother the people who live close to a leather-processing 
factory, but if somebody comes to visit, they might not be able to stand the smell. The 
Muslims should remember this unusual benefit (useful result) and have fear of Allah j*sSt 
and try their utmost to rid themselves of the habit of lying and backbiting. Else, who 
would like to use their mouth for faeces? If we open our inner senses, we would realize 
that the odour of lying and backbiting is worse than the stench of faeces. The Most 
Blessed Prophet has warned: When a person utters a lie, the angel moves 

a mile away from its foul smell. (JamV Tirmizi, vol. 3, pp. 392, Hadis 1979 ) 

Sayyiduna Jabir Bin ‘Abdullah has reported that we were in the blessed 

court of the Prophet j* and a foul odour suddenly stroked us. The Holy 

Prophet jtsSi&i j* inquired, ‘Do you know what this odour is? This is the stench of 

those who backbite about Other Muslims.’ (Zamm-ul-Ghlbah li-lbn Abid Dunya, pp. 104, Hadis 70) 



Allah hamayn jhui say ghibat say bachana 
Maula hamayn qaydi na Jahannam ka banana 
Ay piyaray Khuda az pa-ay Sultan-e-Zamanah 
Jannat kay mahallat mayn Tu ham ko basana 

Allah please save us from lying and backbiting 
Save us from the confinement of Hell 
Allah! For the sake of Your Beloved Prophet 
Reside us in abodes of Paradise 



One Nur for every strand of hair 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is essential for us to learn the correct use of the tongue. Otherwise, 
I swear by Allah JsAs backbiting, gossiping and other deadly sins can devastate our 
Hereafter. If we use our tongues properly, we could amass hordes of virtuous deeds. The 






4&I cii 
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Noble Prophet j* has mentioned, ‘The one who does Zikr [remembrance] 

of Allah in the marketplace, then that person will indeed be granted one Nur for 
each strand of hair on the Day of Judgment.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 1, pp. 412, Hadis 567) 

Attar’s Du’a for the one who gives Dars 

Dear Islamic brothers! Keep in mind that Quranic recitation, reciting Hamd, praising 
Allah JsAs supplication, reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and Salam, reciting Na’at poetry, 
delivering sermons, Dars and Sunnah-inspiring speeches are all part of remembrance of 
Allah JmSa All Islamic brothers should try their utmost to give Dars daily from Faizan-e- 
Sunnat for twelve minutes in the marketplace. While you are reading the passages for 
Dars, besides receiving various virtues for the delivery, you will also be granted the virtue 
of remembering Allah J«5£ in the marketplace. The Madam blessings of delivering Dars 
are phenomenal. 

It is my (the author’s) dire wish that all Islamic brothers would start giving or listening 
to at least two Dars sessions daily in Masjids, homes, at marketplaces, on the corner of 
the roads and in the shop etc. Islamic sisters should try to give Dars in their homes and 
amass virtuous deeds as well, and be a beneficiary of this Du’a of ‘Attar: ‘Ya Allah js-sS*! 
Whoever gives or listens at least two Dars every day, may that person and I be forgiven 
without accountability and may we reside in close proximity in the blessed neighbourhood 
of our Madam Prophet j* in Paradise.’ 






Benefits of giving Dars alone 

No words can quantify the magnificence of delivering Dars from Faizan-e Sunnat. One 
brother from the Lines Area of Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi narrated: I was standing on the 
roof of my house when I saw an Islamic brother of Dawat-e-Islami, with a green turban 
on his head, giving Chowk Dars all alone by the street corner. No one was sitting there 
to listen to him. Even though I was away from religion and would avoid Islamic brothers 
who wore green turbans, when I saw that brother giving Dars all alone, I felt bad. I went 
down and joined his Dars in sympathy. Joining that Dars became a source for my 
reformation and I got attached to the Madam environment. at the time of 
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giving this statement, I am incharge of Madani In’amat of my locality. There was a time 
when I used to run away from people wearing green turbans and today is the 

day when the crown of green turban is illuminating on my head. 

Acceptance isn’t based on the number of attendees 

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the marvellous benefits of giving Dars? That Islamic 
brother was indeed so motivated that when no one joined him in Dars, he started all alone. 
This incident has Madani pearls on the benefits of giving Dars for all to learn. Because of 
that brother giving Dars all alone, one Muslim joined the Madani environment. Also, 
analyse the fact that the person who used to run away from such activities sympathized 
with the preacher so just imagine how much Allah JU-sSs- loves those who give Dars alone 
or in small groups and imagine how He showers His mercy upon them. Remember that 
the acceptance is not based on the majority or minority. Those Islamic brothers who do 
not like to deliver sermons and recite Na’at in small gatherings or without professional 
audio setup, are advised that in the court of Allah Js-sS^, the purity of intention stands 
ground. 

There is no benefit of having many admirers without the sincerity and purity of the 
heart. Indeed, all the Prophets are dear to Allah and they all have fulfilled their 
responsibilities appropriately, but some Prophets were able to get only one person to 
accept the right faith. 

Just one person accepted 

The Intercessor of Ummah JUs ^ jiiS dbi j* said, ‘I will be the first intercessor for 
Paradise and more people have testified in me than any other Prophet. There are some 
Prophets who were testified by only one person from their people.’ (SahTh Muslim, 

pp. 128, Hadis 332) 



80 People embraced Islam in 950 years 

The renowned exegetist of the Quran, Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na’Imi 
has stated: ‘One meaning of this Hadis is that more people accepted me [the Holy 
Prophet JUsfdbssfcJiafiiii J*] as a Prophet than any other Prophet. It is definitely clear that 
other Prophets were the Prophets for particular nations, but the Beloved and Blessed 
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Prophet JUs 4* ^ is the Prophet for the entire universe. In addition, other 

Prophets’ tenure was limited, but the duration of the Prophethood of the Intercessor of 
Ummah, the Owner of Jannah is until the Day of Resurrection.’ 

He further added, ‘Prophet Sayyiduna Nuh preached for 950 

years, but only eighty people accepted Islam. Eight of those were from his family and 
seventy-two were others. On the other hand, the Last Prophet Ai J* preached 

for only 23 years and the results are in front of you.’ (Mirat-ul-Manafih, vol. 8, pp. 706) 

Backbiting is a major sin 

Sayyiduna Ahmad Bin Hajar Makki Shafi’i Aji has narrated: ‘It is stated in 

Sahlh Hadis: 

1. Backbiting is worse than usury. 

2. If backbiting were submerged into the ocean, it would make the whole ocean smell 
foul. 

3. On the night of ascension, the backbiters were eating the corpses in Hell. 

4. The environs around the backbiters smelt bad. 

5. Backbiters were being punished in their graves. 

Only a few of these Ahadls are sufficient to classify backbiting as a major sin, thus when 
they are all compiled together then why should not backbiting be classified as a major 
sin?’ (Az-Zawajir 'Aniqtiraf-il-Kabair, vol. 2, pp. 28) 



Parable about taking precaution when talking about a scholar 

Whenever Sayyiduna Shaykh Afdaluddln was asked about the status of any 

Islamic scholar, he would reply (cautiously to avoid falling in backbiting): 

‘Ask somebody else because I look at people very positively (and I also give others the 
benefit of doubt). I do not have the spiritual insight (Kashf) into the Divine Secrets to tell 
you their status with Allah It is stated in a Hadis 1 : d>j&=>\ jM, ‘Suspicion is 

the biggest lie .’ (Tanblh-ul-Mughtarm, pp. 193) 



Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 117, Hadis 6066 
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Having a good opinion is a form of worship 

Dear Islamic brothers! The infection of holding suspicion about others is widespread. 
We should have good opinions about our Islamic brothers, and make ourselves worthy 
of the rewards of the Hereafter, thus it is stated from the Noble Prophet J*: 

^ fjlL, ‘Having good opinion about others is a superior worship .’ (SunanAbr 
Dawud, vol. 4, pp. 388, Hadis 4993) 

While elaborating on various meanings of this narration, the renowned exegetist of the 
Quran, Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Nairn! has stated, ‘This means that to 

hold a good opinion about other Muslims and to avoid ill-suspicion against them, is 
amongst the high-quality acts of worship.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 6, pp. 621 ) 

The backbiter of scholars is deprived of mercy 

Regretfully these days, AblSUi backbiting against Islamic scholars is done excessively. So, 
if Satan entices you to backbite about an Islamic scholar, then recall this statement of 
Sayyiduna Shaykh Abu Hafs Kablr and take precaution: Whoever backbites 

a Faqlh, then on the Day of Judgement, it will be written on his face that, ‘This person is 
in despair from Allah’s mercy.’ (Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 71) 

Dogs of Hell will bite them 

Backbiting is nevertheless backbiting; it does not matter if the backbiting is of a scholar 
or of the public. I swear by Allah JU-sSM The punishment of backbiting would be unbearable. 
Once the Most Blessed Prophet JUs-jdbsg&Jkft&ij* warned his companion Sayyiduna Mu’az 
&£. jus mi cja: ‘Refrain from backbiting of people, or else the dogs of Hell will bite you.’ 

(Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 7, pp. 572 - Minhaj-ul- ‘Abidin, pp. 66) 



A dog attacked in the dark and then... 

Dear Islamic brothers! First, read the aforementioned Hadis several times and then just 
imagine that it is a dark night — engulfed with utter silence — a dog is chasing you, 
barking behind you and you are thinking of a plan to escape, it suddenly leaps towards 
you and grabs your Kurta. What would be your state then? Just ponder! If we have 
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backbitten someone, and after death the dogs of Hell do not just grab our clothes, they do 
not grab our skin, but they start biting into our flesh. What will be our condition then? 

Kar lay taubah Rab ki rahmat hay ban 
Nar mayn wamah saza hogl kan 

Repent now; great is Allah’s mercy 
Else, the punishment of Hell will be deadly 

15 Examples of backbiting against scholars 

Dear Islamic brothers! These are very trying times and Satan is causing many believers 
to distance themselves from the true scholars. Today, people backbite excessively about 
scholars. Following are examples of such phrases of backbiting about Islamic scholars: 

1 . He takes money for preaching. 

2. He is ill-spoken. 

3. He loves to eat. 

4. He comes to eat sweets and desserts. 

5. He eats endlessly. 

6. The other day he was drinking water with his left hand. 

7. He considers himself a big scholar. 

8. When delivering a sermon he seems to speak from his nose. 

9. His speeches are long. 

10. His sermons are all stories. 

1 1 . His voice is not ‘impressive’. 

12. Beware! Here comes ‘Mr. scholar’. 

13. He is greedy. 

14. Let it be friend! He is MawlvI. 

15. Some people call the scholars ‘these Mulla people ’ out of disdain. 
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When scoffing a scholar is considered an act of Kufr and when it is not... 

There is a grave difference between the backbiting of an Islamic scholar and that of the 
public. The cause of concern is that backbiting of a scholar usually has an aspect of 
contempt of a scholar. Explaining the three states of contempt of a scholar and rulings 
pertaining to it under Islamic law, my master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana 
Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated in Fatawa Razawiyyah 

(volume 21, page 129): 

1. If a person speaks ill about a religious scholar because he is a scholar, then the 
person is an absolute Kafir. 

2. If the person considers it an obligation to respect the scholars because of their religious 
knowledge, but speaks ill of them because of some worldly feud or curses him out or 
disgraces him, then he is Fasiq and Fajir. 

3. If he backbites the scholar without any reason, then he is jL \jj> 

(that is, he has a disease of the heart and is internally evil) and there is a fear that he 
might fall into Kufr [because of his unwarranted malice against religious scholars]. 
It is stated in the conclusion, J>k=S\ aIIc- AIa UJlc ^ meaning, 

whoever hates an Islamic scholar without any legitimate reason, then that person 
has the fear of falling into realm of disbelief. 



Some questions and answers regarding slandering against scholars 

Dishonouring a non-practicing scholar 

Question: Is it Kufr to dishonour a non-practicing scholar? 

Answer: Dishonouring a non-practicing Muslim scholar because of his knowledge of 
Islam, also leads to Kufr. Such a non-practicing scholar is far better than the worshipper 
who is ignorant of the religious sciences. My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat 
Maulana Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan a^5 explains: The Quran categorizes 
the scholars as ‘Heirs of the Prophet’ without any distinction, despite the fact that they 
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do not practice as long as they steadfastly adhere to the true tenants of the Sunni faith 
and call people towards the truth. On the other hand, scholars who lead people astray 
are the heirs of Satan. 

Yes, now you can ask us, where does Allah d«A classify all the Islamic scholars as heirs 
and has included the non-practicing amongst them? Allah Js-sV says: 

fgS (JjU jl&JL c J Os. 

We then made Our chosen bondmen the inheritors of the Book; so among them is one who 
wrongs himself; and among them is one who stays on the middle course; and among them is 
one who, by the command of Allah (JksV), surpassed others in good deeds; this is the great 
favour! 

[Kanz-ul-Iman ( Translation of Quran)] (Part 4, Surah Fatir, Verse 32) 

After relaying the above verse in Fatawa Razawiyyah (Volume 21, Page 530) my master, 
A’la Hadrat Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
further explained that the Quran, not only calls the non-practicing scholars as 
heirs, but also classifies them as the ‘Chosen bondmen’. It is relayed in a Hadis that while 
elaborating on this verse, the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the 
Most Generous and Kind said: ‘Whoever amongst us takes a lead has 

taken a lead, and whoever walks with slows speed in the path of goodness, he is saved 
and the one who is unjust with himself (i.e. sinner) he will also be forgiven.’ 

If the scholars are righteous then they are like the moon in the sky - it itself stays cool 
and imparts light to you too. On the other hand, a non-practicing scholar is like a candle 
flame, it burns but imparts light to others. The Noble Prophet lai&ij* has stated: 

‘The example of a person, who teaches goodness to the people but forgets to include 
himself, is like a wick of a lamp - it burns itself and gives light to others.’ (AttarghTb Wattarhib, 
vol. 1, pp. 74, Hadis 11) 
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Considering an ignorant person superior than an Islamic scholar 

Question: How is it to consider an ignorant as superior than an Islamic scholar? 

Answer: If one considers an ignorant person superior than an Islamic scholar because 
of his hate for religious Islamic knowledge then this is surely an act of Kufr. Islamic 
jurists said: To say, ‘Ignorance is better than knowledge’ or ‘unknowledgeable 

person is better than a scholar’, leads a believer to Kufr if his intention is to disgrace 
Islamic knowledge. (Majma’-ul-Anhur, vol. 2, pp. 511) 

Calling a student of religious sciences a ‘frog in the well’ 

Question: How is it to call with disdain an Islamic scholar or a student seeking to 
become a scholar, a frog in the well? 

Answer: It is Kufr. 

What does the Mulla know? 

Question: A person said with disdain, ‘ What does Mulla know?’ What is the ruling on 
saying such a statement? 

Answer: It is Kufr. My master, A’la Hadrat Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana Ash-Shah 
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has said: ‘To say, ‘What does Mulla know?’ is Kufr. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, pp. 244, vol. 14) When it is intended to dishonour the scholars of Islam. 

How is it to say ‘Mulla fraternity has made it harder to follow religion’? 

Question: How is it to say, ‘Allah JmS*- has sent an easy religion, but Mulla fraternity 
has made it harder?’ 

Answer: This is considered as a statement of Kufr because it dishonours the scholars of 
Islam. Islamic jurists have stated, y£=> jUlillj QlyJL'A eilliedAll meaning, it is 

Kufr to decrease the respect of a scholar and a descendant of the Prophet. ( Majma’-ul-Anhur , 
vol. 2, pp. 509) 
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The Mawlvi-style 

Question: If a Muballigh mimics the style of delivery of a Sunni scholar, as he delivers a 
sermon on Quranic teachings and Sunan of the Holy Prophet and someone disrespectfully 
calls his style ‘ the Mawlvi-style . What is Islamic ruling regarding this? 

Answer: It is a phrase leading to Kufr because it constitutes as disrespect of the true 
scholars of Islam. 

All scholars are cruel 

Question: How is it to say this phrase, ‘All scholars are oppressive’? 

Answer: Using this phrase to refer to all the rightful scholars of Islam is a statement 
of Kufr. 

Out of disdain, calling a scholar a ‘Mulla’ 

Question: What ruling does Islamic law put on people who use words like ‘Mulla 
Mulla or ‘this Mulla fraternity’ with an intention to demean the scholars? 

Answer: If one uses these words with the intention to demean the scholars because of 
their religious Islamic knowledge, then it would constitute as a statement of Kufr. It is 
stated by Mulla ‘All Qari Whoever refers to an ‘Alim as ‘Uwaylim’ or 

refers to an ‘Alavl as ‘Ulaywl’ then he has committed Kufr. (Minh-ur-Raud lil-Qan, pp. 472) 

These words are not prevalent in the Urdu language, but I [the author] remember hearing 
words like ‘Maulva or ‘Mullar’ from some audacious people. At any rate, utterance of 
any words to demean an Islamic scholar because of their sacred knowledge; or to demean 
the descendant of Sayyiduna ‘All jus dbi or the descendants of the Holy 

Prophet j* because of their superior lineage are all tantamount to Kufr. 
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To say ‘if you become an Imam, you will starve to death’ 

Question: How is it to say: If you get worldly education, then you will live a luxurious 
life and if you study Islamic sciences to become an Islamic scholar, you will starve to 
death? 

Answer: The contempt of Islamic knowledge is evident in this statement, therefore, this 
constitutes as Kufr. Whoever uttered these words, it is essential for him to repent and 
renew his faith. If his intention was to degrade religious Islamic knowledge and Islamic 
scholars then he is surely a disbeliever and an apostate. His marriage is dissolved and his 
previous good deeds are all wasted. 

10 Statements about mocking the scholars 

1. Saying, ‘All Mawlvi are devious’ when the intent is to degrade the Islamic knowledge 
and Islamic scholars is Kufr. (Fatawa Amjadiyyah, vol. 4, pp. 454) 

2. Saying, ‘Scholars have ruined the country’ is Kufr. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 14, pp. 605) 

3. Saying, ‘Scholars have shattered the religion into pieces’ is also Kufr. 

4. Whoever says, ‘What will you do with religion? You should have money in your 
pockets’; such a person is deemed as Kafir. 

5. Somebody said to a scholar, ‘Go and preserve your religious knowledge in some 
container.’ Uttering this is Kufr. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 2,pp. 271) 

6. Whoever says, ‘Who can act upon what the scholars tell us to do?’ This is a statement 

of Kufr because these words surely infer that there are requirements of the sacred 
law, which are beyond our scope and ability; or it infers that the scholars have 
lied about the Prophets May Allah grant us refuge. (Minh-ur-Raud 

lil-Qarf, pp. 471 ) 

7. Saying, ‘A cup of Sarld is better than Islamic knowledge’ is a statement of Kufr. 

(Minh-ur-Raud lil-Qari, pp. 471 ) 

8. Having malice in your heart against an Islamic scholar because of his religious 
knowledge, is Kufr. (Having malice just because he is an Islamic scholar). 
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9. Whoever says, ‘Violence is better than becoming a scholar.’ Such a person is classified 
as a Kafir. (Fatawa ‘Alamgm, vol. 2, pp. 271) 

10. Remember! Only the Sunni scholars of Ahl-e-Sunnat are to be respected. As far as 
the scholars of other deviant sects are concerned, you should alienate yourself even 
from their shadows. Respecting them is strictly forbidden. To listen to their sermons, 
or to read their books or to sit in their company are all prohibited acts and are a 
lethal poison for one’s faith. 

I wish I were a tree 

Dear Islamic brothers! It is very necessary to refrain from disrespecting the Islamic 
scholars. Allah cteV forbid, if we make any such mistake and end up losing our faith, 
then I swear by Allah JU-sV, we will be disgraced. On the Day of Judgment, the disbelievers 
will be dragged by their faces and shoved into the Hellfire where they will be tormented 
eternally. May Allah Js-sV protect us from the ill-use of our tongue and preserve our 
faith. 

The blessed companions were always fearful about the accountability in the 

grave and the Hereafter. Sometimes overwhelmed by fear they would say: ‘I wish that I 
had not been sent to this world, as a human, because as a human we are faced with 
preserving our faith and we have to be accountable in the grave and on the Day of 
Judgment.’ 

Once Sayyiduna Abu Darda KijisSibio?* was overtaken by the fear of Allah JsAs he said: 
‘If you knew what will come to pass after your death, you would give up your favourite 
foods and drinks, leave your shaded homes, turn towards the wilderness and spend all 
your life weeping and crying.’ Then he added, ‘I wish I were a tree, which was 

cut down.’ (Az-Zuhd, pp. 162, Raqm 740) 

Mayn bajaye insan kay kol pauda hota yd 
Nakhl ban kay Taybah kay bagh mayn khara hota 

Not a man, but a tree had I been 
As a palm tree, in the garden of Madinah, standing had I been 



